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th 
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th
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Learners of the Week: Amber, Vera and James  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  88    Helvellyn  107  Blencathra  86 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

w/b 6
th

 November 2023 

In our maths learning this week we have been focusing on 

the numbers 4 and 5. We looked at the numerals for 4 and 5 

and have also been subitising different patterns linked to 

these numbers. We have 

been matching different representations of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

and have also been ordering numbers based on their value. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have been 

focusing on the digraphs ll, ff and ss. We were excited to 

learn these and have been applying our knowledge of 

digraphs when segmenting and blending for reading and 

writing. In our phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring 

loud and quiet sounds. We enjoyed adjusting the volume of 

musical instruments and also sorting pictures into louder or 

quieter sounds.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning this week, we have 

continued learning the story of the Gruffalo. We have 

enjoyed creating our own story maps to support us when 

retelling the story and have also been exploring the story 

further using hot seating activities and identifying character emotion activities.  
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

w/b 6
th

 November 2023 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we have been learning 

about the different organs in the human body. We enjoyed looking at a 

model of a human torso and identifying the different organs too. It was 

great to explore the organs and we made some brilliant links to our previous 

learning about the human skeleton.  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning about festivals and celebrations, this week we 

focused on the Islamic festival of Ramadan and Eid. We made some interesting links to other 

festivals including the importance of considering others and giving money to 

charity. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning this 

week, we explored bonfire night in preparation for our 

learning about the Gunpowder plot in Year 1. We enjoyed 

talking about some of our own experiences of bonfire night 

from the weekend and watched some videos of fireworks over 

London, where we spotted lots of London landmarks from our geography 

learning. We then generated lots of descriptive words linked to the sound 

and sight of fireworks and then explored movements inspired by fireworks.  

 

In our music and expressive arts and design learning, we had a great time exploring 

glockenspiels for the first time. It was interesting identifying the different letters on the keys and 

exploring how the pitch changed. We are looking forward to learning more this half term.  

 

In our PSHE and physical development learning, we 

have been learning all about healthy eating and a 

balanced diet. We looked at the Eatwell Guide linked 

to having a balanced diet and discussed the 

different food groups and how they support our 

healthy development. We then sorted through 

different foods to establish which 

food groups they would fall into 

and whether they would be 

categorised as a healthy regular 

choice or a special treat.  

 

Year 1 spelling: we used magnetic letters for our spelling this week! 
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Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

w/b 13
th

 November 

In our maths learning this week, we have continued to 

focus on the numbers 4 and 5, expanding our 

knowledge to include finding 1 more or 1 less than a 

given number. We used objects to support us when 

counting and rhymes such as 5 currant buns to help 

us to understand the concept of sequence. We have 

also been practising using 5 frames and we are 

becoming more confident in transferring our understanding of numbers and subitising numbers 

to represent a number on the 5 frame accurately. Another mathematical concept we have been 

developing this week is the idea of whole and parts. We used different objects made up of 

multiple parts, using our noticing skills to match the parts together to make the whole. 

 

In our phonics knowledge in Reception this week, we have been focusing on letter formation and 

have started to explore creating different letters using our fine motor skills. This week, we have 

focused on creating a cursive c as it forms the basis for a number of different letters (a, o, d, g) 

but have also been practising creating ascending 

letters (h, l, t) and are looking forward to practising 

more to support our development as writers. 

Although it was a little tricky, we were so proud 

that we persevered and could already see so much 

progress by the end of the week.  

 

In our phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring 

rhyme. We enjoyed making rhyming soup and 

playing a rhyming bingo game.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have been diving a little deeper into the thoughts and 

feelings of characters in our Gruffalo story. We explored how the characters might have felt at 

different stages of the story and were able to recall 

key phrases from the story to help us when 

justifying our thoughts. We also enjoyed hot seating 

some of the characters. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

w/b 13
th

 November 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we have continued to 

develop our knowledge of the human body. We 

recapped our knowledge of organs in the human 

body and also the different bones in our 

skeleton. We then created our own version of 

heads, shoulders, knees and toes linked to the skeleton and organs in the human body. We 

created some great photos to outline our new song and are looking forward to displaying it in 

our classroom.  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we focused on the festival of Diwali. We 

enjoyed learning about how people celebrate Diwali around the world and were intrigued by 

Rangoli patterns and the Diyas used to symbolise light.  

 

We also started our KidSafe learning this week in 

which we explored the concept of trust. We met KS 

the monkey who is going to support us in our 

learning and also practised some trust exercises. We 

are looking forward to learning more with KS over 

the next few weeks!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield) 

w/b 6
th

 November 

This week in our spellings in 

Year 1, we have been focusing 

on learning how to spell; 

friend, school, put, push and 

pull. We used the magnetic 

letters to create each word to 

help us to remember how to 

spell each one correctly. In Year 

2, we have been learning; 

plant, path, bath, hour, sure 

and sugar. We used our 

whiteboards to practice each 

spelling. In Year 3, we have 

been learning all about the 

prefix ‘un’ which we learnt means ‘not’ for example; unzipped means to be not zipped up.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During our art lesson this week, we have been stretching our noticing muscles to carefully sketch 

the head of the Roman Emperor Julius Caesar. We made links to our history learning about the 

Romans and Roman Emperors and could accurately tell each other all about who Julius Caesar 

was and what he did. Next week, we will use our plans to create sculptures of his head using 

the air-drying clay.  
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In our literacy learning this week, we have 

been continuing to look at explanation texts 

and, after innovating on the cheetah 

explanation last week, this week we created 

our own explanation text about tigers and 

how they hunt for their prey. We made links 

to our learning about tigers from last week 

and included all of the amazing facts we 

knew in our pieces of writing. Our 

explanation texts include; a title - with a how 

or why question-, an introduction and paragraphs to explain what tigers 

eat and how they catch their prey. We really enjoyed putting on the ‘story 

telling cape’ to read out explanations to the rest of the class, too.  

 

This week in our maths learning in Year 1, we have been completing the 

end of unit assessment for addition and subtraction within 10. Some of 

the questions were tricky but we persevered to answer them. In Year 2, 

we have been adding and subtracting 10s using the Base 10 to help us 

practically make each number before adding or subtracting a 10: using the equipment was really 

helpful and we could clearly see what each answer was once we took away or added on 

another 10. In Year 3, we 

have been adding 2 numbers 

across a 10. We used column 

method to answer each 

question and exchanged 10 

ones for a ten where we 

needed to.  

 

 

For our geography learning this week, we have been studying the 

major rivers of Europe. We started to focus on the river Volga 

(Russian: Во́лга) which we found out is the longest river in Europe. 

The river Volga is situated in Russia and it flows through Central 

Russia to Southern Russia and into the Caspian Sea. We used 

different sources of information to answer questions about the river 

Volga. The questions we had to answer were; What is the name of 

the river? What is the length of the river? Where does the river 

start? Where does it run through? Where does the river end? We 

also had to look at what the human and physical features are that 
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are nearby to the river. Finally, 

we drew a picture of the river 

Volga. Next week, we will 

continue our river study but we 

will focus on a different major 

river of Europe.  

 

  

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield) 

w/b 13
th

 November 

 

This week in our spelling lessons in Year 1, we have been learning our new spellings; full, 

house, our, were and today. We talked about the new spellings together and then had a go at 

writing them on mini whiteboards. In Year 2, we have been learning our new spellings for the 

week, too; could, should, would, who, whole and clothes. We noticed that ‘could, should and 

would’ all have the 

pattern ‘ould’ in them. 

After noticing this, it 

helped us to remember 

how to spell each one 

correctly.  
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During our phonics 

learning this week, we 

have been looking at the 

sound ‘u’ which can be 

in the word ‘unicorn’ but 

it can also be in the 

word ‘stunt.’ We realised 

that they look the same 

in each word but sound 

different. The next sound we learnt was the ‘ow’ sound as 

in clown and yellow again we noticed that the ‘ow’ in each 

looked the same but sounded different. Over the rest of the 

week, we studied ‘ie’ as in pie or chief, ‘ea’ as in scream or 

bread, too. For each sound, we were given words to write 

down, including some with more than one syllable! 

 

 

This week in our maths learning in Year 1, we have been 

starting our new unit of work ‘shape’ and we have been 

learning all about 3D shapes. We had to recognise and 

name 3D shapes such as; sphere, cone, cuboid and 

cylinder. Next, we had to sort 3D shapes into different 

categories. In Year 2, we have been subtracting two 2-

digit numbers (not across a 10) using the Base 10 to help 

us. We then moved onto subtracting two 2-digit numbers 

but this time we did this across a 10 which means we 

had to rename from the tens column to get extra ones as 

we did not have enough ones to subtract from. For 

example; 23 - 6 we could not do without taking a ten 

away and breaking it into ones to give us more ones to 

work from. In Year 3, we have been subtracting two 

numbers (across a 100) and then we had a go at adding 

2-digit and 3-digit numbers together. Some of the 

questions were very tricky so we went through them together on the 

board, drawing the hundreds, tens and ones out to help us and 

using the Base 10 too. We all persevered and are proud of our 

progress.  
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During our history lesson this week, we have been 

continuing our study of Roman houses. We looked at the 

four different types of Roman house; Hut/shack, Insulae, 

Domus and a Roman Villa. We continued our big A3 

worksheet and we had to draw each type of house and 

write a few sentences to 

describe each type of 

house. After completing 

our sheets, we had a discussion and compared the different 

types of Roman houses.  

 

 

 

 

In our geography learning this week, we have been continuing our 

studies of the major rivers in Europe. This week, we focused on the 

river Danube which we found out is the second-longest river in 

Europe, after the Volga in Russia. It flows through much of Central 

and Southeastern Europe, from the Black Forest south into the Black Sea. We had to use the 

laptops and look at the Britannica website to research the 

river Danube and note down our findings. We are really 

enjoying our river studies each week in geography and are 

enjoying stretching our computing skills to help us with our 

research.  

 

This week in our literacy 

lessons, we have been 

completing our ‘Cold Write’ where we had to write about an 

elephant being at the front door! We had to stretch our 

imagination to think of who was in the house when the 

elephant appeared? Why was the elephant there? What was 

the elephant wanting? And what would happen next in the 

story? We all came up with some brilliant stories and Mrs 

Whitfield and Miss Hutton 

really enjoyed reading 

through them!  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) w/b 6
th

 November 

 

Having explored materials and some of their purposes last week, we've been really stretching our 

reasoning skills in our science lessons this week! At the beginning of our lesson, we became 

'super sorters' to group and categorise materials and objects based on their properties. Using new 

vocabulary such as 'rigid', 'flexible' and 'absorbent', we sorted a range of objects under one criteria, 

before using Venn Diagrams to sort materials by more than one property. After completing this 

activity together with the resources and materials that we could find around the classroom, we 

then created our own Venn Diagrams to sort and categorise a range of objects by their properties. 

Following this, we applied our new vocabulary to rank and sort properties of materials by their 

usefulness and suitability. For example, we decided that 

windows being transparent was more important than 

windows being rigid. We all made 

sure that we gave reasons for our 

ideas which really stretched our 

reasoning skills and allowed us to 

show off our science learning!  

 

In RE this week, we have been 

learning the parable of The Lost 

Sheep. We were all keen to spot the 

hidden messages in this story 

and we thought carefully about 

how people can show kindness to one another and show 

resilience when things are difficult- just like the farmer 

did with his sheep.  

 

Building on our music learning from last half term, we 

have been applying our knowledge of different notes to 

create simple compositions on our djembes. Using the 

words 'plum', 'apple' and 'watermelon', we created our 

pieces of music and performed them to the rest of the 

class. We then developed these further by annotating on our 

plans to record which part of the djembe we'd use- whether 

this was the centre with the lower pitch, or the edge with 

the higher pitch. We all enjoyed keeping in time and playing 

as a group, too. 
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We've had an excellent French lesson this week and we are remembering so many new words 

and phrases- it's brilliant! Having practised how to greet someone and ask how they are (as 

well as give one of three answers), we found out how to ask and answer the question, 'How old 

are you?'. At the start of our lesson, we'd recapped the numbers to 20 (in French) and listened 

carefully to recognise and highlight the number that represented our age. We then used this 

learning to help us say how old we were with the phrase, 'J'ai 6/7/8 ans.'  

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  w/b 13
th

 November 

 

In our literacy learning, we have been stretching our imitating 

learning muscle to learn our brand new model text off by heart! 

Using The Tiger Who Came to Tea as our inspiration, we have 

been learning to retell this story and act out all of the new story 

telling language to really help us remember the key features! By 

the end of the week, we were able to retell most of the story on 

our own (complete with actions) as well as fully understand the 

story and what happened in each section. To really show our 

understanding, we 

completed lots of reading 

comprehension activities 

on Friday which allowed 

us to stretch and apply 

our reading skills in 

different ways. In Year 1, 

we matched captions (that 

included graphemes from 

our recent phonics learning 

for an extra challenge) to 

illustrations from the story; in Year 2, we 

sequenced the story before writing our 

own captions; and in Year 3, we used 

dictionaries to find definitions and 

answer questions about these words and 

what happened in the text!  
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In our computing learning, we have started a brand-new digital media unit. Learning about 

digital devices and what they can do, we explored which devices were able to take photographs, 

as well as the difference between digital images and illustrations. Following this, Class 3 were 

very kind and let us borrow their tablets so that we could experiment 

with taking photographs. First, 

we were challenged to take a 

variety of photos (from close-

ups to selfies!), before learning 

how to decide whether a 

landscape or portrait shot 

would be the most appropriate. 

Moving our learning outside, 

we put this learning into 

practise and we took some 

effective photographs in each orientation.  

 

In our French learning this week, we have been continuing to practise 

asking and answering the question, ‘How old are you?’ We also 

recapped different types of weather and how we 

would greet one another.  

 

In our maths learning, we have been solving 

addition and subtraction calculations in Year 2 and 

3. Using the Base 10 to help us, we applied our 

knowledge of number and partitioning to add and 

subtract a range of numbers: 2dg numbers in Year 

2 and 2dg and 3dg in Year 3. In maths in Year 1, 

we have been shape hunters this week! Building on our learning from 

Class 1, we have been exploring different 2d and 3d shapes, complete 

with a shape hunt outside! We also enjoyed 

working out which shape Miss Hutton was 

describing when it was hidden away in the 

special shape bag- this let us show off all of 

our shape knowledge and vocabulary!  

 

In RE this week, we have been learning about 

the Parable of the Pearl. We listened carefully to the story before 

stretching our distilling learning muscle to pull out the most important parts. We then discussed 

what the moral or hidden message was before creating a story board to record the most 

important messages.  
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Finally, in science, we have been completing an investigation 

to work out which materials are stretchy and which ones are 

not! We used rulers to measure the distance that each material 

could be stretched, 

before making a note of 

our observations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

It has been another Hot Write week this week! We’ve been bringing 

together our learning about explanation writing to write an 

explanation about The Way of Jalal from our class text Varjak Paw. 

We’ve worked hard on making our writing both factual and interesting 

to read by varying our sentence structures and breaking up 

information by using structural techniques like bullet points. We’ve 

enjoyed bringing these together independently to write our own 

pieces. Excitingly, we’ve now moved on to our fiction unit; looking at 

how we can write suspense-filled quest stories.  

 

In maths this week in Year 4, we’ve been storming to the end of our 

multiplication and division unit. This has involved using and 

applying our multiplication facts to reason and solve problems as well as taking on more 

complex challenges like multiplying 3 numbers together. By the end of this week, we had moved 

on to learning about area. In Year 5, we’ve also been working on multiplication and division, 

with our focus being on prime and cube numbers as well as multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 

and 1,000. This was the end of the unit so the end of this week has seen us moving on to the 

complicated world of fractions. Meanwhile, in Year 6, we’ve started work on our new fractions 

unit. This has included comparing fractions using both the denominator and numerator as well 

as starting to add and subtract fractions.  
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Our new science unit on light started last week with a busy afternoon of 

experimenting and investigating. The aim of the afternoon was to answer the 

question ‘How does light travel?’ By exploring light in different ways and 

recording our observations with diagrams and notes we were all able to 

identify that light travels in straight lines. Then, to stretch our learning 

further, we set about investigating whether blocking 

light can prove that it travels. We observed how the 

torches shone onto a surface and then didn’t when 

an opaque object was put in front of the torch. By using our 

observations, we had a go at reasoning whether or not this could prove 

that light travels.  

 

Our history learning this week took a gory turn when we began 

learning about Ancient Egyptian beliefs by exploring the process of mummification. By 

examining artefacts, paintings, and recorded observations from the Ancient Greek historian 

Herodotus, we learned how mummification and they preserving of the dead developed over the 

Ancient Egyptian time period, why preserving the body was important and how they developed 

the process of artificial mummification. We took detailed notes and started creating a glossary of 

key terms ready to write up into an explanation which we completed on 

Wednesday afternoon. 

 

Art this week was a lot of fun. This week, we played with collage and looked 

at how we can create texture, tone and shape by using torn paper, 

newspaper and magazines. We looked at creating cubes that looked 3D by 

varying the tone of the colours we chose and explored using large and small 

pieces and contrasting colours in our collages. We then challenged ourselves to 

turn a 2D circle into a 3D looking sphere by grading 

the colours we used. Next, we explored our 

surroundings, collecting textures by creating rubbings using wax 

crayons before bringing all our new techniques together to create our 

own versions of Lubaina Himid’s artwork ‘Carpet’.  
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In gardening club this week, we had a lovely time thinking 

about the Hindu festival of Diwali that happened at the 

weekend. We learned that people celebrating Diwali often 

make bright colourful patterns called Rangoli. We went 

outside hunting for colourful natural materials to create our 

own Rangoli design. First, we had to search high and low 

for as many different colourful natural things as we could 

find. It was amazing how many colours there are at this 

time of year when you start looking! Next, we sorted our 

finds by colour, before collaborating to create our beautiful design.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) w/b 6
th

 November 

 

 

At the start of the week, we worked incredibly hard on our explanation text preparations. Using 

examples from our class text (Varkak Paw), we learnt and applied our knowledge of different 

types of sentence structures where we used a range of punctuation types to add parentheses. We 

thought very carefully about the relationship between the subordinate clause and the main clause 

to determine which type of punctuation was most appropriate, before practising using these in 

our writing. We also learnt how to use semi colons, colons and bullet points in a list - all of 

which came in very handy when writing our final 

explanations at the end of the week. 

 

In our PE learning this week, we have been working hard to 

apply our hockey skills so that we are able to move the ball 

with purpose. Working in groups of three to create triangles, 

we practised moving up and down the yard to find spaces; 

avoid the defenders; and 

pass with accuracy. From 

where we were at the 

start of our lesson on Monday, and by the end of our lesson 

on Tuesday, we'd made lots of progress and our passes and 

spatial awareness was much more accurate.  

 

Our design and technology learning has continued to go from 

strength to strength this week and we have now all used the saws to cut our pieces of wood to 

the correct lengths. Using sand paper, we have made sure that 

the finish on our Canopic Chests is to a high standard and we 

practised putting together the frame to check for any errors in 

measuring or sawing. Some of us needed to re-measure and re-

saw our wood but we all took responsibility for this and worked 

with great skill and independence. By 

the end of the lesson, so many of us 

had also measured and cut the wooden 

faces for our chests and ensured that 

the edges were sanded carefully. We 

are looking forward to putting our 

boxes together and adding our ancient 

Egyptian hieroglyphics before making 

the lids.  
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In our RE learning this week, we found out about the Dalai Lama and how he became the 

spiritual leader of Tibet at just two years old. Stretching our distilling learning muscle to pull out 

the most important facts, we followed his journey and evaluated how his teachings have 

inspired his followers and people around the world. Finally, we watched a video of the Dalai 

Lama speaking to young people about his advice for the future and how people should work 

together instead of in conflict with one another for the greater good- particularly regarding the 

environment and climate change. We thought carefully about the Dalai Lama's advice on living 

life in a non-violent and peaceful way and how people may follow his lead. 

 

We've been working hard on our maths passports in Class 3 this week, too, with so many of us 

challenging ourselves at break times and lunchtimes! 

 

Finally, a huge WELL DONE to the Year 3 and 4 football team who did so well at the football 

tournament this week!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  w/b 13
th

 November 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we worked hard on Monday to complete our explanation texts 

from last week, before moving on to writing our ‘cold writes’ showing what we already know 

about creating suspense. Following this, we explored our brand new model text as a reader 

(checking that we understood what was happening and what the words meant) before exploring 

it as a writer so we could begin to sport the features that the author used. It was really 

interesting to apply what we already knew about this new book (Varjak Paw) from our 

explanation unit over the last two weeks and this allowed us to 

stretch our skills in prediction 

and inference and deduction. We 

can’t wait to keep reading to 

actually find out what this story 

is about! 

 

In our French learning, we 

continued to learn about the weather and practised telling 

someone what the weather was 

like in a certain location (mainly 

where we lived). This week, we learnt 

how to say that it is foggy; there are 

showers; and there is a thunderstorm in 

French, as well as recapping all the 

other types of weather.  

 

We’ve had another excellent week in design and 

technology and our Ancient Egyptian Canopic 

chests are looking incredibly effective! This week, 

we were set the challenge of managing our own 

time and priorities as we focussed on whichever 

stage we were up to. For some of us, this meant 

finishing the sawing and cutting of each face 

(having measured carefully) whereas many of us 

continued to work on planning and painting our 

hieroglyphics. It is amazing to see how skilful we all 

are and just how independent we are in the creation 

of these projects! We can’t wait to finish them!  

 

Building on from our learning about leadership in RE, we continued to 

learn about the Dalai Lama this week. Having recapped his message for 

the children of today about climate change and working together for the 
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good of the planet, we wrote haiku poems to reflect on what we can do to make a positive 

impact on the world. Following this, we listened carefully to information about Ghandi and 

reflected on how many things have changed in the world for the better, but how people are still 

mistreated or not respected because of their skin colour. We all thought that it was incredibly sad 

that people do not always make a positive choice in the world and we are looking forward to 

learning more about Ghandi next week. 
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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