
 

Weeks beginning 6
th

 and 13
th

 January 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 6
th

 January: Logan, Joseph and Jesse 

  w/c 13
th

 January: Callum, Scarlett and Willow 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 43     Helvellyn 28   Blencathra 36  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

What a fantastic start to 2025! In Class 1, we have been 

busy working our gross and fine motor skills to cut and 

stick on our literacy story board. We developed our 

understanding of materials and how they can be used for 

different effects to create trees by layering green and 

yellow tissue paper. We have also been exploring colour 

mixing in the snow and ice, using pipettes and syringes to 

drop our primary colours in the snow and ice. 

 

 

 

 

In phonics, we have been learning the new sounds and actions for the 

graphemes ‘zz zz zz buzzy bee’, ‘qu qu qu quack quack’, ‘ch ch ch 

cheeky chick’ and ‘sh sh sh shush and shout’. We 

have been using our phonics knowledge to build and 

blend words and apply it in our written tasks within 

our phonics lessons, too. As a class, we have been 

working on reading sentences in full: to do this, we 

track back after reading each word which helps us 

remember what we have read and our understanding of 

what the sentence is telling us.     
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In maths, we have been working on our counting skills. We have been working on finding how 

many objects there are altogether and recognising that the last number we say is the total 

quantity. We have been representing the total number through counting claps, jumps and tapping 

our nose. We have been using our number knowledge to demonstrate our understanding of 

numerals and their corresponding quantities too. To do this, we were shown a flashcard which 

displayed the numeral and matching quantity we then had to display the equal amount using 

our fingers. We have been recalling and building on our subitising skills through looking at dot 

patterns in a variety of arrangements as well over the last couple of 

weeks. When looking at the dot patterns, we 

pretended to take pictures with our eyes and 

remake the dot pattern using counters. By 

doing this, we found that some numbers are 

made up of different numbers such as the 

number 4: we can make it using 2 and 2 

and 3 and 1. We have also been sorting 

shapes into groups with 4 corners and sides and not 4 corners and sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Nursery phonics, we have been listening carefully to pair up matching sounds. In our phonics 

lesson, Miss Moscrop hid musical instruments in a box and displayed the matching instruments 

on the outside of the box. We had to match the sound inside the box to the instrument on the 

outside. It was very exciting!  We have also been using our voices in different ways, saying 

words in a high pitch, low pitch and whispering. Miss Moscrop tasked us with using our voices 

to make different sounds such as going down a slide ‘weeeeeeeeee’ and bouncing a ball ‘boing 

boing’. It was a lot of fun! We used mirrors to 

look at how our mouths and facial features 

changed while making the different sounds, too. 

Finally, we worked our hand muscles to build 

pencil control using playdough and we 

demonstrated the different ways that we could 

squash and squeeze the dough in our hands.  
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In maths, we have been subitising numbers 1-3. We went on a number hunt in our classroom 

looking for pictures showing quantities of 1-3 before we had to sort them into hoops of the same 

amount. We have been comparing amounts too: using loose parts, we had to grab a handful 

before working out who we thought would have more. Then, we compared the different amounts 

and discussed who had more and who had fewer. We took it in turns to roll a dice, too, and we 

carefully counted out the dots so that we knew how many bricks to use in the corresponding 

tower. Once we had all built a tower, we compared them to find out who had the biggest tower 

and who had the smallest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Talk for Writing, we listened to our new class story for the term, Goldilocks and The Three 

Bears. We gathered round the tuff tray full of porridge oats, bowls, beds and chairs as we tried 

to work out what the story was. Miss Moscrop then introduced us to the Three Bears and 

Goldilocks! We were so excited to use the characters and objects to act out the story. We have 

been using actions to learn our story and have created a story map to help us when retelling the 

story. We wave our hand over our mouth to show that Daddy Bear’s porridge is too hot and use 

a thumbs up to show that Baby Bear’s porridge is just right. 
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

This term in PE we are doing gymnastics. We have been learning how to balance and hold 

different positions and, in groups, we used our bodies to form different shapes such as a circle, 

triangle and square. We have started to work on small routines, too. 

   

In science, we have been classifying images of different things into living, once living and never 

alive. To do this, we used the acronym MRS GREN to support our thinking and, for each 

pictures, we had to decide if the following process were taking place, had once taken place or 

had never taken place 

Movement 

Respiration 

Sensitivity 

Growth 

Reproduce 

Excrete 

Nutrition 

We found that leaves and 

wood were once living 

because they grew on a 

tree but plastic and rocks 

have never been alive. To 

continue our learning, we 

looked into habitats and 

how each habitat is suited to the animal that lives within it. Miss Moscrop tasked us with 

creating a habitat for our chosen animal. We had to think about the different requirements the 

animal needed to survive and thrive.  
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In music, we have been learning the song Zootime and we have created actions to go with the 

lyrics. Within music, we have been learning to follow the pulse of a song by clapping out 

hands, waving our arms side to side and nodding our heads. We have been learning to play the 

C and D key using the glockenspiels, too. 

   

 

In geography, we have been learning the names of the 7 continents of the world and where they 

are located on a world map. We found that Asia is the biggest continent in the world and 

Australia is the smallest. We sorted the continents into groups that border other continents and 

found that Antarctica is the only continent that doesn’t border another continent. We used an 

atlas to find and name the 5 oceans that surround the 7 continents and that the Pacific Ocean is 

the largest and deepest ocean.  

 

This term, in our art topic, we are learning about Henri Rousseau who was a French painter. He 

painted jungle scenes with wild animals in them and he painted with a very unique process: he 

started with the sky, then moved on to the background and finished with the foreground images. 

We used Rousseau’s process to create our own jungle scene but rather than painting, we used a 

mixed-media collage. We had to tear up paper and cut it into different shapes to 

create our sky and background. 
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Class 2 News:  

What a brilliant start we have had to 2025! It was wonderful to see just how keen and excited 

we all were to get back to our learning and how much we have already done in just two weeks! 

 

In literacy, we have started our brand-new book (‘Traction Man is 

here’, by Mini Grey) and we have enjoyed reading about Traction 

Man and all of his adventures! Using our new knowledge of the text 

and all of the skills that we developed last term, over the last two 

weeks we have been learning how to effectively recount something 

that has happened in chronological order in the form of a diary 

entry. Last week, we discovered what features can be found in a 

diary and that we should write them in 1
st

 person. We also practised 

retelling the story and events of the model text in order, whilst 

expanding on them to include similes, expanded noun phrases, 

alliteration and powers of three! This week, we have turned all of 

that short-burst writing into our diaries; pretending that we are Traction Man and recounting all 

of our adventures. We’ve written lots of exciting and innovate diary entries and we have enjoyed 

stepping into our character’s shoes.  

 

In our guided reading, we have also been using Traction Man as our 

focus text. At the start of last week, we used the blurb to find out a 

little more about our main character, as well as make predictions about 

what might happen, based on the clues that it gave us. Since then, we 

have been expanding and developing our vocabulary by using 

dictionaries to find out what new words mean, using the root of each 

word (when we can) to help us work out the meaning.  

 

In our phonics learning, we started the year by recapping all of our 

tricky words so far. This week, we have moved on to learning about 

silent letters or digraphs that make the same sound as graphemes that we already know, despite 

being made up of different letters. We’ve also been learning the ‘gue’ spelling pattern in Year 3 

and working hard to remember how we add the suffix ‘er’ onto the end of a word. 
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In our maths learning, we have been 

continuing to develop our understanding of 

number and used it to solve problems and 

calculations. In Year 1, we have been learning 

all about numbers between 11 and 20. Using 

Base Ten, tens frames and counters to help us, 

we have made physical and pictorial 

representations of each number and worked 

hard to spot patterns to help us work out each 

number. In Year 2, we have completed our 

learning all about shape and have started learning about coins and money. We have been using 

stamps and coins to make different amounts which has helped us to consolidate and practise our 

place value learning, too. In Year 3, we have been getting to grips 

with the 3, 4 and eight times tables. For each of these times tables, 

we have worked out and 

represented each multiple, 

before learning how to divide 

by that number, too. In all year 

groups, we have been 

completing daily reasoning and problem-solving questions to 

apply our understanding and it has been fun to explore new 

puzzles and apply our 

new learning. Why don’t 

you help us practise counting in these multiples at home or 

let us play with money so we can make different amounts?  
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

In PSHE, we have been learning all 

about rights, particularly the right 

to education. We thought about 

who is responsible for ensuring we 

have this right, including 

ourselves, adults in our lives and 

governments.   

 

 

In Year 5, we had a brilliant day on Friday when we visited 

William Howard School as part of our transition programme. 

Working with children from Gilsland and Irthington, we enjoyed 

learning new trampolining skills and putting 

them together into a short routine and com[pleting a 

STEM challenge to make launch rockets! We had lots of 

fun and it was excellent to see the secondary school 

that we will eventually go to! Everyone behaved 

impeccably and were excellent representatives for our 

school.  
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Reading at Hallbankgate  
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