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Learners of the Week: Arthur, Lucas and Kai 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  131    Helvellyn  131    Blencathra  119 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week we have been focusing on 

measurement, particularly developing our knowledge of 

mass and capacity. When learning about the measurement 

of mass, we began by understanding the different 

mathematical vocabulary to describe objects (heavy and 

light). We then used this knowledge to support us when grouping objects based on their mass. 

We compared objects carefully, using our reasoning skills to argue why the object should be 

categorised as heavy or light. We also enjoyed acting as human weighing scales to measure the 

weight of objects comparably and hunting for objects heavier 

or lighter than a given object. We also explored the 

measurement of capacity, extending our prior learning around 

full, half full and empty to now delve deeper to incorporate 

nearly full and nearly empty. We had fun investigating 

practically using both water and lentils! 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have 

continued to secure our understanding of digraphs and their 

corresponding letters. We have been extending our learning by writing name labels for animals 

and practising forming tricky words using letter tiles. In Nursery in phonics this week we have 

exploring volume and how we can adjust the volume of different things. We played matching 

games and enjoyed adjusting the volume when playing different 

musical instruments.  

 

We also had a 

brilliant visit to the 

new Hallbankgate 

Hub book exchange! 

It was great to use 

our new library 

cards and to look at the selection of books and choose one to take home and we even had the 

chance to listen to a story too! We are looking forward to visiting again soon. 
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 Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this 

week we continued to develop our scientific knowledge 

regarding the parts of a plant. This week, however, we 

focused on trees and some of their different parts and the 

purpose behind each of these parts. We enjoyed applying 

our understanding by looking at trees in our outdoor 

learning environment, naming the different parts that we 

could see. We also made some brilliant 

links to our learning about the parts of a 

plant from last week and then applied this 

knowledge to the parts of a tree, noting 

similarities but also differences. To apply 

our understanding, we created labelled 

diagrams. We also had the opportunity to 

check up on our seeds and the growth is 

phenomenal! We noticed that roots have formed as has the stem and some small leaves 

demonstrating that the conditions in which we have been growing the seeds are optimal for 

growth. We also checked in on the seeds which we were keeping in different conditions, for 

example no light, no water and no warmth and it was clear that those seeds hadn’t grown as 

successfully as a seed with better growing conditions. We look forward to 

watching as our seeds continue to grow and develop over the coming weeks! 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning we continued to develop our 

knowledge of Buddhist places of worship, temples. We recapped the learning we 

developed last week, including some of the different customs linked to worship 

in a temple. We then learnt more information about some of the features of a 

temple and how people pray when in a temple. We then drew pictures linked to 

Buddhist temples, with Year 1 also forming a sentence about the place of 

worship.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In PE this week we stretched our 

persevering muscles as we memorised and 

performed our floor routines.  This was 

challenging remembering all of the steps in 

the performance: we enjoyed watching 

each other and finding the positives in one 

another’s routines. 

 

In our Maths learning in Year 1, we have 

been using our knowledge of number 

bonds to 10 in order to support us in 

developing our knowledge of number 

bonds to 20.  We 

worked collaboratively and used ten frames to support us and wrote the 

number sentences down and looked for the patterns.  It was good fun and 

we quickly found the patterns which helped us to speed up in finding the 

number bonds to 20. 

In Year 2, we have been working hard with our 5 times table and then using 

our knowledge of this to divide by 5.  We quickly discovered that being 

confident with our times tables will support us with working out 

mathematical problems involving division. 

In Year 3, we have been dividing a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number - with remainders.  This 

was very challenging, however through perseverance and using resources around us to support 

us we were able to find the answers.  We 

then did some work on scaling, which was 

good fun and because of our confidence 

with our times tables we were able to work 

with independence and poise in order to 

complete our tasks - well done year 3! 

 

In literacy this week we have been 

developing our reading comprehension 

skills, we have been looking for key words within a question in order to 

help us skim and scan to search for the answers, year 3 are growing in confidence with this 

skill and so have been encouraged to use a highlighter in order to support them, we found this 

useful particularly as the text length increases. 

 

In science this week we found our pulse and had a go at measuring our heart rate. We counted 

how many beats per minute while we were resting and then did the same after we had 

exercised.  This was interesting and through up some interesting results, which led us to talk 
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about a fair test and what else we could do to ensure a fair test takes place. The children came 

up with some fabulous responses, including:  

“We need to make sure we can all find our pulse.” 

“We need to be able to count through to 100 and more.” 

“We need to not become distracted.” 

“We could repeat it a few times.” 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our RE learning this week we explored different holy books and why they are special to the 

religions that read them. We then talked about our special books and the reasons that they are 

important to us. 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our phonics learning, we have been looking at the ‘ch’ sound that can also 

sound like a ‘sh.’ For example the words; chicken and chef. We really stretched our noticing 

skills because we had to decide which column each of the words went into. If we were unsure 

we had a go at writing down the word in 

each column and see if it looked correct 

before making our final decision. Using 

the Super Sonic Phonics and Friends 

scheme has really helped us gain 

confidence with reading and we love to 

read with speed while using our bossy 

phonics fingers to help segment and blend 

the words. We feel that our spelling has 

improved too and we have a ‘can do’ 

attitude to spelling.  
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As part of our geography learning this week, we 

have been carrying on with producing our 

persuasive leaflets to persuade people to visit 

Hallbankgate Village. Using our plans that we 

created last week, we started to write out our 

actual leaflets and include things like; a bold 

title, pictures, rhetorical question, information 

about the village and captions to describe the 

pictures. We are really proud of our leaflets so 

far and we cannot wait to share with you our 

finished leaflets in the future.  

 

In history this week, we have started to create our own newspaper reports about The Great Fire 

of London. Last week, we spent some time studying real newspaper reports so we recapped this 

in a discussion and went over the features of a newspaper report. We then discussed what we 

were going to call our newspapers, how much they would have cost and the date they would 

have been written (September 1666). During this lesson, we really had to stretch our imagination 

because we had to pretend to be an actual 

newspaper reporter from the fire during the 

year 1666. We had to think how they would 

have been feeling, what they would have seen 

and what they would have been able to smell 

in the air. Over the next few weeks, we will be 

finishing our newspaper reports and we look 

forward to sharing these with you soon.  

 

 

 

As part of our literacy learning over the past couple of weeks, year one and two have been 

looking at common nouns and proper nouns and being able to confidently explain the difference 

between them. For one of the practical tasks to consolidate this learning we had to sort the 

nouns into separate piles one for common nouns and the other pile was proper nouns. This 

stretched our reading skills and we had to use our phonics knowledge to segment and blend any 

unknown words. Year 3 have been learning different sentence types and knowing the difference 

between; a statement, question, command and an exclamation. Our Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG) lessons run alongside our literacy lessons and we feel these are helping to 

consolidate terminology and SPaG skills across all year groups within Class 2 which is fantastic 

to see!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

It has been excellent to see just how hard everyone has been working on their maths home 

learning over the course of the week: we’ve had lots of targets met in our Maths Passports and 

we are working hard to practise our targets as well as other mathematical concepts that we are 

fascinated by.  

Having finished writing a discussion text in our Design and Technology learning last week, we 

have moved on to learning about food hygiene in preparation for cooking over the next few 

weeks. In our lesson this week, we identified the ways in which our personal hygiene can 

impact food preparation, as well as what we need to do to store food safely and ensure that 

there is no cross-contamination. We found out about the different coloured chopping boards that 

we need to use for each type of food group as well as the temperatures that are required to store 

foods safely. We’ve been making lots of links between our DT and PSHE learning this term and 

this learning reinforces our knowledge of food groups, medicines and anaphylaxis. We have all 

demonstrated that we understand how to cook and prepare ingredients safely and can’t wait to 

prepare some Roman recipes next week! 

In our RE learning this week, we have been building our lesson from last week about spirituality. 

We have all thought carefully about the difference between spirituality and religion but have 

decided that people can find comfort and a sense of belonging and awe from both. To 

demonstrate what we can find a sense of belonging, awe and comfort in, 

we applied our vocabulary skills from our literacy lessons over the last few 

weeks to write poems. They are very emotive and we decided to write a 

class poem, taking a line from each of our individual poems, to celebrate all 

that is good and positive in the world. 

 

In music, we have been playing 

different pieces of music... at the same 

time! It was lots of fun and meant that 

we got to apply our knowledge of reading music, playing 

different parts of the djembe to make different sounds and 

keep in time!  
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In our literacy lessons, we have started a brand new non-fiction unit based on being able to 

write an explanation text. At the beginning of the week, we explored a model text (all about 

cheetahs and how they catch their prey!) and co-constructed a list of all the different features of 

an explanation text. We identified the purpose and audience of this text type too, as well as 

structure and composition. By the end of the week, we 

had developed our own chronological understanding of 

how cities are captured in our class text, Mortal 

Engines, and we will use this to write our own 

explanation texts next week.  

In our maths learning, we have been working hard to 

continue developing a range of skills. In Year 6, we 

have been building on our ratio learning from last 

week by applying this knowledge to create scale 

drawings and scaling up recipes: we’ll stretch our making links learning muscle in a few weeks 

by using these skills in our DT cooking lessons! In Year 5, we have been completing our final 

lessons on division by solving problems and showing all of our progress in an 

end of unit assessment and have started our next fractions unit. Building on 

our learning from last week, in Year 4, we have been finding the perimeter of 

polygons and rectilinear shapes, making sure that we don’t miss any 

measurements when calculating the final amount.  

 

On Tuesday, it was Safer Internet Day: the theme this year 

was, "Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations 

about life online". We used this day to recap what we 

already know about keeping safe online, before moving on 

to talking about social media. Working in small groups, we 

came up with the benefits and limitations of using communication tools like WhatsApp and what 

challenges children may face when online. We also recapped what we could do if we were sad, 

scared or worried about things that we had seen online. Throughout the lesson, the teachers in 

our class acted out some behaviours and scenarios that might happen on social media: it was 

interesting to look at these actions in this way and helped us to see that our actions towards one 

another should be no different if they are on a phone or electronic device.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)   

 

It’s been another busy week in our foundation 

subjects. On Wednesday afternoon we had a 

fascinating time exploring colour theory. Starting 

with just the three primary colours we 

discovered how they can be mixed to form 

infinite hues. We looked at how colours can 

complement each other by making each other 

stand out more, or how colours can be 

analogous which means they can be used in a colour scheme where 

they blend in well together. Once we’d carefully mixed our secondary and tertiary colours, we 

had a go at creating tints, tones and 

shades by adding white, grey or black to a 

colour. We worked hard to carefully grade 

the colour so that it gradually changes – 

creating a spectrum of yet more colours in 

the process. We can’t wait to put this colour 

mixing knowledge into practise in our next 

art lesson.  

 

In our science lesson this week, we did 

some excellent recapping about our learning 

so far. We were able to demonstrate our 

understanding and knowledge of the role of blood, blood vessels and the heart. We then began 

an enquiry into what effect exercise might have on our heart rate. First of all, we all had a go 

at finding our heart rates using our pulse. This was tricky, but many of us managed to calculate 

our resting heart rate – noticing that we are all different. Then, working in groups, we began to 

plan our investigations to try and answer our enquiry question.  We had to think carefully about 

how we could plan a fair test by identifying all the variable which could also affect our heart 

rate or influence our results. By this point 

we’d worked out our final investigation 

question and then made a prediction 

before recording our resting heart rates. 

This time we used some new exciting 

technology, heart rate monitors that clip 

on our fingers. We were so exciting to use 

the new equipment and were really 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

pleased when we all got accurate readings – so much easier than 

measuring from finding our pulse with our fingers! Finally, it was time 

to begin our investigation. We took turns doing 3 minutes of exercise 

before measuring our heart rate immediately after, after 1 minute, 2 

minutes and 3 minutes. Most people’s heart rates dramatically increased 

after exercise then gradually came down 

but we’re looking forward to analysing 

our data further and drawing some 

conclusions in our next lesson.  
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