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Learners of the Week: Amber, Freddy and Arietta 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 81     Helvellyn 69     Blencathra 66    

 

We’ve started to get into the festive spirit, this week! On 

Tuesday, we worked with our buddies to make our Christmas 

crackers and enjoyed our delicious Christmas lunch on 

Wednesday. Year 6 have decorated the Christmas tree too, this 

week, and we have all 

enjoyed rehearsing and 

filming our Christmas 

nativity. Everyone should be 

very proud of all of the 

singing, dancing, acting and 

rehearsing that they have done. We can’t wait to have our 

film premiere, next week! Despite this very busy week, we’ve 

continued to have lots of exciting learning happening in each 

class. Well done, everyone!  

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have been busy practising for the 

Christmas play this week in Class 1. 

Using our imagination skills, we took 

on the different character roles and we 

cannot wait for you to all see our 

Nativity characters and storyline. It is 

going to be wonderful! 

 

We also had another exciting visitor in school this week linked to our 

topic of ‘people who help us’. A doctor came to visit us and we 

enjoyed learning all about what doctors do. We also generated our 

own questions to ask and it was brilliant to have the opportunity to 

learn about some of the different ways in which doctors help us and 

why they play such an important role in all of our lives. It has been 

great to learn more about different people who help us and every 

visitor we have had has been really inspiring and we thank them for 

their time and insight! 
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In maths in Nursery and Reception, we have been developing our knowledge of positional 

language and how we can describe different positions using the correct mathematical language. 

We explored this using coloured blocks and toys to experiment with language like next to, behind 

and in front of. In Year 1, we have been comparing different mathematical statements involving 

addition and subtraction. We used our knowledge of the symbols which demonstrate more than 

and less than within this learning, building on our previous learning, but also carefully 

considering the order of the steps we needed to take to solve the calculations.  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In PE this week, we 

stretched our collaboration 

muscles as we worked as a 

team to play hand ball.  

This was our last week on handball and we worked hard to put everything 

together that we have learnt over the last couple of weeks.  It was challenging as the game is so 

fast moving, so we had to concentrate on where the ball was in order to move into a space to 

obtain the ball. 

 

In Computing this 

week, we have been 

learning how digital 

devices can be used 

for different 

activities.  We looked 

at a range of devices and discussed 

them and discovered that some devices 

can only be used for one activity and others can be used for many.  We 

then looked at the similarities and differences between using digital devices and non-digital 

tools. We focussed on the paint app on the laptops and explored its effectiveness in comparison 

to drawing by hand. 

 

In our RE learning this week, we have continued with our work on the Nativity, stretching our 

imagining learning muscles and thinking how tired Mary and Joseph must’ve been travelling to 

Bethlehem.  We also thought about the kindness offered by the innkeeper who offered Mary and 

Joseph all that they had: we thought about how being kind relates to us today and how we can 

show kindness to one another! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week we were very lucky and we got to work alongside Miss 

Hutton for our Design and Technology project. We had a go at making 

our very own Roman catapults. We split into year groups and 

collaborated together to use the wooden dowling and other materials to 

create our Roman weapon. First, we had to carefully measure the 

pieces of wooden dowl to make sure we were using the correct pieces 

for each part of the project. Once we had measured these, we 

assembled each section and an adult used the glue gun to stick them 

together in the correct order. We then had to draw and cut out lots of 

triangles, using card to strengthen our model: we discussed how it 

was important to ensure they 

were strong and sturdy. We glued the triangles onto the 

joins and then worked out how we could attach the firing 

arm! We came up with lots of different ways to do this 

but decided to use an elastic band (to add tension and fire 

power!), some pins and some glue from the glue gun. We 

had to attach the arm to the other piece of wooden dowl, 

too, and make sure we had a straw around this so that it 

would be free to spin around: this would enable the arm 

to move forwards and backwards. After this, we had a go 

at carefully firing our catapults using tiny pieces of scrunched up paper. In this activity, we 

used our maths skills to see how far the paper travelled across the room, as well as applying 

our knowledge of right angles! This part of the 

lesson really stretched our skills as designers as we 

had to work out how to fix and strengthen the 

firing arm when it broke! We absolutely loved this 

lesson with Miss Hutton and we all learnt so much!  

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3, maths is certainly one of our favourite 

lessons and - after lots of comments about how 

enjoyable the arithmetic maths paper was during 

assessment week- we’ve been been stretching and 

applying more of these maths skills in our lessons this 

week. At the beginning of the week, we made links to 

all of the knowledge that we have gained this term 

and set about applying it to lots of different types of 

arithmetic questions. This gave us the opportunity to 

practise everything from addition and subtraction to 

multiplication and divison as well as a few tricky 

fractions, decimals and percentages questions. Having 

completed these learning activities in all of our maths 

lessons this week, we really enjoyed showing off even 

more of our progress from this term and just what 

brilliant mathematicians we are!  

 

As well as this wonderful maths learning in our 

lessons, it has been brilliant to see just how many of 

us have been stretching our maths learning outside of school by working on 

the targets in our maths passports. Quite a few of us have had 

these signed off by an adult at home (and in school) and we 

are all enjoying setting ourselves these challenges.  

 

In literacy this week, we have finished our letters to our 

favourite authors. We made sure that we included the features 

of formal letters, as well as questions and our favourite parts 

of the stories that they write. We hope to receive lots of replies!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had a busy few days recording our Christmas Nativity. We won’t give away any spoilers 

but we’ve all worked really hard to learn our lines and our songs ready to record. We can’t wait 

to see it and share it with you all online next week!  

 

We’ve also been busy planning our science investigations. We had to think 

carefully about our methods and how we could best answer our questions 

and test our theories as well as considering how we could make it a fair 

test. Then we set out our results table ready for testing next week.  

 

 

In geography, we started work on double page spreads all about the UK. We 

worked hard to lay out our information in a clear and organised way - 

creating paragraphs on a particular theme. We used the atlases to help us 

gain lots of information about the physical and human features of the UK. 

We’ll hopefully share the finished work with you next week.  

 

 

  

Movie Night 

 

After writing such a brilliant letter and planning it all out, 

we all really enjoyed Class 1’s Movie Night! It was such a 

treat to get into our pyjamas to watch a festive film and 

we all really enjoyed our healthy snacks of fruit and 

vegetables. Thank you, Class 1, for organising a lovely 

treat! 
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