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Learners of the Week: Zach, Alex B and Emilia    

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  184    Helvellyn  202   Blencathra  181 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 
In our maths learning in Nursery this week, we have 

been learning all about prepositions, including behind, 

next to, in front of, under. We enjoyed searching for 

hidden dinosaurs based on prepositional instructions 

and learning about different prepositions in the book 

Rosie’s Walk. We also went on a treasure hunt involving 

prepositions and created towers linked to prepositional language. In our maths learning in 

Reception, we have continued to develop our understanding of adding on and taking away. We 

have been using mathematical resources to support us in exploring the different contexts and 

have also been practising using the mathematical vocabulary. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have continued to develop our understanding 

of polysyllabic words and CVCC words. In our phonics learning in Nursery, we have been 

singing action rhymes and songs and have also been playing noisy pairs games. Our older 

Nursery children have also been picking a pattern card and drawing the pattern in lentils and 

have been matching objects to their corresponding letters. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have continued to learn about our 

story, The Three Little Pigs, this week moving into the innovation phase. We 

began by collaboratively making changes to the initial story, generating 

new characters for our story and the story villain, The Big Bad Wolf. Next 

we are going to make story maps to reflect our changes.  
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we continued our learning about animals 

this week focusing on animals and their offspring. 

We completed a matching activity in which we had 

to match the animal babies to their parents and use 

the names to identify them. We discussed how some 

of the animals looked similar but others looked very 

different to their offspring. We also talked about 

whether we thought the animal baby hatched from an egg or was born as live young. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning. we continued 

to develop our knowledge of Australia, this week focusing on Australian 

wildlife. We went on a fun magic carpet ride to Australia to discover 

some different Australian wildlife using our imagining skills. There 

were some animals that we recognised but a 

few new animals too. We then sorted the 

animals into different groups including animals 

that live in the water or on land, the number 

of legs the animal has and whether they were 

dangerous or not. 

 

In our PSHE learning, we have been learning all about daily routines and ordering different 

images based on a typical day.  

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning, we have continued our learning about 

landscapes, focusing on Australian landscapes 

in particular. We explored the medium of 

watercolour, using our noticing and imitating 

skills to reflect the Australian landscape we had 

chosen.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

In Class 2 this week, we have worked incredibly hard to get to grips with speech and dialogue 

in our stories. Having used speech bubbles to identify and create the words spoken by the 

characters, we spent our last literacy lesson of the week exploring how to use inverted commas 

accurately and, even though we had lots of punctuation rules to remember, we had lots of 

success by the end of the lesson! We've also been innovating on our model text and have written 

descriptive paragraphs, following a 'shared write' that we wrote together.  

In science, we've continued to make our observations and 

measurements for the two investigations we currently have 

in our classroom: whether or not seeds need water to 

germinate and whether or not it matters which way around 

a bulb is planted. Following this, we used cards labelled 

with 'air', 'water', 'water', 'warmth' 

and 'soil', to reason and justify 

which ones we though were the 

most and least important for 

plants.  We shared our ideas and justifications, before exploring the 

adaptations of cacti and plants that live in the rainforest, as well as 

the purpose of a greenhouse. This 

helped us to recognise that water, light 

and warmth are important factors in 

plants surviving and thriving. We'll be 

putting some of these ideas to the test 

over the next few weeks with more 

investigations!  

 

What a brilliant time we had on Friday morning at William 

Howard School! Travelling on the bus, along with Reception, we 

all tried incredibly hard in each of the activities that we took part 

in. Everyone was an excellent representative for our school too! Well done everyone!  
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We ended the week with some time on the Library Bus, 

too, and chose some lovely books to enjoy! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week in our maths learning in Year 1, we have continued with our multiplication and 

division unit. We have focused on recognising equal groups and adding equal groups together. In 

Year 2, we have been learning to find a half and we then moved onto recognising a quarter. We 

learnt that - in fractions - the top number is called the ‘numerator,’ the bottom number is called 

the ‘denominator’ and the line in the middle stands for ‘out of.’ The numerator represents how 

many parts or pieces have been shaded and the denominator shows how many parts there are 

altogether. In Year 3, we have been starting our new unit on fractions and have too been 

learning all about numerators and denominators. We also looked at unit fractions and we 

compared and ordered these. It was interesting to learn that the greater the denominator, the 

smaller the fraction. This is because it is split up into more pieces or parts.  

  

In our literacy this week, we have been studying 

our model text, ‘Meerkat Mail’ and we unpicked 

the main parts of the story to add them onto our 

class story mountain. We colour-coded the 

different parts of the story so we could visually 

see which part was which. The green = settings, 

yellow = action/events, pink = character and blue 

= dialogue. We then moved onto unpicking the 

features of the fiction text to read as a writer. We 

were ‘SPaG 

detectives’ 

and we 

noticed features like; inverted commas, adverbs, similes, 

alliteration, fronted adverbials, proper nouns and collective 

nouns.   
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During our history learning this week, we have started to 

create our very own letters. We pretended to be a WW1 soldier 

in the trenches and we were writing to a loved one back home, 

telling them all about the conditions in the trenches. We learnt 

all about what is was like in the trenches for the soldiers from 

watching educational videos and reading real-life letters 

written by the soldiers during WW1. First of all, we discussed 

who we were writing to and the types of questions we would 

ask in the letter, so that they would write back. We made links 

to our previous literacy learning for the layout of a letter and 

what the salutation is. Next week, we will continue writing 

our emotive letters and we cannot wait to show you the 

completed versions.  

  

In our phonics lessons this week, we have been learning the spelling rule; if the vowel sound is 

short, we double the consonant then add an ‘est’ to the end of the word. For example, hot is the 

root word and when we apply the spelling rule the new word is hottest.  

 

We have had some very exciting geography lessons 

over the past two weeks in Class 2. We have been 

learning all about the different layers of the Earth. 

After learning about 

the five layers, we 

used the playdough to 

create the different 

layers of the Earth. 

The different layers of 

the Earth we learnt 

are the Inner core, outer 

core, lower mantle, upper 

mantle and the crust.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week has in Class 3, we've been working on our 'cold writes' in literacy, as well identifying 

prepositions and determiners in sentences. We've also been gripped by the ending of our class 

text, Julia and the Shark, and there was an audible moan every time we 

had to stop reading it! We've made a start on 

our new book, Tom's Midnight Garden, and 

used this in our VIPERS reading fluency 

sessions over the course of the week. 

In our RE learning, we have built on our 

knowledge of signs and symbols on a 

Christian place of worship, to identify the 

purpose and features within an Islamic 

mosque. To support us in our learning, we 

listened to the call to prayer and listened to a child's experience 

of praying. Having identified all of the 

different features, we then had the 

opportunity to look closely at a range 

of items linked to prayer, including a 

prayer mat, beads and the stand for 

the Qur'an. 

 

We received some very special post this 

week! Having written to Kata Balen (one 

of our favourite authors) we received two 

hand-written replies! It was amazing to see that she had read our 

letters carefully and asked us 

questions in reply to what she had 

read. This has inspired lots more 

letter-writing (and story-writing!) 

during breaktimes this week!   
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

We’ve started a new unit in literacy this week on narrative writing. We’ve 

written our ‘Cold Writes’ to show what we can do already as well as exploring 

our model text based on our new class book, Tom’s Midnight Garden. We 

analysed how authors create settings and atmosphere in a finding or portal 

style story.  

 

In maths this week, in Year 4 we have finished our unit on money with some 

reasoning and problem-solving challenges. In Year 5, we came to the end of our statistics unit 

by reading and interpreting timetables and, in Year 6, we’ve been 

calculating angles in triangles.  

 

In our art learning this week, we recapped on our 

learning about portraits and started learning some 

portraiture skills! First, we explored how we can 

use our pencils to create different shades, tones and textures, before 

moving on to drawing facial features. It was tricky to draw what we 

observed and not what we thought it should look like! We then had a go 

at drawing a self-portrait to practise all our skills together, just like 

many famous artists have done such as Rembrandt and Van Gough.  

 

Our science this week, we stretched our knowledge of different types of 

animal and how they are classified by exploring different life cycles. We made comparisons 

between the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. It was fascinating 

spotting the patterns and similarities - even through each type of animal are so different. We 

learned about larval stages, metamorphosis and the different types of reproduction as well as the 

different experiences of young animals some of whom rely on their parents, others who are 

immediately independent.  
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Gardening club (lunchtimes and breaktimes) 

 

We've spent many break times gardening this 

week! We've sown wildflower seeds in the 

wildlife garden, flowering plant seeds in the 

borders and beds and flowers and 

vegetables in the greenhouse! Well done 

everyone!  
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https://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/News/Vacancies/

