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th

 November 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Azalea, Sam and Josh D 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  60    Helvellyn  55     Blencathra  49 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 
In our maths learning in Nursery and 

Reception this week, we have focused 

on the numbers 1, 2 and 3. We looked 

at different representations of 1, 2 and 

3, exploring Numicon, subitising dot 

cards, numeral number cards and 

objects. It was interesting exploring different representations and noticing different patterns. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have been focusing on accurate segmenting 

and blending. We used magnetic letters to form CVC words, even including digraphs when 

forming words. We have also been practising forming our names, focusing carefully on each of 

the different letters. In Nursery phonics this week, we were building up our hand dexterity using 

playdough. We have also continued to explore different nursery rhymes, consolidating our 

knowledge of the rhymes we have been learning at home too. We also enjoyed playing a roly-

poly action song, varying the speed in which we were singing and moving.  
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We also had a great time at the library in Hallbankgate 

Hub this week. We enjoyed listening to the story ‘Farmer 

Duck’ and loved looking through the books and choosing 

one to each take-home to share with our families. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning this week, we began to 

learn our new traditional tale, The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff. We 

talked 

about the 

different characters in the story, identifying the 

beginning, middle and end. We then had the 

opportunity to act out the story, taking on different 

character roles. The troll characters were truly 

terrifying!  

 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week, we focused on the festival of Eid and 

Ramadan in Islam. We discussed some of the different aspects of the celebration and what the 

festival represented. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we continued to 

develop our understanding of different materials and their properties. We 

explored the properties of absorbency in our experiment today, working out 

whether a material absorbed liquid or was waterproof. We investigated 

paper, card, plastic, wood, metal and tissue paper, making predictions and 

then testing our ideas ensuring that we were 

conducting our experiments fairly. 

 

We have continued to develop our learning linked 

to Kidsafe, this week focusing on bullying, 

including what bullying is and what we should 

do if we felt we were being bullied. We 

established that bulling involved something 

happening Several Times On Purpose, using the 

acronym STOP to help us remember. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week, in our PE learning, we have been continuing with 

hockey. We had fun scoring and we really rather good- not even 

Mrs Keelan could defend our goals! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our RE lesson this week, we spent some time reflecting on inspirational people. We thought 

carefully about the qualities of inspirational people and then thought carefully about who 

inspires us. We had some very 

interesting ideas including, celebrities, 

sports personalities, parents and 

grandparents. 

 

 

In literacy this week, we have been 

writing character descriptions for the 

characters in our class story ‘The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Maths learning this week in Year 2 and 3, we have been 

continuing our learning on subtraction.  In Year 1, we have been 

busy using the numbers on dominoes to write relating fact 

families, we really stretched our persevering muscles as this was 

very challenging. 
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In our science learning this week, we have been rock 

detectives! We have been investigating whether our rocks are 

permeable or impermeable by dropping water onto them. Later, 

we then developed our investigation to find out if our rocks 

were sedimentary by dropping vinegar on them: if the rocks 

fizzed, this informed us that the 

rocks were in fact sedimentary 

rocks. We talked in depth about 

how we would ensure that our 

tests were fair! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in our phonics learning, we have been looking at 

the family of sounds, 'igh, ie and split diagraph i-e.' We used 

our 'bossy phonics fingers' to help us to read with speed. 

Stretching our reading memory we used our knowledge to 

write down each ie, igh 

or i-e word and we 

had to put it in the correct column on our mini 

whiteboards. This was quite challenging but after lots of 

perseverance we completed the task.  
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In our history lesson this week, we took a closer look into 

the Beaker People from the Bronze Age. We discovered 

that they lived about 4,500 years ago and they made the 

metal bronze using the 'smelting' method which involved 

melting down tin 

and copper to 

produce bronze. 

After researching 

the Beaker People, 

we drew a picture 

of person from this 

era and then put 

some labels around 

the outside to 

describe them. Next, 

we turned our labels into sentences and wrote some excellent 

sentences to describe things like; who they were, how long 

ago they lived, what 

they discovered, how 

they changed life in 

this period of time 

and what tools they used. 

 
 
 

    

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

This week in our design and technology lesson, we revised 

our Bronze Age Roundhouse plans and started to create these and make a strong, sturdy frame. 

First, we had to draw around a plate to get two circles and then measure 20cm for the pieces of 

wooden doweling and mark on them where 20cm was so 

we knew exactly where to cut. We took it in turns to put on 

our safety goggles and cut down the pieces of wooden 

doweling being careful to use the saw to cut in the correct 

place along the line. It took a lot of determination to cut the 

pieces of dowel but we got there in the end! Next, we had 

to get an adult to use a glue gun to carefully stick our 

dowels onto the circles of card. Finally, we had completed 

our cage-like structure in preparation for weaving around 
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the outside next 

week. Our 

Roundhouse 

structures look 

really good and we 

can't wait to add 

more to them next 

week and think 

about creating the 

roof.  

 

In Class 2, we are super readers and we are all very proud of our reading achievements! It is so 

lovely to see so many children getting special reading certificates in our Celebration Assembly 

each week. Thank you for your continued support with hearing children read at home, it is 

greatly appreciated and helps them to progress even further!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to 

develop our knowledge of number. In Year 4, we have been 

consolidating and applying our knowledge of the 3, 6 and 9 

times tables to solve multiplication and division problems, as 

well as more complex puzzles that required a little more 

thinking! We also found it fascinating to learn rules about 

how to work out whether a number is divisible by a certain 

number, based on the sum of its digits! For example, we 

know that 699 is divisible by 3 

as its digit-sum is 24 (6 + 9 + 9) and 24 is a multiple of three. 

Give it a go- it’s fascinating! In Year 5, we started the week by 

solving problems based on square and cube numbers, before 

applying this knowledge (and our knowledge of factors and 

primes) to test out some mathematical conjectures, for example: 

Always, sometimes or never true: the sum of two primes is even? 

We had to make sure that we gave lots of examples to really prove 

our understanding and stretch our reasoning learning muscle. In 

Year 6, we have been continuing to strengthen our knowledge and 

understanding of long division. This week, we consolidated what 

we learned last week before learning how to divide when there are 

remainders and when solving reasoning problems. This has definitely stretched our persevering 

and revising learning muscles this week!  

 

In our literacy learning, we have started our brand new class text: 

Charlotte’s Web. We began the week by writing our ‘cold write’ stories, 

based on the idea that the main character has a pet that is taken 

away, before exploring our model text as a reader and as a writer. 

These learning activities really help us to understand the literary 

features chosen by the author, as well as allowing us to fully 

understand the subtleties in the plot. We’ve also started our VIPERS 

reading questions based on this new story and we have been using 

dictionaries to define new vocabulary over the course of the week. As 

well as all of this learning, we have been recapping and consolidating 

some of learning from before the holidays on coordinating and 

subordinating conjunctions. These POP tasks (also known as Proof of 

Progress tasks) allow us to show what we have understood about 

these two areas and the elements that might need a little more practise. At the end of the week, 

we recapped a range of sentence types, too, including commands, exclamations, questions and 

statements.  
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In our design and technology learning this week, we stretched our revising learning muscle to 

make further tweaks to our porotypes. This week, we revised our plans to redesign our final 

products, based on what we have discovered in our prototypes. We included revisions such as 

making sure that we get the tension just right by not pulling the weft too tight, nor leaving it too 

loose. We also continued to plan our embellishments and investigate weaving with different types 

of wool, including different thicknesses, textures and strands. Throughout the lesson, we 

reflected on our planning and revising learning muscles and identified the obstacles that we 

might face and how we could solve them- just like we did in our home-learning TASC wheels. 

We are nearly ready to begin creating our final products- it is very exciting! 

 

Building on from our computing learning last week, this week  we deepened our understanding of 

the term ‘communication’ by exploring different methods of communication, before considering 

internet-based communication in more detail. Finally, we evaluated which methods of 

communication suit particular purposes (and why) and recapped our online-safety knowledge 

and understanding by applying our knowledge to online relationships. Next 

week, we will focus on this element of our learning in greater detail, before 

starting our new unit of learning.  

 

Finally, on Friday, we got to grips with lots of new French vocabulary: the 

numbers 40 to 200! After learning how these numbers are constructed (for example, ‘80’ is 4 lots 

of 20), we then stretched our mental arithmetic knowledge by working out the French 

numbers, adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing them, before 

saying the answer in French... and all on a Friday afternoon! We 

all really enjoyed this new learning! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

This week we’ve travelled over the Atlantic Ocean to have an 

in depth look at the geography of North America. We’ve looked 

at everything from countries 

to climate zones and the 

physical features that affect 

where people live and build 

towns and cities. We’ve used 

a variety of sources of 

information including climate 

zones maps, biomes maps, 

climate graphs and population 

density maps to identify patterns of land use. We used some 

great geographical vocabulary to describe locations, expected 

climates and population patterns. We spotted that the north, west 

and southern parts of North America were more sparsely 

populated than the populous East Coast of the USA and land 

inland from there. We discussed how climate probably played a part in this, especially with the 

far north being so cold and not very good for growing food, but we decided it couldn’t account 

for all the areas of sparse population. We decided we needed a different representation of North 

America to get the full picture. Someone suggested it could be to do with physical features like 

mountains so we looked at a topographical map and saw that, indeed, there is a large mountain 

range, the Rocky Mountains that runs down the western side of North America.  

 

We also finished off our history learning about Maya city-states this week by thinking about 

where ordinary people would have lived and what their houses may have looked like. We 

discovered how most of the population would have lived around the edges of the main built up 

city in small wood and mud huts with thatched roofs which we noticed were quite a lot like the 

houses Anglo-Saxons would have built and lived in in Britain at a similar time. Finally, Mrs 

Arnold was excited to show us her photos of when she was lucky enough to visit the ancient 

Maya city-state of Tikal in Guatemala. We enjoyed seeing the buildings but we especially 

enjoyed the picture of her holding a giant tarantula!  

 

 

 

Armistice Day 
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On Friday, we all observed the two minute silence at 11am. We watched small snippets of 

remembrance services around the United Kingdom and shared why it was imporatnt to remember 

everyone affected by conflict. In Class 3, we read the poem ‘In Flanders Field’ by John Mcrea 

and talked about peace and hope for the future, as well as why poppies are a remembrance 

symbol.  
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Torchlight Procession 

 

WOW! We cannot thank you enough for all of your 

wonderful generosity. We had a table full of 

donations for our bottle tombola! Win preparation for 

the event, we think you’ll agree that our Class 3 Craft 

Clubbers made an excellent job of preparing a few 

new lanterns and they looked amazing once lit!  

 

We were thrilled to see so many people at the event 

and we raised over £280! A huge thank you to 

everyone that attended and to the PFA for organsing 

such a brilliant event!  
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Class 3’s poetry 

will be on 

display at this 

event! 


