
 

Weeks beginning 6
th

 and 12
th

 May 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 6
th

 May: Billy, Ivy and Evangeline 

  w/c 12
th

 May: Callum, Arthur and Year 6 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 116     Helvellyn 84   Blencathra 120  

 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Nursery, we have been exercising our gross and fine motor skills 

through threading beads and bobbins onto laces. We used our 

pincer skills to feed worms to the baby chicks where we had to 

pinch the tongs to pick up the 

pretend worms. To celebrate VE day, we used a variety of 

blue, red and white small parts to recreate the Union Jack 

flag, too!  

 

 

 

 

In phonics, we continued to recap our phase 3 sounds, some of which are 

digraphs ‘oo’, ‘ar’ and ‘or’. We played a supersonic phonics game where 

we needed to use our phonics knowledge to match the word to the correct 

sound picture. In Nursery phonics, we have been playing letter bingo. Mrs Beasley held up a 

sound log such as ‘s s s squishy strawberry’ and we had to find the object that began with the 

initial sound. We played a pairs game taking it in turns 

to turn over flashcards: if they matched, we got to keep 

them and, if they didn’t, we had to turn them back over.  

 

In our maths learning in Nursery, we have been building 

walls for Humpty Dumpty. First, we had to think about 

the shapes we needed to use to build the wall. We tried lots of different shapes and found that 

cubes and cuboids worked the best as they had flat faces. We then created Humpty Dumpty out 

of playdough; rolling the dough into a big ball. We balanced 

Humpty Dumpty on our walls and sang the nursery rhyme. 

To build on our shape and space skills, we created towers 

that were big and small. Mrs Beasley then tasked us with 

building a small tower, then a smaller tower and finally a 

bigger tower. We had to use our new vocabulary ‘small, 

smaller and bigger’ to describe our different towers.  
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In Reception maths, we have been consolidating our understanding of 

the composition of 5 and practising recalling the parts of 5 when 1 

part is not visible. To support us in our learning, we used our hands 

along with the number rhyme '5 Little Kittens Jumping on a Bed': 

when one of the kittens fell off we folded down one of our fingers. 

By looking at the fingers still up and the fingers folded down, we 

could see that 5 can be made up of the numbers 4 and 1. We 

repeated this process for the rest of the song. We continued building 

on our number composition knowledge for the numbers 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 using the ‘5 and a bit’ 

rule. We then used Numicon to deepen our understanding and explore how 10 can be composed 

of 2 different parts.  

 

In Talk 4 Writing, we have created our own story maps for our class story. 

We then created the ducklings and mother duck using 

our hands and yellow paint to create the shapes of the 

baby ducklings for our display. In Reception, we had 

to choose a character from the story to draw: we then 

had to think about how that character felt and we 

recalled evidence from the story to justify our answers. 

We have started our innovation phase, too, changing our main characters to 

crocodiles, snakes and even penguins! 

 

In Class 1 and 2 computing, we have been using the Bee-bots. We looked at the 

different buttons on our Bee-bots and discussed what they might be used for. 

To practise using our Bee-bots, Miss Moscrop asked us to give our Bee-bots 

different sets of commands. After each command, we made sure to clear the 

memory using the x button so our Bee-bot was ready for the next sequence of 

commands. In Year 2 computing, we became the robots. In pairs, we took it in 

turns to be the robot and give the instructions. We had to give instructions in a 

specific sequence so that our robot could travel from one area of the classroom 

to the other. We had to consider the language we used and how it needed 

to be clear and precise so our robots knew which direction they were going 

in and how many steps they needed to take.  
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In our science learning, we have continued looking at how offspring develop 

as they mature and we focused on the different stages of human 

development. We learnt that at each stage in our development cycle we 

become more independent. We also carried out an investigation to answer the 

question ‘Is the tallest person in the class the 

oldest?’. To do this, we discussed our 

hypothesis and created a diagram to show a 

plan of how the investigation was going to be 

carried out. We compared and ordered our 

class according to height and then went 

outside and used chalk and metre rulers to 

measure our height.  

 

In DT, Miss Moscrop told us that Lady and Lilly-May would like something that they can sit and 

sleep on when they come to stay with us- something that is comfy and soft. As a class, we 

discussed our various options: we suggested a blanket, a pet bed and finally decided that a 

cushion would be best. We touch-tested different fabrics and found that felt was the softest and 

perfect for our cushion. In geography, we have been learning about hot and cold places. We 

have been learning all about the rainforests and jungles in Africa and we explored Africa further 

by looking at the various textiles and 

prints which inspired our cushion 

designs. We used shapes to help us 

test pattern ideas and come up with 

our final designs.  
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Class 2 News 

 

In Class 2, we have been working hard to develop our 

understanding of our class text, The Wild Robot, and 

how the story changes throughout the book. We then 

used this to begin to innovate on the model text by 

changing the descriptive features and actions. We 

worked really hard to make sure that all of the 

adjectives, adverbs and verbs were precise and that 

the meaning was clear for the reader. We have also 

been practicing putting all of these features together, making sure that we 

used our tricky word mats and dictionaries to help us with our spelling 

when we were unsure.  To give us even more opportunities to practise our descriptive language, 

we worked in pairs and small groups to come up with 

own innovations, before putting them altogether in a class 

retelling of the story. We are so proud of what we have 

written and we can’t wait to write our hot writes next 

week. Our story plans are sounding very exciting so far!  

 

Having finished our other units of 

learning in maths last week, this 

week has been spent learning all 

about fractions! In Year 1 and 2, 

we have been working hard to find halves and quarters of shapes and 

amounts and, in Year 3, we have been finding fractions of quantities. 

To help us in our learning, we have been using counters, bar models, 

part whole models and our knowledge of number and times tables to 

make sure that we can first solve the challenge and then solve the 

challenge efficiently. Some of the 

questions that we have been solving in Year 3 have had lots 

and lots of steps- so many steps that 

we ran out of room when we were 

proving that we really knew the 

answer! Our maths books were full! 

We’ve also continued to practise our 

number facts and times tables and 

many of us have been moving up onto 

the next Maths Passport which is very exciting!  
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Finally, we’ve been working hard in phonics and spelling over the last 

two weeks and have been practising adding suffixes or working out 

word endings. In Year 1, we have been learning how to add -ing and -

er; in Year 2 we have been learning how 

to add suffixes when the root word needs 

to change and, in Year 3, we have been 

learning to add the -ly suffix to create 

adverbs!  

 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

We’ve had another amazing couple of weeks in Class 3. In literacy, we completed our Hot Writes 

for our warning tales and we’ve moved on to learning about newspaper articles. We’ve already 

analysed the key features and have practiced some of the 

sentence structures and grammatical features used to write 

engaging articles. Our reading VIPERS have explored more of 

our class text Letters from the Lighthouse and we’ve been 

inferring, exploring vocabulary and making predictions 

about what might happen next. 

 

In maths in Year 4 we’ve finished our unit on fractions. 

We’ve been adding and subtracting not 

just from other fractions but from 

mixed numbers too! In Year 5, we’ve finished our unit on position and 

direction and have moved on to extending our knowledge of decimals. In 

Year 6, we’ve worked really hard preparing for our SATS: we finished the 

whole KS2 curriculum with a quick unit on position and direction then 

spent this week focusing on our assessments.  

 

In the afternoons, we’ve been very busy! 

In art we’ve been creating 3D artworks: 

last week, we made tissue paper bowls 

using papier mache and had to be careful 

to use analogous colours to get the right effect. This week, half 

of us had fun using clay to make slab pot. We joined and 

decorated our pieces using scoring and slip to ensure a secure 

join.  
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Science has been nice and practical this fortnight. We’ve 

expanded our learning about plants by planting and observing 

seeds and our sunflowers are already shooting upwards so we 

look forward to planting them out next week and watching them 

reach for the sky! We’ve learned all about photosynthesis and 

how plants make their own food and have set up an 

investigation comparing how light levels effect the growth of 

cress, too. This week, we learned all about transpiration and 

how water is transported through a plant. We set up some 

flowers with dyed water to observe what would happen, made prediction and explained what 

would happen using our knowledge and scientific vocabulary.  

 

In history, we had an afternoon exploring primary 

sources to find out about what was happening in 

Hallbankgate Village School at the start of World War 

Two. We discovered that evacuees from the North East 

were already arriving in HBG before war had even 

been declared. Within just a couple of weeks, our 

school had over 150 children attending. We looked at 

the booklets everyone was sent with instructions for 

evacuation in and thought carefully about how it must have felt to be evacuated. We also read 

from the school log books from the time and thought about how it would have felt for the 

children here to suddenly have so many newcomers.  

 

Finally, in music we’ve been learning how to play the djembe and have been finding out about 

the difference between rhythm and pulse.  
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Year 6-SATS 

 

We are so incredibly proud of our Year 6 children who 

tackled their SATs this week with courage, 

determination and resilience! They enjoyed some lovely 

treats at the end of the week to celebrate their hard 

work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE Day 

On Thursday 8
th

 May, we all dressed up in red, white 

and blue to celebrate and remember VE Day. In Class 1, 

we sorted our different objects to create a Union Jack flag 

outside, as well as choosing the correct colours to colour 

in a flag of our very own. In Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, we 

worked together in mixed age groups to create stop-motion 

animations that represented the viewpoints of people who 

had experienced VE Day first hand. We chose clips that 

represented different viewpoints and feelings - from joy 

and elation to sadness and sorrow. We also thought of 

others by learning to sing and sign ‘We’ll meet again’ by 

Vera Lynn using Makaton. Finally, we all enjoyed a 

delicious picnic lunch, complete with 1940s music! We’d 

like to say a huge thank you to Fiona Stobbart for 

playing these songs on her accordion- we loved dancing 

to them too!  

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

Carlisle United - Play on the Pitch 

Football Festival:  

 

On Tuesday 6
th

 May some children from 

Years 3 and 4 took part in a fantastic 

fun filled festival of football.  It was a 

lovely sunny day, and we were so lucky 

to play on the actual pitch at Brunton 

Park, home of Carlisle United Football 

Club. Our team represented Hallbankgate 

Village School well, showing great 

resilience playing against some much 

larger city schools with some very close 

scoring matches.  Well done to Niamh, Emily, Lydia, Lucas, Leah, Joss, Alex, Jesse and Alex.       

 

 

Lanercost Cross Country: Saturday 17
th

 May 

 

On Saturday 17
th

 May, lots of us headed to 

Lanercost with our parents and grown-ups to 

take part in a cross-country event. Despite the 

hot, sunny weather, we all showed great 

determination and resilience and pushed 

ourselves to be the best that we could be! We 

had lots of impressive finishes and we all 

enjoyed cheering one another on. Thank you to 

all the staff and family members who joined in 

the fun! 
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