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Weeks bz,gmnmg 6% and 13t Ta,nuajy 2025

Learners of the Week: wc 6t J'a.rw.aly: Loga,n,, J'oseph and Jesse

wc 13t J'a.n.u,aly: Callum, Scariett and Willow

House,notnts total:  Skiddaw 43 HQLV‘QLLHI’L 28 Blencathra 36

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception

In phonics,
9raph2,m25 77 727 7z b,u,zzy hee, ‘q,u, qu qu q,uo,c/c q,uo,c/c', ch ch ch
chq,e/cy chick and ‘sh sh sh shush and shout. We

| have been using our Iaiwnbcs /cnUW'bzdge to- build and

we have heen lzaang the new~ sounds and actions for the

“What o fantastic start to- 20251 In. Class 1, we have heen

b,usy wvricmg our gross and fine motor skills to- cut and

/ stick on our likracy story hourd. We developed our

Zhle understandtng of materials and how thzy can he used for

different effects to create trees by Layermg green and

| yellow-tissue paper. We have also- been exploring cotour =
mixing in the snow-and ice, using pipettes and syringes to- 7R

dmpourpnmryco{oursmthzsmwandwa. %

blend words and ap.ply it in our written tasks within
our pfwmcs lessons, too. As a class, we have been
wvr/cmg on rw,dmg sentences in full: to-dothis, we
track back after ra,a,dmg each word which /w,LIas us 4
rememher what we have read and ourundzrstand‘mg of % @ BN
what the sentence is bz[[mg ws.
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In-maths, we have been working on our counting skills. We have been working on finding how-
many oiy’ects there are altogether and recognising that the last number we say is the total
quantity. We have heen representing the total numhber through counting claps, jumps and tapping
our nose. We have heen using our number knowledge to demonstrate our understanding of
numerals and their corresponding quantities too. To-dothis, we were shown a flashcard which
displayed the numeral and maiching quantity we then had to-display the equal amount using
our fingers. We have been recalling and building on our subitising skills through looking at dot
Io,a,ttems in a vu,n;ety of a,rru,ngem;mts as well over the last cou,ole of W7 .

weeks. When looking at the dot patterns, we

/ preten,ded to- take pictures with our eyes and
M remake the dot pattern using counters. By
y doing this, we found that some numhbers are
made up of different numbers such as the
number b: we can make it using 2 and 2
‘ and 3 and 1. We have also been sorting

In Nu,r"sery Iaiwnbcs, we have heen LLsto,rLLn,g carefudy to- pair up ma,tch,Lng sounds. In our ph.onLcs
lesson, Miss /V\o:scmp hid musical instruments in a hox and d,Lsplayed, the m,atchi,ng instruments
on the outside of the hox. We had to-match the sound inside the box to the instrument on the
outside. It was very Q,xthLn,g./ We have also been using our voices in different ways, saying
words in a thh pitch, low pitch and MLleo,o,ring Miss /V\o*scmp. tasked ws with using our voices
to- make different sounds such as going down a slide ‘weeeeeeeeee and b,ouncmg a ball b,ov,ng

<

bomg It was a lot of fun! We used mirrors tor
look at how- our mouths and facial features
changed while ma/ang the different sounds, too-
F Lrw,LLH, we worked our hand muscles to- build
Io,enLLL control using lolayd.ough and we
demonstrated the different ways that we could
squash and squeeze the dmz.gh in our hands.
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In maths, we have been subitising numbers 1-3. We went on a number hunt in our classroom
looking for pictures showing quantities of 1-3 before we had to- sort them into- hoops of the same
amount. We have been comparing amounts tov: using loose parts, we had togrub o handful
before wvﬂcmg out who we thought would have more. Then, we compared the different amounts
and discussed who had more and who had fewer. We took it in turns to-roll a dice, too, and we
carefully counted out the dots so-that we knew- how-many bricks to-use in the corresponding
tower. Once we had all built a tower, we compared them tofind out who had the b,tggest tower
and who had the smallest.

In Talk for WrLth,g, we listened to- our new class story for the term, Goldilocks and The Three
Bears. We 9athzred round the tuff tray full of /amndge outs, howls, beds and chairs as we tried
to- work out what the story was. Miss /V\o*scmp then introduced us tothe Three Bears and
Goldilocks! We were so-excited to- use the characters and Ubjiects to- act out the story. We have
been using actions to- learn our story and have created a story map to'hplla ws when rz&[['mg the
story. We wave our hand over our mouth to show- that Daddy Bear's powidge, is too hot and wse
a thumbs up to show- that Baby Bear's porridge is just right.
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Afﬁzrrwons in Earty Years and Key Sta,ge, !
This term in PE we are dmng gymnasths. We have heen leammg how- to- halance and hold

deﬁerrmt po*sLtLons and, in groups, we wsed. our hodies to fo-rm dg‘jcero,nt shap,es such as a circle,
trianglz and square. We have started to- work on small routines, too-

In science, we have been classifying images of different things into living, once living and never
alive. To dothis, we used the acronym MRS GREN to- support our thinking and, foreach
pictures, we had to decide if the foiLUwing protess were ta./ang place, had once taken place or
had never taken place

Maovement

ReslaLratLon

Sensitivity

Growth

Reproduce

Excrete

Nutrition

We found that leaves and
wood were once living
because they grew-on a

L tree hut Io,Lasth and rocks
have never heen alive. o
continue our learning, we

looked into hahitats and

..y . b : ¥ g i : S
/wwmch, habLtat is suu‘zd, to the animal th,at lives within it. /\/\LSS /V\ascrop tasked us with
creating a hahitat for our chosen animal. We had to think abhout the di ifferent requirements the

animal needed to survive and thrive.
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In music, we have been Lea,mtng the song Zootime and we have created actions to qo with the
Lyn’cs. Within music, we have heen lza.ang to fotlow- the pulse of a song by cLap,ang out
hands, waving our arms side to side and n,oddug our heads. We have heen Leo,ang to*,alay the
Cand D /aay using the glackenspcels tov‘

i , e

In geography, we have heen learning the names of the 7 continents of the world and where they
are located on a world map. We found that Asia is the higgest continent in the world and
Australia is the smallest. We sorted the continents into-groups that horder other continents and
found that Antarctica is the only continent that doesn't border another continent. We wsed an
atlas to find and name the 5 oteans that surround the 7 continents and that the Pacific Ocean is

the La.lgo,st and, dzefmst oTean.

This term, in our art topic, we are learning about Henri Rousseaw who was a french painter. He
painted jungle scenes with wild animals in them and he painted with a very unique process: he
started with the sky, then moved on to- the background and finished with the foreground images.
We used Rousseauw's process to create our own jungle scene but rather than painting, we used a
mixed-media cotlage. We had to tear up paper and cut it into- different shapes to-

create our sky and b,ac/cground
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Class 2 News:
What o brilliant start we have had to 2025/ It was wonderful to seejust how- keen and excited
we all were to- get back to our lza,ang and how much we have atready done in just two weeks!

‘ : In LLthu,cH, we have started our brand-new- book (Traction Man is
- here, b,y Mini G’I’QH ) and we have ery’oyed, rza,dLng ahout Traction
Man and all of his adventures! UsLn,g our new /crwwiadge of the text
and all of the skills that we developed last term, over the last twor
weeks we have heen lp,a.ang how~ tO’Q:ﬁ:Q,CtLVQ[.H recount smn,ethi,ng
that has hn,p,pznzd in chrvrwtogi,cal order in the form of a cLLa,ry
entry. Last week, we discovered what features can be found in a
di,a,ry and that we should write them in 1 person. We also Iara,cttsed,
erQLLLng the story and events of the model text in order, whilst
ex/o,a,nd,mg on them toinclude similes, expa.ndxzd. noun p,hrases,

, alliteration and powers of three! This week, we have turned all of
that short-burst writing into- our diaries; Iaretp,nd,mg that we are Traction Man and recounting all
of our adventures. We've written lots of exciting and innovate dLary entries and we have er‘oyed
stepping into- our characters shoes.

ILI

In our gutdzd ro,a,d'mg, we have also heen using Traction Man as our

focus text. At the start of last week, we used the blurb to find out a

little more abhout our main character, as well as make Iarzdtcti,ons about

what might happen, based on the clues that it gave us. Since then, we

have heen ex,aa.ndi,ng and, dzveLoang our vocabulary by using

- dictionaries to find out what new- words mean, using the root of each
= word (when we can) tohelp us work out the meaning.

i 3 In our phonics learning, we started the year by recapping all of our
‘ﬁ\ \ A\ tricky words so far. This week, we have moved on to learning about
silent letters or d ru.phs that make the same sound as gru.,ahzmzs that we almady know-, dzs,aLto,
bzmg made up of different letters. We've also heen Lo,a,mmg the gwe' slozdtng pattern in Year 3
and working hard to remember how- we add the suffix er onto the end of a word.
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N In our maths bzamtng, we have heen
| continuing to develop our understanding of
number and used it to- solve protblems and
calculations. In Year!, we have heen lzami.ng
all about numbers between 11 and 20. Usi,ng
Base Ten, tens frames and counters to hz[p ws,
g| we have made physical and pictorial
representations of each number and worked =
9 hard to spot patterns to-help us work out each ﬁ
number. In Year 2, we have comlateted our
Lea.rmng all about slw.pa and have started lzarmn,g about coins and money . We have been using
stamlas and coins to* make different amounts which has iwlp,ed us to consolidate and proctise our
el e e Io,Lace valuzleammg too. In Year 3, wahavebgzngettmg to- grips
-« with the 3, & and ught times tables. F oreach qf t/uz,so, times ta,b,lzs
- we have worked out and g .
. relaro,sented, each m,U,LtLP,lQ,,
before learning how-to-divide 1 _#
by that number; too- In all year '
groups, we have heen
compl,etmg cLa,LLH reasoning and p.mhlzm soivmg questions to
a,ap[y our undzrstandmg aer it has heen fun tO‘ex/o,Lom new-
- e /au,zztes and app[y our
& new Leammg Why don't
you hz[,a us practise counting in these m,u,LtLszs at home or
let us Ia[a,y with money so we can make different amounts?
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6

about rights, particularly the right

toeducation. We thought about

who is responsible forensuring we
have this right, including

ourselves, adults in our lives and

In PSHE, we have heen Lo,a,mtng all "p

o

g overnments.

In Year 5, we had a brilliant d,a,y on Frtd,ay when we visited
William Howward School as part of our transition programme.
Worlcmg with children from Gilsland and /rtthgton, we ery’oyed
lp,a,rnmg new- tru,mp.oi'm,mg skills and putting
them toge,thzr into- a short routine and complzttn,g a
STEM c/w.[tenge to- make launch rockets! We had lots of
__ fun and it was excellent to see the secondxuy schoot

* that we will vi,ntuatly qo to! Evo,ryom, behaved

, ‘meeccably and were excellent representatives forour
school.
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Re,ad,Lng at Ha,ttba,nlcga,&

Reading at Hallbankgate Village School

In September 2024, students have read...

60 Books
894,118 Words
for 23 minutes/day!

— (individual student average)

RENAISSANCE

Accelerated Reader’

|

U!

Reading at Hallbankgate Village School

- v

In October 2024, students have read...
82 Books

799,242 Words
for 18 minutes/day!

- individual student average)

— (
RENAISSANCE
Accelerated Reader’

LB

Reading at Hallbankgate Village School

Reading at Hallbankgate Village School

p—

r In November 2024, students haveread... | [~ T In December 2024, students have read...
— 117 Books | [ 72 Books
— 1,226,453 Words | F—— 421,769 Words
= for 21 minutes/day! | | for 16 minutes/day!
- (individual student average — (individual student average)

P—— ) —
RENAISSANCE RENAISSANCE
Accelerated Reader’ Accelerated Reader®
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