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Learners of the Week: Amber K, Arietta and Sebastien  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  148    Helvellyn  148    Blencathra  141 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Class 1 this week, we have been exploring 

measurement, focusing on the measurement of height and 

length, specifically. We used different mathematical 

equipment to support us when measuring, including rulers 

and metre sticks, using the language of taller, shorter and longer to compare objects. We also 

enjoyed making links to our new talk for writing story, Goldilocks and the Three Bears by 

creating beds for Baby Bear, Mummy Bear and Daddy 

Bear. We had to carefully consider the size of each of 

the beds to match them to the bears and their size 

carefully. We have also been learning about the different 

days of the week and applied our understanding when 

reading the story Jasper’s Beanstalk. We even had fun 

singing days of the week songs! 

 

In phonics in 

Reception we have continued learning different digraphs 

this week. We have been applying our understanding by 

reading stories together, reading CVC words in different 

games and forming CVC words too. In 

phonics in Nursery, we have enjoyed 

singing songs and rhymes and reading 

the story of The Tiger Who Came to Tea. 

We even used our noticing skills to sequence pictures based 

on a story.  

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have started to focus on 

the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We enjoyed 

acting out the story last week, finding different sized bowls, spoons, chairs 

and beds to use when acting out the story. This week we are going to 

create our own collaborative story map to help us when retelling the story. 
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we continued our learning 

about Mandirs, the special place of worship for Hindus. We recalled some of 

the facts from last week and found it fascinating to look at different images 

of Mandirs from around the world. We then created some brilliant drawings 

of a Mandir. 

 

In our design technology 

and understanding the 

world learning this week 

we had an amazing time 

creating pizzas! We 

carefully measured out our 

ingredients and then mixed 

them together to form a dough. Once the dough had 

been created, we then all mastered the technique of 

kneading, it was tricky but we persevered! Next, we 

rolled out the dough using rolling pins, mixed our 

tomato base and also grated cheese. It was so much 

fun and tasted delicious! 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have been learning about different 

habitats in which plants grow. We learnt about how plants are adapted 

to their environment, sorting pictures into different habitat categories 

and justifying our reasons to the group. We then applied our understanding by drawing pictures 

of different plants 

from each of the 

habitats we had 

focussed on 

(woodland, desert and 

underwater) on our 

classroom chalk walls, 

which now look 

really colourful 

and vibrant!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we 

have enjoyed some practical measuring 

work outdoors in Year 1, consolidating 

all that we have learned over the last 

few weeks, before completing our end 

of unit on length and measure. In Year 2, we have also 

completed out unit on length and measure this week and 

been practicing our skills on reading the measurements on a ruler and as well as drawing 

accurate lines. In Year 3, we 

have been working on using 

the most appropriate measure 

(metres, centimetres or 

millimetres) for measuring 

different items.  We have 

also been working on 

equivalent measurements. 

 
 

 

In our French learning this week we have been stretching our 

imitating muscles, learning about pets and how to say what pets we 

have. 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been thinking about the 

main character Grace in our new class story Amazing Grace. We 

have been thinking about using adjectives and similes to describe her 

personality as well as what she looks like. 

 

In our science learning this week we have been continuing learning 

about hygiene and its importance. This week we carried out an 

investigation to find out the 

cleanest and dirtiest places in the 

school. We chose different areas 

around the school that we 

thought might be dirty and made 

predictions on where we thought 

the dirtiest places might be.  We 

look forward to letting you know 
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the results next week and our conclusions.  

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week as part of our geography learning, we have 

been for a walk around Hallbankgate to complete our 

fieldwork study about the village. We focused on 

creating a map of the village and we plotted on our map 

the main human and physical features we could see. 

We used our noticing skills to create simple symbols to 

represent 

different 

features and 

once we got back to school we created a key for our 

maps. It was lovely to do our mapwork outside in the 

village and to stretch our art skills further too.  

   

In maths this week, we have been working on our 

maths passports and these are going really well! We 

are proud of our hard work we put into these each 

week in school and at home. Thank you for your 

continued support with these; we can see the 

amazing progress the children are making. As well as practising mathematical skills in our 

maths passports, we have been learning all about mass. We have been doing some practical 

activities comparing the mass of two different objects and predicting which one we think will be 

the heaviest and then testing it out using the balancing scales. 

After we placed each object in the 

balancing scales, we recorded our 

results and wrote down a statement, 

for example; the glue stick was 

heavier than the rubber.  
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This week in our art lesson, we have been learning all 

about the ‘Colour Wheel’ and which are the primary, 

secondary and tertiary colours. We had to use the 

primary colours (red, blue and yellow) to mix and make 

the secondary and tertiary colours. After learning all 

about the colours, we carefully created them 

independently and could explain which colours we 

mixed together for each colour.  

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

What another jam-packed week of learning in Class 3 this week!  

 

In our maths learning, we have all been developing and extending our knowledge of fractions, 

decimals and percentages this week. In Year 4, we have been using bar models and pictorial 

representations to help us add and subtract fractions- including when the fractions are 

represented as improper fractions and as mixed numbers! We have all really enjoyed stretching 

our reasoning learning muscle to prove how we know the answer, as well as make links to our 

wider fractions knowledge. In Year 5, we have been exploring the link between decimals and 

percentages this week: we have all been so absorbed in our learning and we have enjoyed 

applying our knowledge when solving a range of puzzles and problems. In Year 6, we have 

unfortunately come to the end of our algebra unit! By the end of the unit, we all were able to 

find two unknown values in algebraic expressions, making sure that 

we worked systematically so as to not omit any possible options. 

Despite how we felt about algebra prior to starting the unit, we’ve all 

actually realised that it is just a case of solving 

puzzles and applying the four operations- whether 

that is as they are written or working in the inverse. 

What a brilliant week! 

Our French learning and confidence is continuing to 

go from strength to strength! This week, we have 

started a new unit focussed on learning how to describe our hobbies and 

pastimes. We had lots of fun acting out each one and learning to say our 

new vocabulary!   
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We’re so proud of how determined and absorbed everyone has been with working towards 

meeting their Maths Passport targets in recent weeks! This week, some of us have been working 

through break times to squeeze in some extra practise, as well as setting ourselves targets to 

have completed our passports by! In addition to this, we’ve all been talking about our history 

home-learning projects and it is excellent to hear about how these are developing. Just like with 

our passports, some of us have chosen to use non-fiction books in our classroom and in the 

library to begin our research... at break times! This just shows how conscientious and positive 

we are about our learning! 

 

In our literacy lessons, we started the week by writing out cold writes. These cold writes had 

two key criteria: to be set in a forest and to have the main character set off on a quest! We were 

so absorbed in writing our narratives that some of them were nearly 3 pages long! Throughout 

the rest of the week, we explored how authors create suspense by looking at a range of extracts 

from recently published children’s novels, as well as using images to begin to build up and 

develop banks of descriptive sentences and phrases that we can ‘magpie’ when we write our 

warm and hot writes. It was brilliant to see just how many of us were able to apply our 

knowledge from the last few units and independently choose to use similes, metaphors, 

personification, powers of three and powerful adjectives to help paint a picture in the mind of 

the reader. At the end of the week, we began to read our model text as a ‘reader’: during this 

lesson, we read each sentence carefully, making sure that we 

understood each element and the text as a whole. This allowed 

us to then ‘box up’ the features of a quest tale so that we are 

able to identify all of the components that we’ll need when we 

write our own stories.  

In our computing learning, we’ve 

been developing our knowledge of 

digital media and vector drawings. At 

the beginning of the week, we 

explored how shapes can be joined, 

layered and positioned to create new 

images before applying these skills on 

the laptops.  
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Our French learning and confidence is continuing to go from strength to 

strength! This week, we have started a new unit focussed on learning 

how to describe our hobbies and pastimes. We 

had lots of fun acting out each one and learning 

to say our new vocabulary!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had another excellent week in music, too! This week, we 

continued to practise the different rhythms that we learned 

last week, before beginning to develop our composition skills 

in suggesting an order. It was exciting to add in solos and 

call and response elements and we had to listen carefully to 

make sure that we were keeping in time and playing the right 

section at the right time!   
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We’ve had another excellent week of cooking 

in Design and Technology, this week! 

Having already baked bread and rusks 

(our carbohydrate recipes) and pork and 

salmon (our protein recipes), this week it 

was time for fruit and vegetables! Working in groups, we prepared, 

cooked, tasted and evaluated two recipes: apple and pear compote and 

sautéed parsnips! Applying our knowledge of how to safely cut and 

chop using knives, we prepared all of the fresh ingredients before 

cooking them on the hob until they were soft and gooey. The surprise 

of the afternoon was that the parsnip dish was the most popular with 

barely a scrap left! We concluded that cooking 

them in juice and honey definitely added to the 

success of the dish as it added a lovely sweet 

element. Although popular, the pear and apple 

compote was less popular as it was just too 

sweet, despite having quite a lot of vinegar 

included to cut through the sweetness! We 

evaluated that we could reduce the amount of 

honey and juice to make it more 

palatable!   
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we carried out some research to 

answer the question: what was life like in Roman Britain? We 

first thought about the different areas of life that we might 

want to research such as houses, technology, education and 

sanitation and then used an internet source and books to find 

out information about these areas to help us answer the 

enquiry question. We’ve been practising pulling information out of sources and using our own 

words to express and explain our findings so it was great to put these skills into practise. We 

found out many fascinating pieces of information – from how buildings were built with a form 

of concrete, to how mainly boys went to school where they were taught Latin and practised their 

writing on wax tablets. We’re going to carry on with this enquiry next week, with a closer look 

at Hadrian’s Wall and life in our local area during Roman times, before hopefully visiting the 

wall the following week.  

 

Over the past half term we’ve been listening and appraising a range of rock 

songs and learning to sing Livin’ on a Prayer by Bon Jovi. We’ve loved 

listening to different songs across the genre and have enjoyed spotting 

similarities and differences as well as picking out the musical features of 

each song. On Thursday, we finished learning Livin’ on a Prayer and 

performed it just using the backing track. We’re looking forward to learning a 

new song and exploring a different genre next week.  

 

On Thursday afternoon, we further explored colour theory by putting into 

practise everything we learned in our previous lesson to complete a colour 

mixing challenge. We each had to choose a paint colour swatch and use 

our colour wheel and knowledge of tints, tones and shades to mix and 

match the colour. Every time we made a match, we added our colour to our 

class colour board which had 100 spaces. We were so excited to complete 

the challenge and mix and match 100 colours between us! Following this 

we explored the use of acrylic paint. We learned lots of different techniques 

we can use including layering, 

creating washes, mixing on the 

page, creating overlays as well as 

paint brush techniques like using 

a dry brush, scumbling and 

creating hard and soft edges. 

We’re really looking forward to 

putting this all into practise next 

lesson.  

Poetry by Heart 
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Well, I’ve been done out a job! So many 

children wanted to read and perform poems 

this week in my poetry assembly that I 

didn’t have time to read out my poem of the 

week!! It has been so exciting to see the 

enthusiasm that children from right across 

the school have brought to learning and 

reading poetry, with so much effort and 

time being put into perfecting their 

performances! This week we had new 

poems that have been learned off by heart, 

readings of favourite poems and we even 

had two children performing a poem they 

wrote themselves!!! I’m still in the process 

of recording and 

deciding who I will 

put through to the 

national competition 

- it is certainly a 

very hard job to 

choose when they 

are all so brilliant, but I am over the moon 

that so many children have been inspired to 

give it a go and carry on learning poems to 

perform in my assembly.  
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