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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Ellen, Zach and Kimberley 

Headteacher’s Award: Will 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 44 Helvellyn 25  Blencathra 36 

 
Class 3 News 

 

In our maths learning in Year 4 and 5 this week, we have 

been exploring how to add and subtract a range of 

numbers. We have been making sure that we are using the 

squares in our books to present our learning in a way that 

means we make fewer avoidable errors, and have been 

'sense checking' (building on our 'rounding to estimate' learning), to ensure that we have 

correctly identified what to do. We are all really enjoying taking ownership of our 

learning; revising any calculations or answers in our purple pens to show where we 

have made any improvements and reflecting on what we could do differently next time 

we solve a similar calculation. In Year 6, we have started to learn about long 

division; making links to multiples of 2-digit numbers to help solve these problems. We 

are all really enjoying the challenges set by Times Table Rock Stars, too: some of us are 

continuing to beat our top scores day after day and are enjoying playing on this at 

home, as well as in school.  

 

In literacy, we have written our 'hot write' wishing 

stories, based on 'The Midnight Fox'. We have 

explored a range of figurative language, including 

similes, metaphors, personification, prepositional 

phrases and adjectives, to describe the two main 

settings in our narratives. We have been challenging 

ourselves to include a wide range of punctuation - 

including dashes, colons and brackets- to construct 

sentences with embedded clauses to add detail. We 

have also been working really hard to improve our 

handwriting; starting each day with a quiet and 

focussed handwriting lesson to ensure that we present our learning to the best of our 

ability and take lots of pride in what we are producing.  
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We participated in World Mental Health Day 

this week, by taking part in the BBC live 

lesson. We explored how to recognise 

emotions, develop resilience and have a 

growth mindset, as well as mindfulness 

and tips for self-care.  

 

In music, we have been enjoying 

learning Mama Mia by ABBA.  We have 

been listening to a variety of songs and 

have shared our opinion of these to each other. We have been working hard to repeat 

back rhythms and sing back tunes. We sound fantastic when we sing, especially when 

we stand up tall and smile!  

 

In science we have been learning about the digestive system. We had a messy lesson 

where we modelled the digestive system with everyday items. The stomach was a 

sandwich bag and the small intestine was a pair of tights.  We discussed the journey 

that our food makes from when it enters the body to when it leaves.  We all got 

involved with the demonstration and some of us got really stuck in!  

 

 

Class 2 News 

During our Maths lessons we have been learning 

about ‘renaming’. We revised the different methods 

together as a class and challenged ourselves to solve 

some addition questions using renaming. We 

practically 

made 

each of the questions using the Base Ten. 

Then we counted up the ones (units) first 

and if there were too many we took away 

10 ones (10 units) and replaced it with 

another ten stick in the tens column. We 

discovered it was easier to count in tens 

than it was to individually count up all of 

the ones! As an extra challenge to ‘dive 

deeper’ into our mastery maths, we extended our learning by trying some double 

renaming and putting in an extra tens stick after renaming the ones and then renaming 

for the hundreds column.  
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In our Geography lessons about the UK, we have 

been learning about coordinates and finding 

places in the UK using them. We learned that the 

best way to remember how to find a coordinate 

is to ‘go along the corridor and then up the 

stairs’. We collaborated together to find out where 

different 

places on the map were. For example, we found 

out that the captial city of England is London 

and the coordinates for this place were (G,2) 

wheras the  coordinates for Hallbankgate were 

(E,8). We started to learn about 4 figure grid 

references as an extra 

challenge.  

 

 

Class 1 News 

This week we have been continuing to develop 

our knowledge of autumn and some of the 

seasonal changes which occur. We went on an 

autumn walk around the field, collecting 

conkers, beech nuts and different coloured leaves. It was fascinating 

exploring the conkers and collecting them in and out of shells, as 

well as those that were just about out of their spiky casing! We also practised spotting 

evergreen and deciduous trees. 

 

In Nursery and Reception, we have been 

developing our knowledge of 2D shapes 

and some of their properties. We have 

been comparing and contrasting different 

shapes and shape properties and have 

discovered we have lots of shapes 

around our classroom! In Year 1, we 

have been developing our knowledge of 

number bonds and how we can use this 

knowledge to support our addition calculations. 

 

 

In addition to our innovation story maps last week, we have started to create story 
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boards to ‘box-up’ our individual stories. This enables us to accurately identify the 

different parts of our story to support us as we learn and retell our narratives.  

 

Assemblies this week 

In our assembly this week, we have been 

learning about Individual Liberty, 

particularly regarding social media and 

other online applications that can track 

the location of where we are. We have 

been learning about What3words: an 

app which is able to provide an almost 

exact location for wherever you are in 

the world by using just 3 words. It has caused division between those who think it can 

save lives, to others who believe that one company shouldn’t know where we all are all 

the time. The app divides the world into three-metre squares and gives each one a 

unique three-word address in order for people to be easily found in emergencies, and to 

give the billions of people without a formal address access to one for the first time. We 

explored what we thought about the app and the benefits and limitations of it. 

 

Rights Respecting Schools Award 

 

As part of our collaborative learning this week, we have 

been exploring the Rights of children further, by sorting out 

a range of statements about needs and rights. We have 

stretched our reasoning learning muscle by trying to find 

justifications, reasons or evidence to support our ideas, as 

well as find any flaws in the reasoning of others. We then 

explored what are the potential barriers to Rights for 

children around the world and suggested how these could 

be overcome. On most occasions, we decided that it was the 

responsibility of the adults to help the children in leading the best life possible.  

 

 


