
 

Week beginning 7
th

 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  96    Helvellyn 101     Blencathra 89   

 

 

Class 1 News  

 

We have had a super busy week in Class 1! We have enjoyed 

preparing for our Christmas play and created dances together, 

taking on the role of sheep, camels and stars. We did such a 

fantastic job and we can't wait for you to see all of our hard 

work. We also created some brilliant Christmas crackers ready 

for Christmas dinner and learnt all about the Christmas 

nativity story. We watched a video and discussed the different 

messages that are key to the story 

and how people celebrate Christmas. 

We also had a go at acting out the 

story of the nativity, taking on the 

different roles and retelling the story through activity.  

 

In our assembly this week we have been learning all about 

Hannukah and how and why it is celebrated. It was great to make 

links between different religions 

and how people celebrate.  
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Christmas Dinner 

 

On Wednesday, it was 

Christmas Dinner Day! We all 

really enjoyed our 

festive feast: we 

had turkey, pigs in 

blankets, roast 

potatoes, stuffing, 

peas, carrots, 

Brussel sprouts 

and gravy! We 

were all very full- 

especially after our ice-cream pudding, too! Thank you, 

Lisa (our school cook) for our delicious dinner!  

 

 

 

 

 

Kielder Observatory 

 

On Thursday, we were joined 

(virtually!) by Adam, an astronomer 

from the Kielder Observatory in 

Northumberland. In Class 3, we 

compared the difference between a light polluted sky and a night 

sky that is not polluted by light. If you want to see what this 

looks like, take a look at Orian on the right hand side of this page, where the constellation is 

compared in the two night skies. We also took a tri[p through our solar system, looking at each 

planet in turn and how the size and scale of each planet and distance from the sun 

compares. We found out that the sun’s diameter is as big as 109 Earth’s and its volume would 
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fit over a million Earths inside of it! We made links to lots of other areas of learning too- from 

maths to Roman and Greek mythology!  

 

We really stretched our questioning learning muscle, too, by asking lots of 

questions. Adam was really impressed and he said that we made him think 

really hard about some of the answers! Some of the questions that we 

asked, were: 

 

‘What is inside Saturn?’ 

‘Can we see any other solar systems from Earth?’ 

‘How many missions have been sent to Jupiter?’ 

‘In any of the exoplanets, have we had any confirmed signs of alien life?’ 

‘Is Pluto made out of gas?’ 

‘Have any other dwarf planets been discovered, as well as Pluto?’ 

 

Adam showed us a simulation of the night sky from our location and showed us how, over 

the next few weeks, on a clear night, Mars is very bright and high in the sky in the south 

east. He also told us how on the 21
st

 December this year, an amazing event is happening that 

we can look out for. Around the 21
st

, look out towards the horizon in the south west (standing 

on a hill is a good location) and look out for a really bright star - this will actually be the 

planets Jupiter and Saturn joining up in our view of the sky for the first time in 800 years! 

Adam told us how to tell the difference between planets and stars, too: stars twinkle and 

planets do not. 

 

Class 1 and 2 were very lucky to also have a special lesson with Adam from the Kielder 

Observatory in the afternoon. We took some time to look at the things that Adam does at the 

observatory and he told us that you can go to Kielder and use a telescope to look up at the sky. 

He showed us some pictures taken from space of the UK.  Adam taught us all about star 

constellations and we discovered that they were like ‘dot to dots’, using the stars in the sky. We 

looked at different constellations and we found out that there are 88 star constellations 

altogether; we had a discussion about the sun and how it is a star that is big, bright and hot. 

As a group, we were very knowledgeable about the sun and 8 planets, as well as talking about 

the dwarf planet, Pluto. We impressed Adam with our scientific knowledge and reasoning skills. 

Adam told us it takes about 1 year for planet Earth to go around the sun and we found this 

fascinating. We knew the order of all of the planets from the sun. We delved deeper into 

information about the moon and we were told that the moon is 240,000 miles from planet 

Earth! Adam showed us the different phases of the moon, explaining how they work too. We 

absolutely loved our space lesson and we had lots of thought-provoking questions to ask Adam 

at the end!  
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Stargazing Evening 

 

After school on Thursday, we were 

all so excited to take part in our 

stargazing evening! We started off 

our by getting into our hats, gloves 

and scarves, as well as our all-in-

one waterproofs that we have in 

school. After an after-school snack 

of hotdogs and crisps, we 

headed back inside to 

complete lots of space-themed 

learning activities. In Class 

3, we explored the night sky 

on https://stellarium-web.org/ and found out a little bit 

more about constellations; building on what Adam from 

the Kielder Observatory had told us earlier in the day. 

We explored how the night sky changes throughout the 

night and made links to 

our Geography learning 

by exploring the horizon 

from different viewpoints. 

Taking inspiration from 

what we had seen, we 

imitated the constellations 

on black paper before projecting these onto the ceiling, walls 

and floor- it was like being in our own planetarium! Evie had 

even created her very on constellation guide at home, so she used this to create lots of other 

constellations, too!  

 

 

In Class 1 and 2 we had a great time watching live footage from the International Space 

Station and created splatter star paintings, pastel drawings of planets and the northern lights 

and diagrams of the moon phases.  In Class 1, we also made some really tasty chocolate 

crispy cakes for everyone to enjoy too.   

 

https://stellarium-web.org/
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Once we had left the warmth of 

the hall or our classroom, we sat 

down in the dark and listened to 

Roman and Greek myths and 

legends about the constellations, 

drinking our lovely, warm hot 

chocolate and eating space-

themed sweets! We were so lucky to have a break in the clouds, too! We didn’t see enough stars 

to identify any constellations but we did see a handful of stars which was very lucky! We all 

had lots of fun and we really enjoyed extending our learning. It is great to see and hear how 

inspired everyone was by this learning experience and we all had lots of fun!  
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Collective Worship  

 

This week in our assembly, we focused on things of sentimental 

value to us and the importance of these. We had a great discussion 

about the different objects/items that were of sentimental value to us 

and why. As a school, we found out that sentimental items are 

connected to memories from the past, so are very precious to the 

people they are connected to. We learnt that not everyone has items 

that hold sentimental value to them. They prefer just to remember 

special events, people, places etc. The British Value we discovered this week was Mutual 

Respect and Tolerance. We found out that we all have memories that are a record of our lives 

and the experiences we have had and that they can evoke different feelings in each of us. 

Letters, photos and other special objects can bring these memories to life in different ways for 

different people. 

 

On Wednesday, we thought carefully about how we can 

all make the world a more positive place, by learning 

about the UN Day of Human Rights. This day is 

celebrated each year on the 10
th

 of December and gave us 

the opportunity to build upon our Rights Respecting 

learning from last year and reflect on how we can use 

our voice for change. We found out that the focus of the 

event this year is to ‘Recover Better’; making sustainable choices and encouraging participation 

and inclusion for all. We are looking forward to making further positive contributions to our 

local area next week by making community Christmas messages and cards (like 

we did just before the national lockdown in March) for the village and the 

wards at the Cumberland Infirmary. We can’t wait to show you!  

 

Reverend Johnsen also shared an assembly with us. In this assembly we 

listened carefully to information about the Christingle and what it represents: 

this built upon our learning in our Collective Worships last week.  

 

 

 

Home learning projects 

 

We are so, so impressed with all of the wonderful home learning projects that you have been 

creating over the last few weeks: we have really enjoyed sharing these with each other in 

class and would love to share them with you, too! Here are some photographs of all of the 

wonderful learning!  
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Class 1 
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 Class 2 
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Class 3 
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