
 

Week beginning 6
th

 June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Vera, Elliott and Callum 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 183   Helvellyn 158      Blencathra 163 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1, we have continued to develop our 

computing skills by learning to move the robot Bee 

Bots using a range of different buttons. This week, 

we had a particular focus on using our problem 

solving and noticing skills to move the Bee Bots from 

one place to another. It was tricky to sometimes 

work out which directions we needed to programme but we persevered and adapted our plans to 

successfully plan our routes. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, 

we began to learn about Australia this week. We used 

maps, atlases and globes to locate Australia and also 

found Australia on Google Earth. We used our previous 

geography learning to determine the features on the map 

including the terrain, identifying the orange as desert, 

the blue as the ocean or water and the green as 

vegetation. We also used non-fiction books to learn 

facts about Australia and to generate questions. We are 

looking forward to learning lots more over the coming 

weeks!  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we have 

been developing our understanding of special journeys 

and pilgrimages. We looked at different examples of 

special journeys for others and also thought of journeys 

we have undertaken ourselves. We then looked at 

different pictures of people travelling on a special journey 

and people undertaking a holy journey or a pilgrimage. We considered the difference between the 

physical aspect of a journey and a spiritual journey. We made some brilliant links to our 

previous RE learning and were able to recall some of the traditions and customs within different 

places of worship. We focused specifically on pilgrimages in Christianity and next week are 

going to focus on Islam. 
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In our art and expressive arts and design learning, we 

have started to look at different examples of landscapes. 

We looked at the work of John Constable and considered 

the different landscapes which he depicted in his 

paintings. We also looked at examples of different 

landscapes through different artistic mediums, including 

photography, paintings and drawings. We then learnt 

about how artists often create a colour wash in order as 

the background in a landscape painting. We then applied 

this by experimenting with creating colour washes 

ourselves. Using watered-down paint, we were able to 

explore different colours to create different effects. We 

used various shades of blue to depict the sky and also 

investigated oranges, reds and yellows to demonstrate a 

setting sun landscape. We look forward to continuing to 

develop this understanding over the following weeks and 

to creating our own landscapes as well. 

 

In our PE and physical development learning this week, we have continued to develop and 

enhance our skills linked to the different sports activities we are going to be demonstrating in our 

upcoming sports day. We have been practising our hand-eye coordination skills when conducting 

different throwing activities and have been developing our collaboration skills when undertaking 

relay races by supporting our peers during the different activities. We look forward to 

showcasing our skills during sports day! 

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, this week we have 

been exploring grouping to solve problems. We learnt 

about arrays and identifying rows and columns in 

patterns and being able to describe equal and unequal 

groupings within this. In Reception, we have been 

exploring teen numbers and ordering teen numbers 

based on their value. We have also continued to 

consolidate our knowledge of number bonds and odd 

and even numbers. In Nursery, we have been exploring 

repeating patterns and have been using the language of 

more and fewer when comparing groups.  

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

This week in science we have been 

stretching our collaboration muscles as 

we worked together to learn about MRS 

GREN, or - as we have been learning 

- the seven life processes.   

 

In PE this week, we have been 

continuing our sports day practise as 

well as developing our sports 

leadership skills by scoring how many 

points each person scored on the 

various events.  We particularly 

enjoyed the javelin, long races and relay races.  Despite it being very warm we  

stretched our persevering muscles to keep going! 

We have been stretching our noticing muscles in RE this week as we have been learning to 

identify what happens in a Muslim mosque. Many of us made some excellent links to our visit a 

mosque a couple of years ago! 

 

In literacy, we have been learning the poem ‘The 

Magic Box’ by Kit Wright. We stretched our 

noticing muscles to identify the features within 

the poem, before analysing the vocabulary the 

poet uses to create images within the poem. 

 

This week I sent home some handwriting practise 

for the children to do independently. I am so pleased with how many children have completed 

this and returned it school. I will continue to send home handwriting on a Monday to be 

returned on a Friday, so I can give them feedback on how to improve their writing the following 

week. Well done, Class 2! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in our history lesson, we have been learning all about 

William Shakespeare and why he is a significant person in history. 

We found out that he was a poet, actor and playwright. As a 

class, we made links to our previous learning about the other 

significant people we have 

learnt about (Florence 

Nightingale and Marie Curie). 

After collaborating to complete 

some research about William, 

we wrote our own paragraph  

about him including details like; who he was, his career, 

where he came from, his 

achievements, what he liked to 

do in his spare time and when 

he died.  

   

During our geography learning this week, we have continued to dive 

deeper into learning all about planet Earth. We have used all of our 

knowledge learnt so far to produce excellent non-chronological 

reports about planet Earth. After discussing the features of a non-

chronological report, we came up with some catchy headlines to grab 

the reader’s attention and make them want to read on. We are really 

proud of our reports and are excited to share the end results with 

you.  

   

         



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In maths this week, we have moved onto learning all about time. We had a go at using the mini 

clocks and testing each other on creating the correct time. We really enjoyed practically making 

the times and sharing this with one another. This week, we focused on recognising and writing 

down times for o’clock and half past. As a class, we had an extra challenge of remembering the 

months of the year rhyme to complete a challenge sheet all about the number of days in each 

month.  
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Class 3 News   

 

We have had an extremely busy and exciting week in Class 3, this week! 

At the beginning of the week, we all really enjoyed finishing off our class 

story, ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll. This book - set in 

February 1941 - follows the adventure of Olive and Cliff as they are 

evacuated to Devon. From bombs in the blitz to secret codes and moral 

dilemmas, this book had us all gripped as we found out how the war 

affected people all over the United Kingdom and beyond. We were very 

mature and respectful when discussing one key thread throughout the book 

(how Jewish people were treated in Germany and Austria during the war) 

and we made lots of links to our history learning and other books that we 

had read. We all really stretched our empathy learning muscle as we tried 

to see the world from someone else’s point of view, before stretching our 

reasoning and questioning learning muscles to try and understand the 

moral aspects of war and the roles that people played- whether they had wanted to do them or 

not. We all decided that everyone can take something from one of the final quotes in the book:  

‘... it didn't matter where we came from, our language, our nationality, or our religion. As long 

as we all looked to the light.’ 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have written book reviews to summarise Letters from the 

Lighthouse. We stretched our distilling learning muscle as we summarised the main plot points, 

before recommending this book to someone (and reasoning why) and identifying our favourite 

parts- I think we can safely say that this book is a class favourite! We are looking forward to 

reading the sequel which can be found in our new ‘Reading for Pleasure’ box: this box, which 

will be given an exciting makeover soon, is full of brand-new award-winning titles and some of 

us have finished at least one book, already! Miss Hutton and Mrs Arnold are onto their third 

book each so far, with some members of Class 3 not far behind! It has been amazing to see and 

hear how enthusiastic everyone has been about reading: one member of our class read the book 

Pax cover-to-cover ‘just for the joy of it’! This is what we like to hear! Well done, Class 3!  

 

In maths this week, we have been completing our final few 

lessons on geometry. In Year 4, we recapped the properties 

of 3d shapes (including using 

the key vocabulary of vertices, 

edges and faces accurately), 

before showing just how much 

we had learned in our end-of-

unit assessment. To support 

our learning, some of us also 

used 3D shapes to create repeating patterns: this helped us to 
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identify the shapes that we could see in a range of 3D shapes. 

In Year 5 and 6, we have been learning about nets of shapes 

and applying our knowledge of the properties of shapes in our 

end-of-unit assessments. We 

used the resources in the 

maths area to help us 

visualise and work out each 

answer, as well as to help 

us reason and prove our 

answers. As part of our learning, we also completed 

reasoning and problem-

solving questions that 

allowed us to show our 

understanding of a range of mathematics from the last few 

weeks: this included different types of angles, triangles, lines 

and shapes. Our recall of mathematical vocabulary is really 

building and this rehearsal and recall is definitely helping us 

to apply our refresh and apply our knowledge.   

 

In RE this week, we have been drawing comparisons between 

the three places of worship that we have visited this term: a Church, Mosque and Gurdwara. We 

identified things that were similar, as well as different, as well as making links between all 

three religions. We used our knowledge of discussion texts to create a class set of comparative 

sentence starters (such as,  ‘similarly’ or ‘on the other hand’) and began to summarise our 

learning in our RE books. Our class discussions and written pieces were brilliant and visiting 

each of these places of worship has really enhanced our learning and recall, as well as our 

questioning, understanding and empathy towards others and the world around us.  

 

 

On Wednesday, we were lucky enough to 

visit Eden Camp Modern History Museum in 

North Yorkshire. Set on the site of an old 

prisoner of war camp, the museum allows 

visitors to travel back in time to the Second 

World War to experience and learn about all 

aspects of the conflict and the period in 

history surrounding it.  

 

We all looked amazing in our 1940s outfits, 

so we fitted in perfectly to our surroundings once we arrived at the 

museum. Each hut at the camp is set up to display information 

about and reconstructions of all the different elements of WW2. We 
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were able to find out about the build-up to the conflict, experience the inside of a German U-

Boat and even walk down an authentic 1940s shopping street, complete with smells! One 

particularly powerful hut allowed us to experience a street in the midst of the Blitz, which, 

although it was quite scary and upsetting, really brought home to us the reality of the conflict 

and the effect this would have had on peoples’ lives. This experience - paired with our trip 

down the Victoria Tunnels in Newcastle - has really allowed us to experience the reality of what 

people in the UK had to face during WW2, bringing our history lessons to life.  
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After lunch “under the sea” next to some human torpedoes, we 

continued to explore the museum and saw how the war changed the 

lives of women; how rationing and blackout 

affected what people ate and what they 

could wear; a ‘dig for victory garden; and 

how truly global the conflict became and 

how other people and places around the 

world were involved and affected. We also 

got to try out different kinds of bomb shelter 

and look at lots of different kind of vehicles 

and weapons. We even got to try out some 

1940s games like tin-can alley and tic-tac-

toe.  

 

Our trip was brought to a close with the chapel of remembrance, 

through which we all walked very respectfully and were reminded of the human cost of and 

impact of this deadly period in time. 

 

Throughout the visit, we were all excellent ambassadors to our 

school, showing great care and respect to each other, our 

surroundings and other members of the public.  

 

Using this trip and our visit to the Victoria Tunnels, we spent 

some time on Thursday reflecting on the thoughts, feelings, 

sounds, sights, smells and tastes that we experienced and used these to imagine what it must 

have been like to live through the Second World War. We 

noted down everything that came into our heads and used 

our ideas to create a powerful poem to express our 

feelings and paint a picture of what it would have been 

like with our words. The results were very moving and 

really allowed us to build empathy 

for those affected by war. 

 

On Thursday we were back on a 

coach again to start our swimming 

lessons. These sessions put many 

of us out of our comfort zone yet, everyone got into the pool and 

persevered with following the teacher’s instructions and tried new things. 

Our swimming sessions are a great demonstration of our learning in 

general and show us how we all learn at different rates and have 

different comfort zones. Despite this, everyone made progress even in the first session, purely 
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through perseverance and giving it a go. So, whether our progress was getting into the pool for 

the first time, or improving our strokes, we should all be really proud of ourselves for making 

those first steps (or splashes!) on our learning journey.  

 

 

       

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Jubilee Celebrations  

Did you take part in the Jubilee celebrations in the 

village during the school holidays? If not, here is a 

photograph of our poetry, artwork and bunting that 

was displayed in the Village Hall. It looked brilliant- 

well done everyone! 

 

School Song  

A number of years ago, we wrote our own school 

song. This song - which helps to describe how resilient, resourceful, reflective and reciprocal we 

are in our learning -  is something that Class 3 often sing or remind themselves of when they 

are faced with a challenge in their learning. So, this week, 

we had an extra special musical 

morning where everyone in our 

school learnt the song, with lots 

of us learning how to play it on 

musical instruments too. Our 

music learning in class really 

helped with this and it sounded 

great! We all enjoyed singing 

together and we really enjoyed learning how to play the 

Caribbean Steel Drums: Miss Hutton will be starting an after-

school KS2 music club next week to enhance our musical 

creativity, as well as knowledge of other cultures and 

traditions. We can’t wait!   
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Collective Worship 

We were lucky enough to be joined by Reverend Johnsen and Rachel from NISCU for two 

assemblies this week. Thank you for joining us this week! 

 

 

Cumbria County Council Family Learning 

Our Family Learning Resilience and Wellbeing sessions for parents and children begin next 

Monday: please let us know if you would like to join this five week programme. We hope to hold 

more Family Learning sessions in September - watch this space! 
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Dear School,  

Brampton Golf Club is happy to be working alongside Brampton Action Area Group offering children's Golf coaching in 

the Summer Holidays. The coaching is open to boys and girls aged between 7 and 16 years.   

Funding for this has come through the Postcode Lottery and Brampton Action Area Group are hoping to get as many 

children who receive Free School Meals to attend.  

The sessions will be held on: 

Monday 25th July 

Monday 1st August 

Monday 8th August & 

Monday 15th August 

12 till 3pm each day. 

The coaching will be conducted by two PGA Golf professionals and a packed lunch provided for each child on the day. 

Attached below is a booking form that I would be grateful if you could send onto the parents/guardians of your pupils 

who may be interested. 

The coaching was well received in the Easter Holidays so we are hoping to have another good turn out. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Many Thanks, 

Philip Waugh 

Brampton Area Action Group: Golf Coaching at Brampton Golf Club - BOOKING FORM (Summer 2022) (google.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEgBYMxmX2-44cHcu7wsUx26boBqctj002tt62kt_GzIvnMg/viewform

