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th
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Learners of the Week: Summer, Hannah and Arietta 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 5     Helvellyn 8     Blencathra 5    

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy and fun-filled start to the Autumn Term 

we have had in Class 1! We have taken some time 

getting used to our learning environment and settling 

into school and have enjoyed welcoming our new 

Reception and Nursery children 

into our class too. 

 

We had a wonderful time doing 

some baking this week using the apples that 

had grown in our vegetable garden. We 

planned what we wanted to make using the 

apples and, after a vote, decided on apple pie 

and apple cake. We then created shopping lists 

so we knew which ingredients we would need, 

ready to start our baking. The following day, 

we set off round to Hallbankgate Hub to buy 

our ingredients. It was amazing having the chance to find and pay 

for our own ingredients! When we got back, we picked the apples off 

Zach’s apple tree and then all had a go at peeling and chopping them, 

as well as measuring out and 

making a cake mix and creating 

pastry. After combining all of the 

ingredients, we then cooked and tried 

our apple pie 

and apple cake, 

both were 

delicious! It was 

a brilliant 

experience! 
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We have also started to learn our new 

Talk for Writing story, Elmer, this week. 

We enjoyed reading the story and talking 

about some of the key messages from the 

story. We even created our own 

decorated elephants to imitate the 

elephant parade from the story. We can’t 

wait to begin to learn the story aloud! 

 

Class 2 News 

 

What an incredibly busy first full week we have had in Class 2! It’s been exciting getting used 

to new routines and challenges. Spellings will come home every Monday and will be tested the 

following Monday.  Everybody now has a reading book which can be changed as often as the 

children read them.  We encourage and celebrate the importance of reading and Reading Records 

are checked daily. We love reading in Class 2. 

 

We are all really excited to be 

heading on our school visit on 

Wednesday, linked to our history 

learning. This week, in our History 

lesson we learnt the story of 

Romulus and Remus: we stretched 

our imitating muscles as we created 

a storyboard to retell the story.  We also made links to 

history in art as we collaborated with a partner and researched Roman mosaics. We looked 

carefully at the colours and styles that we used and had a go ourselves at imitating and 

designing our own mosaics.  

 

In PE this week, we have been stretching our collaborating muscles as 

we worked together to develop our ball skills to build into ball games. 

We practiced throwing and catching successfully and used our 

observation skills to 

search for spaces to 

move into. We also 

had to really stretch 

our persevering muscles as we did our first 

bleep test of the year. 

 

 

In our Maths learning this week, we have 

been developing our understanding of numbers and the number system. We have been thinking 
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about different ways to make an amount using a part-whole model. We have also been using 

the Base 10 equipment from our maths area to visually demonstrate numbers. 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

We have had a brilliant start to the year in Class 3, this week! We are all really enjoying being 

back together in groups (rather than in rows) and we have enjoyed hearing about what 

everyone got up to in the summer holidays. We began the term by sharing all of the things that 

we liked about last year and were relieved to hear that all of the things that we liked were 

actually staying in place for this year, too! We really impressed Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton 

with our reasons and ideas behind these thoughts, such as saving time, having the same 

routines so we know exactly what we need to do etc.. We have settled into these routines with 

ease and have been working really hard in all of our subjects. 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been 

revising and recapping our understanding of 

number and place value, before moving on to 

applying this knowledge to learning about even 

greater numbers. In Year 4, we have been 

reading, writing and partitioning numbers to 

10,000 and in Year 5 and 6, we have been 

exploring numbers up to one million and ten 

million. To help us experience different question 

formats and pictorial representations, we have 

been using bar models, part-whole models and 

number lines to identify missing numbers, as 

well as Base 10 resources to help us 

understand the value of a range of numbers. 

We have been working hard to reason and 

prove our understanding by using place value 

headings to draw and represent a range of 

numbers, too.  

 

In literacy this week, we have started our new 

class text, ‘Sky Hawk’ by Gill Lewis. So far, 

we have read 12 chapters and have been 

introduced to our main characters and plot 

although we are sure that there are lots of 

twists and turns on the way! We let out the 

biggest ‘Nooooooooo!’ When Miss Hutton stopped reading and left us on a cliff-hanger- we had 

to wait until the next day to find out what the secret was! So far, we have written our cold 
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writes (where our main characters lose something precious) and 

have created a story map of the model text. We have also read the 

model text ‘as a reader’ (identifying the features the author used to 

draw the reader in) and ‘as a writer’ to find and identify all of the 

features that the author used to make the writing exciting and 

varied: we are looking forward to imitating some of these features 

in our warm writes, soon!   We have also been exploring the 

chapters that we have read in our guided reading lesson.  We have 

been trying to make sure that we explain our answers fully, 

making reference to the text to really show that we have understood 

what is happening.  

 

In our RE learning this week, we have started to learn about what 

makes a successful leader. We first empathised with how it might 

feel to be a leader or a follower, before identifying leaders in our lives. After identifying 

different types of leaders (whether that is religious leaders, leaders and managers of sports 

clubs or leaders in our home and school/ friends), we explored what qualities they might need 

and why. We then stretched out reasoning learning muscle to put these qualities in a ‘diamond 

rank’; identifying which ones we thought were the most important. We are looking forward to 

learning about religious leaders in the coming weeks. 

 

In PE this week, we have really, really impressed Ric! After warming up our bodies, it didn’t 

take us long to recall the movement patterns associated with attacking and defending and we 

demonstrated them with increasing accuracy. By the end of 

our second lesson, we had practised these skills in 

different-sized groups, meaning that we had to explore our 

options before passing the ball. We also challenged 

ourselves to keep persevering in our fitness activities. We 

recorded all of our scores and are looking forward to seeing 

our progress 

throughout the 

year.   
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In our computing learning, we have been building on 

our knowledge of databases from our learning last 

year. This week, we explored the vocabulary linked 

to ‘flat-file databases’ and created data to be 

organised and sorted. We explored how duplicates 

may be organised and how data can be organised 

into ‘fields’. We were able to make links to the data 

we collected and organised last year and we are 

looking forward to learning more about storing data 

efficiently.  

 

Outdoor Mathematics 

 

To further support our enjoyment and understanding 

of mathematics, every Friday afternoon we have an 

outdoor maths lesson! In Year 3, 4, 5 and 6, we 

have been exploring arrays and multiplication and 

division facts that we are a little unsure of (as well 

as square and 

cube numbers!) 

and in Class 1 

and Year 2, we 

have been using 

natural objects to measure different parts of our bodies. 

Orla (our Orang-utan friend who finds learning difficult), 

needed help to understand how we could measure objects 

in different ways. We really stretched our reasoning 

learning muscle to explain to her all of the things that we 

had found out. In Year 3, 4,5 and 6, we had to stretch our noticing and reasoning learning 

muscles to identify any errors and prove to our friends what the right answer should be: we 

used natural materials, pictorial representations and 

formal written 

methods to 

solve these 

problems. 
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Weekly Wellbeing  

To support our well-being and 

enjoyment of the natural 

world (as well as support our 

understanding in science), we 

are also working together to 

develop our school grounds. 

Last 

week, 

we explored some of the areas that we 

would like to improve and develop and made a start on pulling up 

weeds. As well as this, we all took it in turns to help tidy up the 

vegetable garden, now that we 

are at the end of the growing 

season. We also dug up the 

potatoes that we grew and took 

some around to the Hub for 

them to sell- we donated some 

peas in the holidays too and 

they sold very quickly! We were 

so impressed at 

how big they were 

and, on Wednesday, 

we peeled them and 

had them with our 

roast dinner! They 

were delicious!    
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

This week in Class 3, we’ve had a whistle stop 

introduction to the different topics we’ll be learning 

about this half term. On Wednesday afternoon, we 

looked at cityscape artworks and compared 

different cityscape artists over time from as early 

as Antient Rome to modern day. We carefully 

observed each painting and picked out the colour palette, style, lines and mood that the 

paintings create. We then looked at two paintings by two modern cityscape artists in more detail 

and annotated these in our sketchbooks - annotating all the similarities and differences we 

could spot as well as picking out elements we really liked or found 

interesting and having a go at sketching 

those ourselves.  

 

In Science this week, we were introduced to 

the topic of electricity. We learned what 

electricity is, how it can be used and what 

is required for electricity to flow from an energy source to a component. 

We then had a go at using all our new vocabulary in short definitions 

in our science books. 

 

On Thursday afternoon, we took a trip into prehistory and discussed 

what the term ‘prehistory’ means and how we know about it. We 

identified that we could use artefacts to help us understand this vast time period, but we need 

to ask important questions to make sense of them. We were brilliant at thinking about all the 

different types of questions we would need to unlock an artefact’s mysteries. We then learned 

what the term ‘chronology’ means and how this links with the terms ‘continuity’ and ‘change’. 

(Class 3: can you tell your grown ups what these words mean?). We collaborated in our 

groups to order some mysterious prehistoric artefacts by age, asking our important questions 

and using our historical reasoning skills to justify why we’ve made our choices.  
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Collective Worship  

 

It has been wonderful to get back to assemblies altogether in our 

school hall! Admittedly, it all felt a little strange at first but we are 

now back to our old routines with ease. On Tuesday, we listened to 

the story of Ringo the Flamingo to further our understanding of the 

amazing achievements of the Paralympian’s. We stretched our 

empathy learning muscle to understand the things that people find 

difficult (as well as less difficult) and how we can all help each other to succeed. We have all 

been enjoying signing our hymn/song of the week, too. These hymns are linked to our Collective 

Worship themes and help us to think about our role in the wider 

world.  

 

Hallbankgate Village Flower Show 

Last weekend, it was The Flower Show in the village. We have 

received some lovely comments about the standard of learning 

submitted to the show and we enjoyed celebrating our 

achievements in Celebration Assembly on Friday. Thank you to 

Anne (one of our School Governors) and Thomas and Louisa’s 

mum for displaying our pieces of work. Well done everyone!  


