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Learners of the Week:  Scarlett , Rory and Kayden  

 

Housepoints total:   Skiddaw  140    Helvellyn  122    Blencathra  114 

 

Class 1 News  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning , we  

have  continued to develop our knowledge of plants and 

trees this week. Building on our previous learning , we 

focused specifically on what plants need to grow. We 

discovered that plants need water, light, warmth and 

oxygen to grow and then applied this understanding by 

drawing a diagram outside using chalk. We also looked 

in greater detail at bulbs and roots, using magnifying glasses to support us. It was fantastic to 

have the opportunity to investigate a real plant. We also applied our knowledge when observing 

a daffodil growing in our classroom :  we asked questions around whether the daffodil could 

grow withou t roots and how the plant would absorb water without the roots. What brilliant use 

of our questioning skills!  

 

In our history and understanding the world learning , we 

linked our learning about steam engines to our local 

history through the exploration of S tephenson's Rocket. 

We looked at ©the Rocketª using a 3D model on the Science 

and Industry Museum website and it was brilliant to 

make links to the knowledge we developed last week .  

We were able to identify the chimney and how the 

engine would have been p owered , confidently. It was 

fantastic to consider how the village of Hallbankgate played a role in the working life of this 

very famous engine , too!  

 

In our design and technology and personal, social and 

emotional development , we have started to learn a bout 

different ways in which we can lead a healthy 

lifestyle, with a particular focus on a healthy diet. 

Using the story of «The Very Hungry Caterpillar ¬ by 

Eric Carle , we explored some of the different foods in 

the story, sorting them into healthy and unh ealthy 

categories. In Reception , we also experimented with 

different forms of exercise and linked the importance 

of exercise to our health and wellbeing.  
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In Year 1, we began to study the different 

features of a balanced meal using a food 

wheel. We discu ssed different categories of 

food and the significance of maintaining a 

balanced diet as well as exploring  digestion 

within the human body. We also had a great 

time trying some of the different fruits from 

the story , but before trying them , we had to 

prepa re them! Using our knowledge of 

hygiene , we ensured that our hands were 

washed and that we were wearing aprons !  

We then each tried preparing one of the fruits, thinking carefully about the number of pieces 

needed so we could each try a piece. The fruits were so tasty and it was great to explore 

different tastes and textures , particularly plums which most people had not trie d before!  

 

In preparation for a fundraising afternoon which we are planning in school 

(more information to follow soon) we began to create some items to sell this 

week. Last half term , we 

decided that we would like to 

raise money to adopt an animal 

from  the WWF, voting to decide 

that our chosen animals were a 

turtle and snow leopard. This 

week, with the help of some wonderful helpers in 

Class 2 , we planted some sunflower seeds, using 

the knowledge we have gained in our science 

learning to support us . We  hope to sell these once 

they have started to grow to raise some money. We 

have also been using our creative skills to decorate glass jars to create colourful tea lights. Keep 

your eyes peeled over the next few weeks for more fundraising information from us .                         

 

We also enjoyed completing some paired 

reading with Class 2 and it was lovely to 

have the opportunity to share our love of 

books and reading together.  
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In our RE learning , we continued to expand our knowledge of cathedrals, lo oking at images of 

Carlisle Cathedral .  W e also made lots of links to some of the different 

features of a Church, including stained glass windows and the cross 

symbol. We noticed that the ceiling of the Cathedral had beautiful 

decorations but that it was a lso arched, which was an interesting 

difference to many other buildings. In Year 1 , we also began to discuss the 

celebration of Easter for Christians and why and 

how this is celebrated by many Christians around 

the world. We had so many questions and we 

we re definitely using our Quentin the Questioning 

Koala skills to help us to discover new 

information. Through our questions we had some 

really interesting discussions around the past and when different things 

would have happened throughout history, for exam ple -  'If Jesus lived a 

long time ago , does that mean that dinosaurs existed too?'.  

 

In phonics in Nursery this week , we have been exploring voice sounds 

and we even made our own trumpets! In Reception in our phonics learning this week we have 

been recap ping our knowledge of the digraphs sh, 

ch, th and ng and have been applying our 

understanding when reading words and 

sentences and when writing words. In Year 1 we 

have been exploring the alternative sounds ay, 

ea, ie, ou and ue. We have applied our 

knowle dge by writing and reading words and 

sentences and also completed phoneme frames 

using the spelling rules linked to the alternative 

sounds we were learning.  

     

 

In maths in Year 1 , we have been exploring numbers up to 50, with a particular focus on 

describing numbers using symbols and the phrases greater than, less 

than or equal to. We have used hundred grids and base ten to support 

us in this learning. In Reception and Nursery we h ave been exploring 

pairs and separating numbers into different number bonds and groups. 

We have also been describing groups of numbers, determining whether 

groups have more or less than a given group, regardless of different 

properties.  
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Class 2 News  (Mrs Keelan)   

 

This week in PE , we have been 

enjoying the sunshine while 

developing our tennis skills.  We 

continued 

practising our 

volleying skills with a partner, stretching our collaboration and 

persevering muscles.  

 

In RE this week , we have begun our build up to Easter, learning about 

the start of Holy Week -  Palm Sunday! We learnt about the importance of Palm Sunday to 

Christians and the reasons it is called Palm Sunday. We then stretched 

our imagining muscles as we thought about wh at we would do if our 

hero came to visit us and how we would celebrate their arrival.  

 

In Literacy this week , we have been reflecting on the characters in our 

class story «The Battle of Bubble and Squeak ¬. We stretched our planning 

and noticing muscles as we wrote character descriptions for some of the 

main characters.  It was interesting to notice how we interpreted the 

different characters in the story and how we described them!  

 

In computing , we applied our learning from previous lessons, creating bran ching databases on 

our laptops . We stretched our collaborating and imitating muscles as we worked with a partner, 

inputting questions and selecting the correct responses to 

create our branching database!  
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Class 2  News  (Miss Johnstone)  

 

During  Fgqrmpw rfgq ucci* uc f_tc `ccl ©bgtgle bccncpª glrm

the Industrial Revolution .  W e completed our sheets that 

looked at; technology, transport, energy, consumer, 

demographic, commercial, finance and agriculture during 

this era. We had many great discussio ns about each topic 

and we found it very interesting that during the Industrial 

Revolution the 

population grew rapidly in 1750 (6.5 million) to 1850 (20.8 

million) but people that lived in rural areas had a better life 

expectancy than those living in the c ities. As a class, we 

have been making links and comparing the lives of the 

Victorian children to 

our own lives. It 

shocked us to find out 

that children as young 

as five had to go and 

earn money to support 

their families and their 

working conditions 

were o ften dangerous 

and not fit for purpose. We studied many pictures using 

sources from the Historical Association to write down key 

points about what the children were doing and we 

compared their lives with ours looking at similarities and 

differences.  

   

This week in maths, we have continued to look at fractions 

and we have been using multilink to represent equal and 

unequal groups linking to our prior learning. We 

realised that when we half something there are two  

equal parts and when we quarter an object there will 

be four  equal parts. We discussed the importance of 

the parts being equal so that it was fair and 

accurate. One of the other tasks we had to complete 

was to take a square piece of paper and see how 

many different ways we could half the square. W e 

noticed that we could fold the paper in four  different 

ways to achieve a half. As a challenge, we looked at 

making quarters by folding the piece of paper in 

different ways. During our lessons, we have been 
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using the numicon to find different ways to crea te numbers and using our number bond facts to 

help us with this. It was tricky to think about using more than 2 pieces of numicon to create a 

number but we go there in the end with lots of persevering. For example we knew that 4 + 2 = 6 

then we discovere d that 3 +1 + 2= 6. As a 

aj_qq* uc f_tc `ccl dmasqgle ml ©bgtgle

bccncpª glrm msp k_rfq _lb sqgle ©qfmu

kc* npmtc rm kc _lb cvnj_gl rm kcª rm

ensure we are fully understanding each 

new concept we are taught.   

 

   

 

 

       

   

 

 

Class 3 News  (Miss Hutton)   

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 3! At the start of the week, we developed our reading 

skills further by completing a series of VIPERS reading questions, linked to our class text, 

©Amefc_prª, Qrpcrafgle msp bgqrgjjgle jc_plgle ksqajcq* uc sqcb amnies of the text to explore a r ange 

of different question types: we found and explained a range 

of Vocabulary choices; we Inferred what was happening by 

©pc_bgle `cruccl rfc jglcqª9 k_bcPredictions as to what 

might happen next, Explained what had happened so far 

and Retrieved examples to support our ideas, before 

Summarising what 

had happened in 

that chapter. We are 

all enjoying the 

mystery of our class 

text and following the journey of Lily and the 

Mechanimals.  
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We have also been stretching our collaboration learning muscle to identify the correct verb forms  

and tenses this week! On Tuesday, we worked together to explore which tense was correct in a 

variety  of question types, before using this to explore how chang ing the tense can change the 

mood of our writing. We finished the activity by writing a 

paragraph in the past tense, followed by present tense, to 

compare the effect.   

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been making lots of 

links between fractions, d ecimals and percentage s in Year 6. 

This has definitely stretched our making links learning muscles 

as we had to apply all of our knowledge of factors, multiples, 

fractions, decimals and percentages to make the link between 

each one. By the end of the week,  we had converted  and found 

equivalences , sorted these into ascending and descending  order and stretched our reasoning 

learning muscle to prove and disprove statements  that we were given. What a lot of maths 

learning!  

 

In Year 5, we have been continuing  to learn about decimals and how we can use our knowledge 

of place value to ensure that we solve problems accurately. We have used this learning to solve 

problems linked to money, perimeter, measures and true or false style questions, making sure that 

we show ed each step in our calculations. In Year 4, we have built on our knowledge of perimeter 

by exploring area and how this can be calculated. We have been making sure that we have been 

using our mathematical vocabulary to help us differentiate between these t wo mathematical 

methods. We have all been working hard to complete daily arithmetic questions too, this week, 

with so many of us showing just how confident we are as mathematicians. Well done, Class 3!  

 

In our RE learning this week, we have been developi ng our understanding of what it means to 

`cjmle rm _ amkkslgrw _lb fmu rfc t_jsc md ©rpsrfdsjlcqqª a_l nj_w _ n_pr gl rfgq, Uc c_af

identified which communities we are part of and how these make us feel. We then extended this 

to explore how people can feel  a sense of belonging -  linked to their religion -  and how religions 

and similar beliefs can bring groups of people together. Over the 

next few weeks, we will be exploring which religions are the most 

common in Cumbria and where 

we can find these places of  

worship.  
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Ucªtc `ccl jc_plgle _lmrfcp lcu ngcac md ksqga ml msp ejmaiclqngcjq* rfgq ucci ?drcp u_pkgle

up and recapping the notes D, E and F, we then added in the note of C and learnt how to play a 

brand new piece. Each week, the complexity of the piece of music increases and we ha ve to 

make sure that we read  the sheet music accurately: we played a 

combination of crotchets and minims this week, with fewer 

repeated refrains which meant we had even more learning to do! 

We are all showing great enthusi asm for 

our music learning and it has been 

wonderful to see just how many of us 

are applying it to our learning in 

Recorder Club, too!    

 

In our French learning this week, we 

have been continuing to learn about 

places around us. This week, we used illust rations of shops, libraries, 

swimming pools, beaches and markets to add French labels: over the 

lcvr dcu ucciq* ucªjj `c jc_plgle fmu rm egtc bgpcargmlq rm rfcqc nj_acq*

using our knowledge of position and direction in maths.  

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to learn about 

video editing in our Computing 

lessons this week! Building on from our learning last week, we 

used our knowledge of different types of camera angles and shots 

to begin to develop storyboards. We then used these to begin filing 

short snippets, u sing these storyboards and scripts to help us. We 

are looking forward to our next lesson, already!   

 

 



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

Another busy week! On Wednesday we began making 

prototypes for our Ancient Greek inspired sandals. We 

all really stretched our imagining muscles to turn our 

drawings and plans into 3D paper prototypes 

(Interestingly, we looked up the etymology of the word 

prototype and discovered it had Ancient Greek roots 

ugrf ©npmrmqª kc_lgle ©dgpqrª _lb ©rwnmqª kc_lgle ©`jmu*

bclr mp gk_ecª* ugrf rfc umpb mpgegl_rgle dpmk rfc

process of making sculptures). We learned that making 

a prototype is important in the design and  making 

process, because it enables mistakes and adjustments to 

be made while using cheaper materials, which ensures 

the final product is fit for purpose. We watched a video 

showing how real shoemakers make their patterns and 

found they followed the same p rocess too. Carefully, we all measured our 

feet and began drawing out our patterns on paper. We also ensured we 

added in seam allowance to enable parts to be attached together without 

changing the fit. Finally, we began cutting out our patterns and taping 

them together to make our prototypes. It was at this point, that we were 

able to see whether our measurements were 

accurate enough and we revised and adjusted 

accordingly. It was so exciting seeing our designs 

amkc rm jgdc _lb uc a_lªr u_gr rm k_ic rfc pc_l 

things next time.  

 

In history this week, we continued learning about 

rfc jce_aw md ?lagclr Epccac, Rfgq ucciªq dmasq u_q dmpkq md emtcplkclr, Dgpqr* uc cv_kglcb rfc

ideas of power, influence, rights and responsibilities. Examining each concept in turn , we 

discussed their meaning and what they meant to us in our lives today. We then looked at how 

power and influence exist within our own lives and drew 

diagrams of our 

families to illustrate 

the flows of power 

and influence within 

them. Next, we turned 

our attention to Ancient 

Greece. We already 

knew that Ancient 

Epccac u_qlªr mlc
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united country but was made up of many self - governed 

city - states. Just like we do today, the Ancient Greeks loved 

to debate about power and influence, so we held our own 

debate looking at the different forms of government which 

existed across Ancient 

Greece. In groups, we 

were each given a 

different form of 

government to argue 

the case for. Looking at monarchy, oligarchy, aristocracy, 

democracy and tyranny, we worked together to  make a 

persuasive case for our given form of government.  Each 

group put forward some excellent arguments with heated 

debates ensuing from questions put back to them by the 

observers. Even tyranny put up a good argument for its 

benefits which is 

not an e asy task! Finally, we had a whole class vote on 

which form of government would be taken forward by 

our city - state, with the 

unanimous winner being 

democracy ® a surviving 

legacy of the Ancient 

Greeks, used to govern 

ours and many other 

countries around th e globe 

today.  

 

Poem of the Week  

In our poetry assembly, we discussed how poems can paint a 

picture with words. This poem made us think of all sorts of 

rfgleq* dpmk bp_emlªq dgpc rm gac _lb tmja_lmcq slbcp rfc qc_® it 

made an ordinary rock seem rather ex traordinary.  

By Zaro Weil  
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Book Swap  

After launching our Book Swap as part of World 

Book Day last week, we have had lots of children 

browsing the books available and swapping books 

from home. It has been wonderful to hear lots of 

`mmi pcamkkclb_rgmlq _lb ©`mmi r_jiª _lb qmkc md

the teachers h ave been joining in too!    

 

Home Learning Projects  

Well, where do we start? The standard of Home 

Learning Projects this half term has been 

outstanding! Not only have we all created a unique and exciting project linked to our history 

learning in school, bu t so, so many of us have been applying our learning from these projects to 

class discussions and learning in school! We are so proud of the effort and shared learning 

brought about by these projects and everyone should feel incredibly proud of their achiev ements. 

Well done, everyone!  
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