
Week beginning 6th and 13th June 2016 
VIP’s w/c 6th June were Kayden and Reece 

Learners of the Previous Week were Eva, Ivy and Seth 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 
 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a restful half-term break! 
 
In addition to stretching our reasoning muscle in maths, we 
have started to explore our ‘making links’ learning muscle to 
help us when we solve problems. We started exploring this 
muscle by trying to think of the links between different sets 

of objects, before moving 
towards linking mathematical 
concepts; such as factor 
families, multiplication of 
decimals and place value and our knowledge of number facts. On 
Wednesday, we were set the challenge of coming up with as many 
questions as we could; all with the answer of 30. We challenged 
ourselves and made sure that the questions we created were 
challenging and appropriate for our year group. We used Roman 

Numerals, place value, the properties of circles, squared 
and cubed numbers and algebra!  
 
In class 1, we have been continuing our learning all about 
shapes; making ‘angle-eaters’ to find right angles and 
using mirrors to identify reflective and lines of symmetry. 
We have also started our learning on fractions; deciding 
on how much of a shape or amount has been coloured in 
or used. We have been learning about equivalent 
fractions too and making links to our knowledge of 
quarter, half and whole turns!  

 
Our vegetables are growing! After planting lettuce, 
beans, peas and kale before half term, we were 
excited to see how much they had grown during our 
science lessons! We hope we get to taste them 
before the summer holidays!  
 
We have started to learn about habitats and have 
been investigating what 
creatures and plants are in 
our own school grounds. We 
found snails, worms and 
woodlice in the vegetable 
garden and tadpoles, pond 

skaters and common dragonflies in the pond when 
we went pond dipping!  
 
 



 
 

In our RE lessons and assemblies, we have all been thinking about what makes us different and 
unique. In class 1, we have been stretching our imagining 
muscles to put ourselves in the shoes of somebody else to try 
and understand why people may act or behave in certain ways. 
In class 2, we have been considering what makes us all unique 
and how we can show respect to everyone. 
 
In our science lessons, we have designed and carried out our 
own investigations about sound; asking questions like, ‘Does 
sound travel through water?’ or ‘Can sound be heard in solids, 

liquids and gases?’ Each group played 
their instrument in a range of materials 
(including mud, through a glass door, 
wrapped in a jumper and in the water 
tray) to see whether the sound could be 
heard. We needed to make sure that our 
test was reliable and fair, as well as 
discuss whether or not our predictions 

were correct. 
 
 

Early Years: 
In phonics in Reception we have been developing our knowledge of 
capital and lower case letters and have been matching lower case letters 
to their capital letter. It was interesting to see the similarities and 
differences between the upper and lower case 
letters. We have also been continuing to develop 
our understanding of, and use of our segmenting 
skills and have been applying this knowledge to 
trickier words. We have been using our 
knowledge of sounds to recognise not only 

individual sounds when segmenting but also digraphs and trigraphs and 
then applying this when writing. We also created some fantastic 

invitations for the Queen’s tea party, 
considering where it was going to take 
place and what was going to be available.  
 
In Nursery in our phonics we have been 
continuing to expand our knowledge of 
letters and now know 14 sounds! We learnt 
the ck sound last week and this week have 
been focusing on e. When learning about ck 
we noticed that this sound was different to 
the other sounds we had learnt as it did not 
only contain one letter, instead it had two! 
We discussed how the c and the k worked 
together to create one sound and that this 



 
 

was called a digraph. We have also been developing our knowledge of stories and recalling 
events, characters and settings from a story. This supported the development of our listening 
skills as we had to really focus to absorb all of the information.  
 
In maths we have been developing our knowledge of measures in relation 

to length and distance and the measuring of 
weight. When measuring length and distance we 
conducted a number of experiments to determine 
which items travelled the furthest. We measured 
the distance of our jumps using footprints and 
handprints to measure and also measured foam 
javelin throws and predicted the item that would 
travel the furthest down a ramp we built. These 
activities were great for developing our use of 
mathematical language. We also explored different weights and 
measured out different objects using the weighing scales to determine 
which items were heavier or lighter. 
 
We did some fantastic planting last week of 
sunflowers, pea pods and we created cress heads! We 
discussed about the different things that plants 
needed to grow and then filled up our plant pots with 
compost, planted our seeds and watered them. We 
also created brilliant cress heads which we 
decorated with a face and which have grown really 
well! We even had a taste of the cress and discussed 
what the taste, smell and look reminded us of.  
We had a great time preparing for the Queen’s tea 
party, baking biscuits and creating chocolate coated strawberries and 

then decorating buns and biscuits in the afternoon. We also created bunting to decorate the 
area outside and each made a crown to wear too! It was a lovely celebration and nice to share 
it together.  
 

A tea party for Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Birthday 

On Thursday 9th June we all came 
together to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 
birthday. We had a fabulous day of cross-
curricular and child-initiated activities.  
In Class 1 we enjoyed learning the national anthem and 
learning about the countries of Great Britain. In Class 2 

we learned about the 
Queen’s family tree and put 
together a timeline of the 
her 90 years, noticing the 
changes that have happened 
in the world in her life-time.  
 



 
 

After break we all baked cakes and 
scones ready for the tea party. In 
Class 1 and Early Years we made 
crowns to wear, while in Class 2 we 
challenged ourselves to make 
decorations and games for everyone to enjoy at the party. 

Before the party we all took on the role of Poet Laureate and penne  d poems for The Queen.  
 
The tea party was great fun. After singing 
‘Happy Birthday’ to The Queen, we all enjoyed 
a cake and a drink before playing the games 
Class 2 had created. We had pass the parcel, 
a piñata, ‘crown’ hoopla, an ‘orb and cross’ 
cricket ball throw and pin the tail on the 
corgi to choose from, all run by a dedicated 
group of Class 2 children!  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Literacy 
 
In Class 1 we started the half-term by writing letters to Miss 
Maleney, which we were lucky enough to be able to give her in 
person when she visited this week. We all worked really hard to do a 
first draft before checking our work and writing it out neatly. This 
week, we have started work on the book ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ by 
Julia Donaldson. We really enjoyed listening to and then joining in 
with this story. We noticed straight away that it has a rhyming 
pattern! So far we have drawn story maps and have re-written the 
story in our own words making sure we add lots of interesting detail 
using our senses to help us.  
 
In Class 2 we have been exploring persuasive arguments. We have turned traditional tales 
upside down and have been interrogating other points of view. Were the pigs really trying to 

trap the wolf? Was the wolf just huffing and puffing 
because he’d been running to try and help after the first 
little pigs house blew down in the wind? We had a lot of 
interesting ideas and arguments. On Monday we turned the 
story of Little Red Riding Hood on its head using a mock 
trial: Little Red Riding Hood and the Woodcutter had been 
charged with conspiracy to harm an endangered animal. We 
had witnesses, prosecution, defence and a jury, who all 
played on their roles convincingly. Little Red Riding Hood 



 
 

and the Woodcutter were found not guilty by the jury after a shock revelation came from the 
defence, stating that the wolf had dyed his fur to appear like an endangered species. We are 
now writing our own persuasive arguments and are really getting into using all the persuasive 
language techniques we’ve learned.  
 

Child Initiated - Class 1 
 
We have started focusing on famous artists and pieces of work in our child-initiated time. We 

have been using our noticing skills to look at different pieces 
of artwork and then have been discussing some of the 
different techniques used to create 
them. We have then been using these 
pieces of artwork as inspiration for our 
own artwork. We used Vincent Van 
Gogh’s A Starry Night as our stimulus 
last week and then created large 
recreations of his work outside using 
paints.  
 
 

 

North Yorkshire Residential  
 
We had a fantastic time on our school residential on the 10th, 11th 
and 12th June. We will be putting together a CD of photographs for 
parents, but in the meantime Class 2 children would like to tell you 
about their favourite bits! 
 
It was great!  We all had a really good time.  I was a little homesick 
but I really enjoyed it, especially at The Fish Pan restaurant when 
the seagull poked its head through the window and when Elizabeth 
accidentally over-did the salt and Elle shouted, “Elizabeth, that is 
far too much salt!”.  We all brought loads of sweets!  Eden. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our last residential was FAB!  Our best 
part was when we went to the Sea Life 
Centre when we stroked the starfish.  All 
the rest was brilliant too, especially the 
fish and chips!  Anna and Alena. 



 
 

It was one of my best Residentials, but I am still deciding whether 
London or Whitby YHA was the best.  But it was really funny 
because when we were at The Fish Pan restaurant a seagull poked 
it’s head through the window and nearly stole a chip.  So we had to 
shut the window because it would not go away.  Emma. 
 
I think it was VERY educational.  We learnt loads and my favourite 
part of it was the Sea Life Centre.  There we got to see tons of 
different types of jellyfish and fish; I learnt that jelly fish are 96% 

water!  I also liked 
DIG!, it was so fun 
and near the end 
we got to look at 
tons of old bones 
and some ancient 
dried Roman/Viking poo which was apparently 
famous!  Seth. 
 
I think it was one of the best residentials yet!  
The museums were great, and very 
educational too.  My favourite part was the 

aquarium and the seals were really cute!  I learned that jellyfish have no brain or heart.  I also 
liked the DIG! Museum as it was really fun digging up all of the artefacts.  We didn’t actually 
know, but we were holding famous, fossilised, Viking poo!  Sam F. 

 


