
 

Week beginning 7
th

 February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Emily, Elliott and Scarlett B  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 128 Helvellyn 108 Blencathra 107 

 

Class 1 News 

 

Linked to our geography and understanding the 

world learning we had an amazing time 

exploring human and physical geography 

features around Hallbankgate. On our field trip 

around the village we spotted human features 

such as our School, Hallbankgate Hub, houses 

and roads and physical features such as forests, 

a stream and the fells. It was fantastic to explore 

our local area and apply our learning in a real-life context. 

 

To recognise safer internet day this week we discussed 

some of the different ways in which we can stay safe 

online. We talked about how we represent ourselves 

online and how we would treat people with the same 

kindness online as we would do in person. We 

considered different forms of technology and what we 

do online, such as playing games, finding out new 

information and looking at pictures or videos. We 

outlined some of the benefits of using technology with a particular focus on online features but 

also some of the risks that we have to be aware of to keep ourselves safe online. 

 

After the creation of our salt dough flower sculptures last week it was time for the next stage of 

our design, painting! Using our initial designs we selected the colours we had chosen and added 

the paint, thinking carefully 

about the effect we wanted to 

create. The finished sculptures 

look brilliant and they are all 

unique which is wonderful! 
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This week also marks children's mental health week, highlighting the importance of nurturing our 

mental health as well as our physical health. We explored a great book called “ 'What's going on 

inside my head?” Starting conversations with your child about positive mental health'. It was a 

great starting point to share ideas and strategies and to emphasise the significance of mental 

health for all of us. 

 

In our PE learning we have continued to refine our gymnastics skills through 

a key steps routine. We practised different balances, thinking carefully about 

the shapes we were creating with our bodies but also the movements 

between different balances. We also explored the different steps you need to 

take to complete a forward roll, thinking carefully about our safety and 

body placement. Our finished routine was brilliant! 

In phonics in Year 1 we have continued to focus on the alternative a sound, 

looking at different representations and applying 

this understanding when forming words. This 

week we also focused on commas, looking at 

how they are used within a list and then applied our knowledge by 

creating our own shopping lists. In Reception we have been recapping 

different letters and sounds and have applied our understanding by 

adding sound buttons to words and reading 

sentences and CVC words. In Nursery we have 

been exploring loud and quiet sounds, using our 

listening skills to differentiate between sounds 

and making loud and quiet sounds ourselves! 

 

In maths in Year 1 we have been exploring different subtraction methods, 

using number lines and number tracks to solve subtraction problems. It has 

been really useful to explore different subtraction methods to work out what 

works for us and our learning styles. In Reception and Nursery we have 

been exploring different number bonds and investigating the patterns we 

notice when counting up and back in sequence. We have used 

cubes, counters 

and number 

blocks characters 

to support us in 

our learning too. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week, we have been continuing to develop our gymnastics skills. This 

week, we were able to enjoy the gymnastics equipment by stretching our imitating 

and persevering muscles by making links to our previous gymnastics lessons. We 

were able to incorporate many of the jumps that we have learned onto the 

equipment and stretched our listening muscles in order to perform the jumps safely 

and accurately.  

 

 

 

 

 

In RE this week, we have been focussing on ‘The Lord’s 

Prayer’ we looked at the meaning of some of the language and then highlighted what we thought 

were some of the key words. We then stretched our creative thinking in order to write our own 

prayers using one of the words from ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. 

 

 

In maths this week, we have been learning about 2-D and 3-D 

shapes. We have spent time exploring the features of each of the 

shapes in order to identify them and their properties.  

 

In computing this week, we have been celebrating Internet Safety Day. We spent time discussing 

the internet and why it is important to be safe online. We looked at different situations and 

thought about what we would do 

if we were faced with that 

situation.   

  

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Miss 

Johnstone) 

 

This week, we have been 

cooking an Anglo- Saxon 

chicken stew in DT and 

as part of our history 

unit. First, we read the 

instructions and checked 

we had the correct 

ingredients. Next, we 

carefully chopped up the 

vegetables and meat into 

smaller chunks. We learnt 

how to use the bridge 

method when using the 

knife, so that we were 

nice and safe. After 

chopping up the ingredients, we had to measure the correct amount of pearl barley to add into 

the pan. As a class, we discussed how to use the weighing 

scales and to read the measurements accurately. Next, we 

gathered the herbs to add into our stew. Along the way we had 

many discussions about health and safety when cooking and 

what hazards to look out for. 

We tasted our chicken Anglo-

Saxon stew and there were 

mixed reviews about the taste 

but - on the whole - we 

enjoyed making the dish and trying it out.  

 

On Wednesday, we went back to the Hub to visit the library. We 

spent some time returning our library books using the machine 

to scan them in with our library cards and choosing new books to take out. We all enjoyed 

having a go at using the self-service check out machine and we 

learnt how to do this 

independently. It has been 

fantastic to use this space in the 

Hub, to chill-out and read new 

books that we have chosen to 

explore. We are already looking 

forward to visiting the library in 

the hub again soon.  
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During our phonics and spelling lessons this week, Year 2 have been looking at the sounds ‘u - 

as in plug’ and ‘u - as in unicorn.’ We had a great discussion about the difference in the sounds 

and had a go at writing the words using sound buttons and creating our own sentences using 

the different words. Our phonics learning is really improving and that is down to the hard work 

and perseverance of all of 

the Year 2 children. We now 

need to focus on applying 

this knowledge into our 

writing in lessons. In Year 3, 

we have continued to work 

hard practising our weekly 

spellings in class and are 

working our way through the 

harder ‘stile’ books and 

puzzles for an extra 

challenge to stretch our 

spelling learning further.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week in literacy, we have been exploring the poem, ‘The 

Charge of the Light Brigade’ by Alfred Lord Tennyson. Published in 

1855, the poem describes the plight of 600 soldiers battling in the 

Crimean War. To stretch our empathy and imagining learning 

muscles, we first explored some paintings of the battle to try and 

identify the emotions, actions and narrative of the poem, before 

listening to it being read aloud. After discussing and exploring 

what the poem was telling us, we identified the literary features 

used by Tennyson -including 

onomatopoeia, rhythm and repetition – and the effect of this 

on the performance. We then began to rehearse our 

performance, making sure that our actions and intonation 

portrayed the key messages that we had identified. At the 

end of the week we performed 

this in assembly- complete with 

actions! 

 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to learn 

all about decimals. In Year 5 and 6, we have been extending our 

knowledge of fractions by making the link between fractions and 

decimals, as well as multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. We have also been extending 

our understanding of decimal places, by understanding the link between tenths, hundredths and 

thousands. In Year 4, we started the week by applying our 

knowledge of tenths and hundredths (and their link to 

fractions) by problem solving. We all really enjoyed applying 

this knowledge and 

proving why (or why not) 

a calculation or conjecture 

was correct! 

 

 

 

 

Following on from creating number poems on Number Day 

last week, many of us have met even more of our targets in our maths passports, even moving to 

the next one as a result! We are all enjoying working towards these targets and whenever 

someone meets their target, we give them a huge round of applause- it is great to see just how 

supportive we are of one another.   



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

In our music learning this week, we 

have been extending our hip-hop 

unit by playing the glockenspiels 

along to some of the tracks. This 

builds on our keyboard learning 

from before Christmas, as we were able to 

identify the note names, comparative pitch and 

how long to play each note for using musical 

notation. It was exciting to play this tuned 

percussion instrument and extend our music 

learning, although we had to really stretch our 

persevering and revising learning muscle as we noticed that one feature of 

hip-hop music is the tempo at which it is often played! We worked incredibly 

hard to keep up and keep in time as we played these notes over the top of the 

Fresh Prince of Bel Air backing track! 

This week, we played 

the notes D, E and F.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our RE learning this week, we have continued to think 

about the value of love and what this means to us and people around the world. 

Building on from our exploration of love in religious texts from last week, we 

applied our understanding by writing odes to the people or pets that we love. We 

found out that odes are generally written to something or someone, and 

describe thoughts or feeling (rather than telling a story or narrative like our poem in 

literacy this week). We explored how we can write odes, including the use of 

enjambment when a sentence extends (without a pause) over the end of a line or 

stanza. As we wrote our poems, we tried to include the themes that we identified in the 

religious texts from last week, including: love, forgiveness, faith, kindness, respect and 

empathy.  
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On Tuesday, we took part in Safer Internet Day. 

This year, the theme is ‘All fun and games? 

Exploring respect and relationships online.’ As part 

of our computing learning, we took part in a Safer 

Internet Day quiz, where 

we had to choose the best course of action with different scenarios. 

They included what to do if someone sends unkind or inappropriate 

messages, what to do when online activities make you feel worried 

or frustrated and what to do if someone was to ask for personal 

details. We are pleased to let you know that we answered each 

scenario correctly, showing that we know how to keep safe online.  

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we continued our science topic on 

inheritance and evolution by beginning a piece of explanation 

writing all about adaptation and its role in evolution. We explored 

native animals and their adaptations, comparing between species 

and discussing how these can aid survival. We worked 

scientifically by looking at how certain adaptations can have an 

advantage, whereas others can become a 

disadvantage in different situations. As 

part of our writing, we each researched 

three animals and found out about their 

adaptations, why they may have occurred 

and how this links to their environment. We 

made many links back to last year’s 

learning about teeth and food chains to 

make connections between an animal’s 

place in the food chain, what they eat and 

the adaptations they have. We realised that 

acquiring food successfully was a key part 

in survival which drives a lot of adaptations. By looking at 

different animal behaviours, such as foxes pouncing on food and 

squirrels burying their nuts in autumn, we learned that some 

adaptations can also be behavioural as well as physical.  
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We have continued with our geography topic this week, moving on 

from the trade of goods to begin looking at tourism. We had an 

excellent afternoon full of interesting discussions. First, we 

discussed what tourism is and why places might want people to 

come and visit and why people might want to go on holiday. We 

looked at Cumbria’s most popular tourist attractions: Hadrian’s Wall 

and The Lake District National Park. We learned that, on average, 

16.5 million people visit these attractions 

combined each year! This led us on to 

thinking about the impact this might have 

on Cumbria. Using information provided by 

the National Parks and news articles, we worked together with a partner 

to identify positive and negative impacts that tourism brings to Cumbria. 

We collected the information into tables and discussed what we each 

thought about whether the overall impact of tourism was positive or 

negative. Although, as a class we decided that many of the negative 

impacts outweighed the good, we realised that it was a really difficult 

issue because so many areas depend on tourism to survive.  

 

Children’s Mental Health Week  

This week, we have taken part in Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme for this year is 

‘Growing Together’ and learning how we all grow emotionally and how we can find ways to 

help each other grow. We also made links to our Building Learning 

Power knowledge as Children’s Mental Health week focused on how 

challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying 

new things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone into a 

new realm of possibility and potential. To help celebrate this 

important week, we have taken part in a virtual assembly, read 

stories and books about promoting mental health and growth and 

we also sang ‘Reach’ by S Club 7 to celebrate how we can all help 

each other to grow. We have also been revisiting ‘The Learning Pit’ 

and what this means for our learning journeys- we even have a brilliant new display to help 

use see what we can achieve by being challenged and pushing ourselves to be the best that we 

can be!   
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From Our School Governors 

 

The third governors’ meeting of this academic year was held last week on February 1st. We were 

pleased to welcome a new governor; Sue Lingard. The Governing Body] now has its full 

complement of governors; all are from our community and who collectively have a wide range of 

interests and experience. It was lovely to be in school again and be able to meet in person rather 

than online for the first time in two years. Last term, governor monitoring visits were resumed 

and there are more planned for this term. These include safeguarding, online safety, the 

curriculum, well-being, SEND [Special Educational Needs and Disability] and Early Years. There is 

a lot of information on the school website about the curriculum and it is well worth a good look 

if you have not already had chance to do this.  

 

Unbelievably, we’re halfway through the academic year already. Although the impact of Covid 

continues to be felt, it is gratifying to see how well the children have settled into learning and 

the progress they are making. A big thank you goes to all the children and the staff for their 

hard work so far this year; the governors very much look forward to seeing what the rest of this 

academic year brings. 

 

 

Have a well-deserved break everybody, thank you for all of your hard 

work this half-term.  Enjoy this time with your families and we will see 

you on Monday 21
st

 February, ready for more exciting adventures next 

half-term. 
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