
Week beginning 7th March 2016 
VIP’s this week were Frankie and Leisha 

 
Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 

 

 

What an exciting week we have had! On Thursday, we welcomed 18 
teachers, head teachers and deputy head teachers into our school 
for our Building Learning Power Gold Standard Learning Showcase 
day! We started the morning by performing our school song in the 
Village Hall (which was quite nerve-wracking!) before heading back 
up to school to start our lessons. For the rest of the day, the 
teachers walked all around our school; watching our lessons, talking 
to us and asking us questions about our learning.  Our visitors 
watched our school learning video and listened to a presentation all 

about our journey with BLP. We have had some fantastic feedback from the teachers and TLO 
(The Learning Organisation) who also visited and filmed the day, and they were so impressed 
with how we learn here. A big thank you and well done to all the children for working so hard 
and not being fazed by having so many visitors watching their learning! Also, a big thank you to 
Lucy for letting us use the Village Hall and Marc and Vicki from the Haltwhistle Film Project 
for creating and showing our school film. For those of you who haven’t yet seen the film, it is 
available on the front page of our school website www.hallbankgate.org.uk . 

 

In our maths lessons this week, we have been continuing to learn 
about problem solving. On Tuesday we had a morning of 
‘Multiplication Madness’ where we worked on huge sheets of paper 

to solve multiplication problems. We 
practised making links to our maths 
knowledge (such as multiplication 
facts) and investigated how we 
could draw and represent a 
problem. Orla has had lots of maths 
problems, too and has filled up her 
entire maths book! All the teachers 
that looked around on Thursday 
were very impressed at how we help 
Orla to learn and were so impressed with how we gather and 
choose resources to help her.  

 

 

http://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/


 
 

In Class 2 we have been getting to grips with our Maths Mastery books and have been exploring 
how these help us to learn and how they help us to solve problems in all areas of maths. Miss 
Hutton asked us ‘What is the most important thing when problem solving: the question or the 
answer?’ We actually decided that neither of these were the most important - the most 
important part was the process of problem solving.  

 

In science we have been learning about Major Tim Peake 
and have been gathering facts to write a biography about 
him. We have had to stretch our distilling learning muscle 
to make sure that we only gathered the most important 
facts. 

 

In Class 1, we have been writing and finishing our science book all about light; adding a front 
cover, glossary and contents page. We have added photographs, diagram and captions to make 
sure the reader really understands about light and dark, shadows, keeping safe in the dark and 
nocturnal animals.  

 

In Class 1 we have been 
working on our non-
chronological reports about 
lighthouses. We have been 
writing about all the different 
aspects of lighthouses, including learning how some lighthouses 
have helipads on top for helicopter access! We have learned all 
about the history of lighthouses too, so we have been writing in 
the past tense about the lighthouse of Alexandria in Ancient 
Egypt and Eddystone Lighthouse in Devon. In Class 1 we have also 

carried on with our spelling and phonics learning. Year 1 has been focussing on the phonemes 
‘oe’ and ‘au’ and Year 2 has been learning to spell words 
ending in ‘tion’.  

 

In Class 2 we have been writing reviews of a short 
animation called ‘The Joy of Books’. We worked really 
hard to identify the difference between facts and 
opinions, which caused some controversy in the class 
when we discussed whether the statement, ‘boys are 
better at sport than girls’, is a fact or an opinion!  We then used lively and interesting language 
to write our reviews, using evidence to back up our own ideas and opinions. 


