
 

  Week beginning 8
th

 January 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Azalea, Alex R and Connor 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  111    Helvellyn  123    Blencathra  100 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning, we have been 

consolidating our knowledge of numbers 

to 5. We ordered numerals from smallest 

to largest and then matched corresponding 

numbers together. We had to carefully use 

our noticing skills to ensure that we had 

accurately matched the numbers and representations together. 

We then expanded our understanding by practising forming our 

number bonds to 5. We used Numicon to support us. 

 

We have also been learning about 0 and the concept of 0 in 

relation to other numbers. We looked at different representations 

of 0 and sorted things into groups of 0 and not 0. We have also 

been refining our subitising skills, looking at different 

representations of the numbers 2-5 and creating these using 

objects, such as counters.  

 

In our phonics in Reception this week we have been reinforcing our knowledge of 

the basics 2 letters, sounds and actions. We then applied this 

knowledge to support us when reading and forming CVC 

words. We also practised developing our mark making and 

fine motor skills, creating a range of different marks. In 

phonics in Nursery, we have been matching sounds together 

using our noticing skills and have also been singing rhyming 

songs.  
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We have also been learning new letters sounds and actions, 

focusing on j, v, w and x. We explored different objects and 

words linked to our focus letters and have also been using 

our segmenting and blending skills to read and write words. 

In phonics in Nursery, we have been we have been exploring 

musical instruments and matching sounds to musical 

instruments. We have also been undertaking find and describe 

activities linked to farm animals. Additionally, we have investigated creating different face 

shapes using mirrors to observe how our mouths move and change when making different 

noises.  

In our Talk for Writing learning this week we started to learn our new focus text, The Enormous 

Turnip. Some of us were already familiar with the story but we enjoyed learning the story and 

acting out different parts of the story too. We also started to develop a word bank linked to 

different words from the story, for example, the word big could also be enormous, huge, giant or 

gigantic. Following this, we worked on creating our very own story maps! They are fantastic! 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this 

week, we have been developing our understanding of the 

human life cycle. We discussed some of the different 

stages in the human life cycle and shared some of our 

own experiences and knowledge. We then worked together 

to order pictures of each of the stages accurately. In our 

science and understanding the world learning this week 

we have also been exploring the season of winter and 

some of the changes which occur. We enjoyed going on a 

winter scavenger hunt in the outdoor area and making 

snowflakes for our seasons tree. 

 

In our design and technology learning, we have been 

finishing off our interactive London fact files. They look 

fantastic now they are finished with their facts and 

moving parts. In Nursery and Reception, we created some 

brilliant artwork using 2D shapes inspired by the London skyline. 
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We also finished off our history learning in Year 1 this week about The Gunpowder Plot, this 

week focusing on what happened after 

The Gunpowder Plot was discovered. 

We generated some great questions and 

comments. In Nursery and Reception, 

we created some firework pictures 

using black paper and coloured 

pencils. It created a fantastic effect! 

 

 

We have also been focusing on the village of Hallbankgate and some of the changes which have 

occurred throughout history. We looked at images of different places in the village, generating 

comments and questions. We noticed that most of the images were in black and white and 

suggested that this was an indicator to show that the images were likely taken a long time ago. 

In our RE and understanding the world learning we focused on the festival of Bodhi Day 

celebrated within the religion of Buddhism. We were intrigued by an image of 

the Bodhi Tree, the tree of enlightenment, generating 

some fantastic questions and comments. 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have started our new learning about 

materials and their properties. We explored some of 

the different materials which can be found in both 

our indoor and outdoor learning environments and generated some brilliant 

vocabulary to describe some of their different properties. We used scientific 

vocabulary such as smooth, rough, slippery, spiky to describe some of the 

different materials including metal, wood and plastic. 

In our PE and physical development learning we started our 

focus on gymnastics. We had a great time creating different 

letters, shapes and balances 

using our bodies. We cannot 

wait to practise and learn more 

over the coming weeks. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield) 

 

This week, in our spelling practice in Year 1, we have 

been learning to spell the words; my, by, is, his and 

has. We had a go at writing them on mini whiteboards 

and then tested each other. In Year 2, we have been 

practicing; brain, 

play, queen, 

stream, bright, tie, 

soap, toe, spoon 

and glue. We now 

have ten spellings to practice but we have allocated 

sessions to practice these in school, too, as well as at 

home.  

 

During our PSHE sessions, we have been learning all 

about foodbanks, what they are, where they are and how they help the public. First of all, we 

researched into what foodbanks are watching some different 

videos explaining all about them. We learnt that foodbanks 

are there to help families in need and they receive food parcels 

from them if they are struggling. Not only do they give out 

food at foodbanks but cat and dog food for people’s pets, toilet 

roll, nappies and many other essential items families may 

need. We created posters all about foodbanks and in 

particular we looked at the foodbank in Carlisle as a good 

example of how a foodbank runs and the types of non-

perishable foods they give to people.  

 

In our maths learning in Year 2, we have 

been continuing our study of 3D shapes and 

we have been counting the edges and vertices 

on 3D shapes alongside naming the shapes. 

We had to count the edges and vertices on 

shapes such 

as; square 

based 

pyramid, 

triangular prism, cuboid and a cube. In Year 1, we have been 

learning all about the numbers 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19. We 

learnt that these are called ‘the teen numbers’ and they go up in 
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ones. As part of our learning, we had to complete part whole models, bar models and draw the 

correct number of counters to match the numbers. In Year 3, we have been completing our 

sharing and grouping work and then moving onto multiply by 3 and divide by 3. As part of our 

learning, we had to solve word problems, write number stories, write addition sentences, draw 

the question and draw a bar model to represent the maths question.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in our history lesson, we have been continuing our new topic of the Anglo - Saxons. 

Following on from exploring our topic books last week, this week, we watched some short video 

clips explaining who the Anglo Saxons were and we then completed a map to show the different 

areas where the Jutes, Angles, Saxons, Scots and Picts came from. We learnt that the Saxons 

were from Germany and the Netherlands, the Angles were from Southern Denmark, the Jutes 

were from Northern Denmark, the Picts were from Scotland and the Scots were from Northern 

Ireland.  
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Class 2 News - Miss Hutton 

 

What a brilliant start to 2024 in Class 2! This week, we have been 

working incredibly hard to magpie ideas from our model text (all 

about fantastic forests!) so that we can write a persuasive piece all 

about snowy scenes next week! Stretahcing our learning about the 

different types of sentences (statements, commands, questions and 

exclamation sentences), we first identified them in the model text, 

before coming up with our own ideas. We have really impressed 

everyone with our amazing cursive 

handwriting too- what a lot of progress 

everyone has made! 

 

In our science learning, we have been learning all about living things. 

This week, we sorted out images of living t hings that made their own 

food (and those that didn’t), as well as which animals were 

carnivores, herbivores or omnivores. We’ll also be using clues next 

week to try and work out how the shape 

of an animal’s teeth can tell us what type 

of diet they have! We also thought 

carefully about what not being able to 

make your own food means for humans: 

nutrition and keeping our bodies healthy will be the focus of our 

science lessons for this half term.  

 

In our RE learning, we have been exploring the idea of being 

‘inspirational’ and how Christians are inspired by Jesus and his 

teachings. First, we gave our own definitions and examples of what 

inspirational meant to us, before working together to sort images of well-known figures into the 

most to least inspirational. It was quite difficult and we had to stretch our reasoning learning 

muscle to really justify our ideas. Finally, we learnt more about the bible and how it is the 

special holy text for Christians. We are looking forward to learning some bible stories next week. 
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Class 3 News - Miss Hutton 

 

We’ve had an excellent start to the New Year in Class 3 and we have 

enjoyed stretching our reasoning learning muscles in our RE lessons, 

this week. Using images as a stimulus, we talked about what 

stereotyping means and common stereotypes that are prevalent 

today. For each scenario, we thought carefully about the impact of 

the stereotype on the people it affected and whether or not there was any truth in what is often 

commonly thought. We discussed various topics such as the gender pay gap, who is responsible 

for housework, whether or not the 

clothing we wear defines our 

character and personality and who 

we thought did each job based on 

their photograph alone. We worked 

incredibly hard to reason why 

stereotypes may be damaging to 

people’s wellbeing and sense of self and how we can show 

respect to others.  

 

In PE this week, we have been learning and applying lots of 

gymnastics positions, travels and 

holds as we begin our new unit. 

This week, we explored one, two, 

three and four point balances and 

how we can travel from one space 

to another. We also thought 

carefully about showing control 

and finesse in each of our 

movements.  

 

In our French learning, we have recapped how to say months of the 

year and have been working on recognising them in their written form! We are 

working towards confidently asking and answering the question, ‘when is your 

birthday?’.  

 

We are really enjoying our new class book, Why the Whales Came, too and we 

have already started to make inferences about characters and their actions, as 

well as why they are perceived in certain ways. We can’t wait to read the next 

chapter! 
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Class 3 News - Mrs Arnold 

 

What a busy start to the term we’ve had! We’ve started lots of new 

and exciting topics. In our literacy learning, we’ve started listening to 

and reading extracts from our new text, Why the Whales Came by 

Michael Morpurgo. We’re really enjoying the story so far. There are a 

lot of interesting themes and we’ve enjoyed picking these out in our 

reading sessions. In our literacy lessons we’ve covered a lot since 

coming back. Last week, we all learned the poem, ‘Moths’ by Christina 

Rossetti by heart and performed it to the 

class. Through the learning process, we 

analysed the poem focusing on meaning 

and then related this to how it should 

be read. We had to think about our 

rhythm and phrasing, our intonation and expression and how 

smoothly we were reading the poem. We all made such an 

improvement from the start of the learning to the end: giving some 

fabulous performances. This week in literacy we’ve started our unit 

of discussion writing. We’ve analysed our model text and pulled 

out the features needed to write an effective discussion and we’ve 

started pulling together arguments for our own discussions we’ll be 

writing next week.  

 

In maths this week, Year 4 have been multiplying 2 and 3 digit 

numbers by a 1 digit number, before moving on to diving a 2 digit 

number by a 1 digit number. We had to used our place value 

knowledge to partition numbers and make exchanges to complete our 

calculations successfully. In Year 5, we’ve been carrying on with 

fractions and this week we’ve been adding and subtracting to and 

from mixed numbers. It hasn’t been simple as we’ve had to use our 

fractions knowledge to find many equivalent 

fractions and convert mixed numbers to 

improper fractions and back to mixed 

numbers again! In Year 6, we’ve completed our learning on converting 

units of measure. We sped through this learning and really enjoyed 

working out the relationships between different measures, as well as 

some excellent estimating.  

 

We’ve started all our new topics across the foundation subjects and 

science. We’ve been introduced to the Vikings by learning who there 
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were, where they came from and the push and pull factors that may 

have led them to invading Britain. In geography, we’ve simulated the 

water cycle in the classroom and drawn and 

annotated diagrams with all the correct vocabulary 

to explain the process. This week in our science 

lesson, we took a closer look at our teeth. We 

identified and named the different types and their 

roles and learned how our mouth and teeth start the 

process of digestion. We had fun creating flow 

diagrams to explain the process using our new vocabulary. We even tested 

how good our knowledge was by asking our partner to muddle up a couple 

of our words to see if we could spot which ones were out of place. In art 

this week we had a brilliant time exploring Viking artefact 

photos to identify styles and features of Viking art and 

then had a go at drawing our own Viking knot designs.  

 

In computing we’ve been learning 

about how to keep ourselves safe 

on the internet. We’ve looked at 

what online bullying might look 

like, why it might happen and how it can make people feel and we’ve 

looked at age ratings on apps and games and learned why they are 

there. We all carried out a survey this week to show what we know 

already and let our teachers know what we’d like to know more about.  

 

Our PSHE topic this term is ‘Living in the Wider World’ so we have started 

work on a charity project (watch this space!) and in music we’ve listened to and appraised the 

song Blackbird by The Beatles which we’ve started to learn to sing.  
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School Council Elections 

This week, we held our School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing 

Council Elections,,, we’ll have more news about these new Councils next 

week! 
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