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On Tuesday, we became chefs in Class 2! We worked in our year 

groups to cook Frikadellen, German Potato Salad and Apple Strudel! 

We used our knowledge of measures and scales carefully, and scaled 

the ingredients up and down, depending on how many we were 

making. We really enjoyed learning 

about new foods (and identifying more 

common ones, such as onions and 

garlic) as well as washing and drying 

all the dishes! 

 

We were all really excited to welcome guests from the WI 

on Wednesday.  We started the morning with a tour of the 

school, led by some of our Year 6 pupils.  Some of our 

guests had connections with the school in past years and 

commented on how much it had changed and how lovely it 

looked now.  When reflecting on the tour, one of our Year 6 

members described how proud it made them feel of the 

school.  We were also joined by a Cumberland News 

photographer and hope to see a feature in the paper soon.   

 

After the tour we returned to the classroom to begin our 

German food tasting.  Our guests were very impressed 

with the food we’d prepared which included Frikadellen, 

Kartofel Salad, Apfel Strudel, Bratwurst, Chilliwurst, 

Sauerkraut, Salami and Smoked Cheese.  Miss Maleney 

was also very impressed with how many of us were 

willing to try some of the foods again, such as 

Sauerkraut, despite not liking it during previous food 

tastings.  Again, lots of us discovered new tastes and foods that we enjoyed by 

pushing ourselves outside our comfort zone to try new things.  
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Following our German feast, we invited our guests to take 

part in some German lessons led by Class 2.  We delivered 

lessons on greetings, introductions, counting to 12, and 

asking ‘how are you?’ We ending the session with an 

interactive version of 

Kopf, Schultern, Knie 

und Zehen (Head, 

Shoulders, Knees and 

Toes).  Small groups then met with the WI to 

exchange ideas about skills and knowledge that we 

could learn from each other during future visits such 

as local history, arts and crafts and technology.  We 

had an excellent morning and Miss Maleney was 

very proud of our exemplary behaviour and 

manners and how we applied our learning in German. We can’t wait for the next visit!  

 

In computing, we have been creating our versions of webpages: we have made sure 

they have lots of bright colours and special offers to try and show how easily children 

can be persuaded to buy the latest toy or gadget. 

 

We have been continuing our topic learning this week, focussing on comparing the lives 

of Victorian children. We have explored historical sources and census records to try and 

ask questions about the past and have been fascinated by the lives of the children we 

have studied. We are looking forward to learning about Thomas John Barnardo; 

writing autobiographies about the work he did to save 

the lives of so many Victorian children. 

 

In our art lessons, we are learning how to draw 

portraits. This week, we focussed on how to draw eyes 

carefully and were surprised at just how much detail 

we can add.  

 

In our outdoor maths 

learning challenge, we have been exploring angles: 

measuring and identifying their properties and solving our 

own problems and conjectures. In Year 5 and 6, we were 

challenged to work out the connections between opposite 

and missing angles, and challenged Miss Hutton to some 

problems we had created, making sure that we knew the 

answers ourselves, first! 
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Year 2 have now got their very own Times Table Rockstars logins! We had lots of 

maths-fun on Tuesday afternoon, answering multiplication and division questions 

linked to the 2,3,5 and 10 times tables.  

 

Class 1 and Reception took a trip to William Howard School on Tuesday morning to try 

out some different sports and activities. We used skittles, parachutes, balls and lots of 

other equipment and worked with children from other schools. All the children were 

super ambassadors for the school, demonstrating excellent sharing and turn taking 

skills as well has having lots of fun and taking part in the activities. Well done to 

everyone who took part! 

 

Back in school this week, Class 1 have continued to work on their maths skills, with 

Year 2 learning about money and the value of different coins and notes. Year 1 have 

been working with larger numbers up to 100, and 

investigating different 

ways they can be 

represented.  

 

In Year 3 and 4 literacy 

we have been imitating 

the model text by acting 

out different parts of the story. We have been working 

in groups to retell our story part using actions and 

considered how to represent the personalities of the different characters. In maths, in 

Year 3 we have been making metre rulers and learning how to measure length and 

distance, thinking about the units cm, m and km. 

 

In our After School Craft Club on a Wednesday we have been 

putting their creative skills to work. We have been using wool 

and felt to learn new skills, 

like weaving and knitting. 

Some children have been 

using paper mache to make 

bowls with decoupage 

paper, too. Everyone should 

be really proud of what 

they have created and the 

new skills we have 

developed. 

 



 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

Early Years 

 

We had a brilliant time in the wildlife garden last week and even 

had the opportunity to see some frogs which was fascinating! We 

were not only lucky enough to see a frog swimming in a pond but 

also to see a frog up close.  It was great to see just how much they 

had changed from the tadpoles we had looked at just a few weeks 

ago. We were also busy digging and creating pathways and we 

are now ready to add stones to the paths.  

 

THANK YOU for all of the donations we have had for 

our wildlife garden so far we really appreciate them!  

 

We have also continued our learning about butterfly 

life cycles and are now very knowledgeable about 

the different stages; learning some really interesting 

facts throughout the process. This week in Reception, 

we created a detailed description for each stage of 

the butterfly life cycle; accurately using our segmenting skills to break 

down the sounds in each word. It is great to see our independent writing 

skills developing!  

 

As part of our learning we also 

explored different movements and 

actions which we could use to 

represent the different stages in a life cycle. It was a great 

opportunity for us to develop our creativity skills linked to 

dance and movement. 

 

We also had fun exploring measurement using different natural objects this week.  We 

measured our heights and then recorded our findings. We 

used shells, stones and log slices to measure our height 

from our head to our toes and discovered that we used 

fewer log slices as they were larger than the shells and 

stones.   

 

We took part in the CSSA 7-a-side football tournament for 

Years 3 and 4 at Central Academy this week.  Well done 

to everyone who took part, especially those players who 

are new to football and who gave 100% in every game, showing great sportsmanship.   


