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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  47     Helvellyn  58     Blencathra  57 

 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 this week, we have been investigating space and our 

knowledge of satellites and our Solar System- further linked to 

World Space Week. It has been fantastic to continue to develop 

our knowledge of the different 

planets and in Year 1, we created 

some brilliant planet fact files, whilst 

in Nursery and Reception, we created 

a large drawing of our Solar System 

and the planets outside using chalk. 

It was really interesting, learning 

about satellites and the important role 

they play in our lives: we were 

really fasinated by the images taken by satellites, too. 

 

On Friday last week, we had a visitor in school... a hedgehog! 

We were very excited to see a hedgehog up close and, inspired 

by our visitor, we created some brilliant drawings and 

sentences. We were a little concerned about why the hedgehog 

was out during the day so researched what hodgehogs need and their nocturnal habits. We 

would like to say a huge thank you to Chloe and Leah for looking after it after school, before 

taking it to a local hedgehog expert, who is now making sure it is gaining lots of weight before 

it hibernates. It was a wonderful learning opportunity!  

 

In PE, we have been developing our 

gross motor skills and hand-eye co-

ordination skills. We have been working 

really hard to develop our confidence 

when throwing and catching and in 

using the space around us to support 

our catching skills. Our confidence is 

growing with every week!  
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Class 2 News:  

 

During our PE 

sessions with 

Ric, we have 

been continuing 

to focus on our 

ball skills and 

throwing and 

catching. We 

have continued to learn about the different ways in 

which we can pass the ball to each other: in particular, 

we have been persevering to perfect our chest passes. 

We have been stretching our collaborating learning 

muscle by playing games against each; working together 

to see which team can score the most goals by passing 

the ball to all our team members. The opposing team 

also stretched their collaboration learning muscle by 

intercepting the ball and defending the space, before 

passing it around their team and moving into an attacking position to score a goal.  

  

This week, in maths, we have been learning how to rename (carrying over) when completing 

calculations using the column method for addition. We discovered that in column method, we 

had to add together the ones first, then the tens and finally 

the hundreds. As a class, we made some ‘marvellous 

mistakes’ and these 

helped us to learn how 

to complete the column 

method correctly and 

with more confidence. 

To develop our fluency, 

we completed some 

addition calcualtions  

on the board; 

specifically telling the 

rest of the class each 

step of the process.  
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As part of our history 

lessons, we have been 

creating our very own 

Stone Age pottery. We 

have been learning that 

in the era of the Stone 

Age, they made their 

own clay using raw 

clay, grog, water and quartz. We discussed the different periods of time within the Stone Age 

and we are now confident in knowing the names for the three different eras. As a class, we 

had to stretch our noticing muscles to carefully add the finer details from our plans onto our 

own pots. It was initially quite tricky to create the shape of the pot but we all persevered and 

helped each other. As part 

of our Design and 

Technology learning, our 

next history project is to 

build a Mesolithic hut and 

we have already started to 

plan this. We are very 

excited to share the finished 

products with you in the 

future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In science, we have been learning about the uses of different materials as part of a  ‘material 

hunt’ that we completed outside. We had to draw what we could see (with labels) and make 

sure each material was in the correct category for the type of material it was made out of. We 

had to find things that were made from wood, plastic, metal, 

rubber, brick and glass. As a class, we discussed our results 

and stretched our reasoning learning muscle when describing 

and proving why each item was in each category. We even 

came up with some new categories that were not on the list- 

for example, when an object was made from more that one 

material.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

This week, we welcome Miss Yates into our class! Miss Yates will be completing her Teaching 

Assistant apprenticeship with us this year and we have really enjoyed having her in our class 

this week. 

 

In our computing learning, we have continued to extend our knowledge and 

understanding of data and data logging. This week, we set up our data 

loggers around the school to record different sets of data. We set one up in the 

hall to monitor the sound levels over 

the course of the day and another in 

our classroom to monitor the light 

levels; leaving it in the window to track the dalight 

hours. We are looking forward to interpretting our data 

next week, and, in prepartation for this, we have been 

practising how to read the various graphs, identifying 

and descriing what they show. We made links to our maths learning, too, by reading and 

interpretting the graph, including identifying the highest and lowest points, as well as the 

different intervals and the most appropriate scale to use.  

 

 

In our literacy learning, we have been working through the 

‘imitation’ stage of the Talk 4 Writing process. Having created story 

maps and ‘boxed up’ our model text (so that we can identify they 

key features and structure of our text type), we moved towards 

short-burst writing, where we built up descriptive paragraphs about 

our main characthers. In these paragraphs, we used similes, 

metaphors, expanded noun phrases 

(including adjectives) and the idea of 

showing the reader what our characters 

were like, to convey their feelings. We 

have written some very emotive 

descrptions of how scared and worried 

our main characters are at the beginning of our stoires and some 

juxtaposing paragraphs to show how they had grown and 

changed by the end. We also finsihed writing our ‘warm writes’; 

imitating the model text but creating our own narratives.  
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In maths, we have really been stretching our noticing learning muscles in year 4; identifying 

number patterns and sequences. In Year 5, we have really beein absorbed in similar learning 

activities, identifying 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000 more or less than any given number 

and in Year 6, we have really been stretching our 

persevering learning muscle by solving problems where we 

had to identify the order of operations, before solving each 

section of the calculation. We used the rhyme, ‘deal with the 

brackets, divide and multiply, 

add and subtract’ to help us and 

in one of our lessons (where we 

were building up our fluency 

and confidence), we completed 

over 4 pages in our maths 

books!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our music learning, we can now play the notes C, D 

and E on the keyboard! We have been stretching our 

making links learning muscle by using actions to represent 

changes in pitch and explored playing our music at 

different tempos, too. Our new piece of music was quite 

complicated this week, and we really had to listen 

carefully to each other when playing. We also listened to 

a variety of major and minor chords, comparing the two 

and describing when they might be used: for example, 

minor chords may be used to show something scary or to 

build suspense! We are looking forward to playing a new 

piece of music next week, before learning how to play our 

next note in the C major scale, F. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Class 3 geography this week, we have been exploring the 

savannah biome. We used the ‘DK Find-out’ website to 

research which plants and animals live in the African 

Savannah and worked hard to stretch our making links 

learning muscle; 

identifying how they were 

adapted to living in the 

specific climate and 

conditions on the biome. We identified the physical features 

of the biome- identifying that certain wildlife (such as 

grazing herbivores) are abundant. We made links to the 

freshwater biome of the River Nile, too, identifying how these 

biomes interact on the southern most banks of the river. We 

also explored the human features of the savannah biome and 

talked about how human activity can threaten the biome’s 

existence. For example, over grazing and taking too many trees for fire 

wood can cause desertification. Please find our savannah biome 

knowledge organiser on the school website to find out more.  

 

In art this week, we have been exploring and learning about sculpture; 

studying 3 famous sculptors: Henry Moore, El Anatsui and Sokari 

Douglas Camp. These sculptors use/d a number of 

techniques to build their up their structures including 

carving, moulding and using recycled materials. Then, 

linking to our history topic of Ancient Egypt, we designed 

and built a sarcophagus and mummy. 

We have built our mummies using 

recycled materials to build the form and we will finish our 

sculptures using papier mache or Plaster of Paris, in our next art 

lesson. To build our sarcophagi, we used a net; folding and 

fixing card to form the shape. We also researched what 

decorations would have been used on the sarcophagi, to make 

sure that our sculptures portray an accurate representation.   
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Collective Worship 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Reverend Johnsen and 

Rachel (from the NISCU) who have shared with us some virtual 

Collective Worship assemblies. Although we could not be together as 

a whole school (or see Reverend Johnsen and Rachel in person), 

we really enjoyed thinking and learning together whilst watching 

these recorded videos. In the NISCO Collective Worship, the 

NISCU puppets told us about Jesus being the light of the 

world and Reverend Johnsen talked to us about being 

together as one school and community family, especially in 

uncertain times; linking to Jesus and his family.  

 

 

 

 

Tweak of the Week 

 

At the beginning of this new school year, and after an extended period away from school, we 

are taking the opportunity to fully review our behaviour policy. In Class 3, we took some time 

to evaluate what we like and what works well with our behaviour systems, as well as things 

that could be improved and changed. We have decided to trial the following three things, 

across the school: 

1. Continue earning Housepoints for our school Houses (Blencathra, Helvellyn and Skiddaw) 

2. Continue to earn kindness tokens in each of our classes 

3. Move away from the idea of ‘losing’ points and move towards helping every member of our 

class meeting our ‘Tweak of the Week’ target, set by each class each week. 

 

Building on from the comments received in our last whole school questionnaire, Class 3 will be 

in touch to seek your views and opinions in the coming weeks, too. We are looking forward to 

creating our new behaviour policy and embedding it in the coming weeks and months.  


