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Welcome back! This term we welcome Jemima and Scarlett into our 
nursery- we are sure they will be very happy as part of our school. 
 
Class 1 News:  
 

What a fantastic start to 2020 we have had in Class 1! We have started 
exploring our topic of dinosaurs which we are really excited about and 

have transformed our role play area into a 
paleontology lab to find and classify fossils and 
bones. This week we have been focusing on 
finding out what we already know and generating 
some questions which we would like to explore 
further through our topic learning.  
 
Our Talk for Writing story this term is “Elmer”: we have enjoyed 
creating actions for the story and are beginning to learn the story 
verbally. Once we know the story really well we are going to create 
story maps which we can use to support our retelling and writing of 
the story.  

 
We have also started a new topic in PE focusing on gymnastics and creating different shapes 
using our bodies. Some of the shapes were rather tricky but we persevered, creating some 
fantastic balances and collaborating to form all of the letters in ‘Hallbankgate’!  
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Class 3 News: 
 
This week we have started our new class text, Clockwork by Philip 
Pullman. In our guided reading lessons, we have been exploring the first 
few pages; focusing on understanding new vocabulary, inferring what is 
happening by ‘reading between the lines; making predictions about future 
events, explaining what has happened so far, retrieving information and 
quotes from the text and summarising the main points. To help us remember each step, we 
have used the acronym, VIPERS.  
 
We have all had an excellent start to our maths learning this year; 
challenging ourselves to make links between the interconnected elements 
of our maths learning and using this to solve problems efficiently and 
effectively. This week, we completed our problem-solving learning in 
Year 4 (including problems with two steps) and our learning challenges 
on multiples, factors and prime numbers in Year 5 and 6. In Year 6, we 

have really enjoyed creating factor 
trees and then using these to identify 
prime numbers, whereas in year 5, we 
have been stretching our learning to 
identify how we can create a range of 
numbers by calculating the product of primes. For example, 12 
is the product of 2x3x2, with 2 and 3 being prime numbers.  
 
In PSHE this week, we have been learning about what PSHE 
stands for and how we can learn about our emotions, 
ourselves, making and sustaining friendships, keeping healthy 
and money and the economy. This week, we set ourselves a 
realistic goal for the coming weeks and identified three 
achievable steps to work towards our goal. We linked our 
learning in PSHE to our new topic of Achievements and 

Legacies, as well as our BLP learning muscles, including perseverance, revising, interdependence 
and how we can manage our distractions effectively.  
 
Library Bus Visit 
 
The library bus will be visiting on Wednesday 29th January. We have a list of books that we 
have previously loaned but we cannot find in school. Please can everyone look at home for any 
books belonging to school or the library service, returning as soon as possible so that we can 
borrow new books to enjoy.  
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Rights Respecting Schools Award:   
 
On Friday, we recapped our learning from last term. We revisited key vocabulary (including 

migration, refugee, migrant and 
rights) and recapped what we knew 
about children’s rights. In Class 1 and 
Class 2, we compared photographs of 
children around the world to identify 
similarities and differences: we 
identified that many children are 

fortunate enough to have vaccinations (and where they are not, 
charities can help), the different types of homes, the 
challenges that children face around the world (including 
pollution where they live) and the different types of schools, 
beliefs and religions. In Class 3, we made links to our 

history learning from earlier in the 
week, by creating a timeline of key 
events over the last 30 years to show 
how the world has changed and 
developed in the time that UNICEF has 
been helping children. We stretched our 
research and questioning skills by having to find out which events came 
first, even though they were in the same year.  
 

 
Assemblies this week:  
 
We started our first assembly of the year by having a maths-themed assembly! We thought 
carefully about the relationships between seconds and minutes, minutes and hours, hours and 
days, days and weeks, months and years, years and decades and decades and centuries! We 
explored the etymology of these words to help us work out what they represented (for 
examples, exploring the link between ‘dec’ and decimals, decade and decagon) and what we 
could do to make every minute count this year. We reflected on what we could all do to use our 
time wisely- whether that was getting outside for some fresh air (rather than being inside 
playing on devices over the weekend), planning our time carefully so that we didn’t forget our 
PE kits/ reading books/ book bags and starting our home learning projects swiftly so that they 
are the best that they can be.  
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Week beginning 13th January 2020 
 

 
 
Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Chloe T, Hollie and Seb 
 
Housepoints total: Skiddaw 143  Helvellyn 129   Blencathra 102 
 
Class 1 News:  
 
We have been developing our knowledge of continents this week and 
linking our learning to dinosaurs and the different continents in 

which they lived. We learnt some different 
facts about each of the continents and 
introduced some key language such as 
population and country. Next, we will 
expand our learning about individual 
continents and the diverse features and 
climates that they have.  
We have also been continuing to learn the 
story of Elmer and have been creating our own story maps to support 
us when retelling the story. First, we collaborated to generate actions 
for the different sections of the story and then created picture 
representations for each part of the story.  

 
We were also lucky enough to be joined by some children from Class 2 who used their home 
learning projects to develop our understanding of fossils. They described their different projects 

and we then had the chance to look 
closely at the fossils and fossil replicas 
using magnifying glasses and stretching 
our questioning and noticing skills to 
learn new information. All of Class 1 
would like to say a huge thank you to 
those children!  
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Class 2 News:  
 
During our Maths No Problem lessons we have 
been learning about measuring in centimetres (cm) 
and metres (m). We measured objects around the 
classroom and then compared the sizes of them 
using the more than and less than symbols (> <). 
We are working towards understanding that four 

metres and two centimetres is written 4.02m and four 
metres and twenty centimetres is 4.20m. We discovered that 
this was because 4.02m has no tens and two ones.   
 
We have also been learning about multiplication and 
division in our maths lessons and discovering that division 
is the inverse operation to multiplication. We found out that 
to check our answers we can use the inverse operation. One 
of the questions we explored was 32 ÷ 4 = ? We used our 4 
times tables to see how many 4s ‘go into’ 32 to find out the 
answer was 8. Alongside using our times tables knowledge, 
we explored different methods to work out the answer to 
this question, for example: sharing 32 out into 4 groups.  
 
In our PE lessons we have moved onto Gymnastics skills. 
This week we have been practising the different body 

shapes gymnasts perform and looking at creating letters with our bodies. We collaborated to 
create letters in small groups and then performed them to the rest of the class.  
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For our science topic this term we are learning all about 
forces and magnets. We started off this unit of learning 
by completing the ‘K and W’ part of the KWL grid (what 
I already know, what I want to find out and what I have learnt). Next, in partners, we took 
two magnets and completed an investigation to discover whether the north or south pole sides 
of the magnet would attract each other or repel. We found this really fascinating and cannot 
wait to carry out some more investigations.   
 
Class 3 News: 
 

In literacy this week, we have been exploring our new class text in greater 
detail: making further predictions about the genre. We deducted that there 
may be lots of twists and turns, with some interesting and unsavoury 
characters due to the idea of ‘strange events’ in the very first line of the 
book and the detailed character descriptions 
in the blurb. We are looking forward to find 
out what happens next! We have started to 
learn how to build suspense and drama in 

our writing through our description and use of short sentence 
structures. Our short-burst writing activities allowed us to focus 
on building tension and suspense through the weather, light and 
atmosphere. We have also explored how to use interesting and 
hidden settings to give the reader a ‘hint’ of something dangerous happening. Jasmine and 
Holly have been intrigued by other books written by Philip Pullman and are looking forward to 
finishing Clockwork so they can read some of his other stories!   
 
In maths this week we have been SO disappointed when we have 
had to pack away! In Year 6, we have absolutely LOVED learning 
about fractions, equivalent fractions and how to simplify them. 

We have moved 
on to addition 
and subtraction, 
making sure that 
we use or 
knowledge of 
equivalent 
fractions to make 
sure we have 
denominators that are the same. We have been 
so absorbed in our learning that we have been 
asking to stay in through break and have extra 

challenges! In year 5, we have been learning formal methods of multiplication and multiplying 
by 10,100 and 1000 and in Year 4 we have been exploring the 6, 9, 11 and 12 times tables.   
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In our history lessons, we 
have started learning about 
our new topic - Achievements 
and Legacies.  We have explored what an achievement and a legacy is and thought of 
examples from our own lives, as well as examples from history.  We have learnt some new 
vocabulary (chronology, period and timeline) and considered different words that relate to 
‘time’.  We are using the skills of being a historian by thinking about what has influenced 
change in a particular period of history.  To start our learning, we are investigating the Bronze 
Age and in particular, the achievements that occurred during the Bronze Age and the legacy that 
has been left as a result.  We have discussed why the Bronze Age is called the Bronze Age (the 
clue is in the name!), and how the achievement of this new discovery helped these people.   
 
This week in our art lesson, we learnt about the 
sculptor Giacometti.  He is a Swiss sculptor who lived 
through both world wars.  He is most famous for 
making figures out of bronze.  We started by trying to 
capture how emotion and movement can be portrayed 
in a drawing as simple as a stickman.  Our challenge 
was that we couldn’t include props or faces, only 
shape.  After this, we made our own stickmen 

sculptures out of foil, in 
the style of Giacometti.  
Even this proved challenging, as foil has the tendency to tear.  
However, we persevered and created a whole class of foil figures in 
all sorts of positions.  We think you will agree that they look 
excellent!   
 
 

 
Assemblies this week:  
 
Rachel from NISCU joined for an assembly this week where 
we listened carefully to a story about showing commitment 
and making promises. We also reflected on how we can 
show respect to people in different ways and why people 
might show respect. We listened to a story about one man’s 
passion to look after animals affected by war. We found 
out that over the past 9 years, millions of people have fled 
their homes in Syria because of the ongoing war and conflict with many people leaving their 
homes and belongings behind, including their pets. Mohammad Aljaleel from the city of Aleppo 
is one of the few who have remained and looks after thousands of abandoned cats. We 
stretched our Empathy and Listening learning muscle and tried to imagine how we would feel 
in similar situations.   
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After School Performing Arts Club: 
 
This term we have started a new Performing Arts 
Club which we are all very excited about! In the 
club we have been exploring drama, acting skills, 
dance, singing and music. For the first session 
this week we performed the ‘Cha-cha slide’ dance 
with Miss Hepworth which we all really enjoyed. 
We took a closer look into each dance move and 
perfected it before performing it together as a 
group. In the drama part of the club we worked with Miss Johnstone to develop our acting 
skills further. We set out some ground rules for performing so that we could respect each other’s 
skills and to make sure everyone would have a go and be a brilliant audience when watching 

the different performances. For the acting we had 
some emergency scenario cards that we had to 
act out and use our imagination to make them 
come to life. The performances were brilliant and 
we will develop our drama skills even further in 
the weeks to come.   
 
 
 
 
 


