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Welcome back! 

What a brilliant first week back! Each class has been full of smiles, giggles and lots of 

exciting learning and we are all incredibly proud of how resilient and determined each 

and every member of our school has been. Well done everyone! 

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a fantastic week in Class 1! We 

have really enjoyed exploring new aspects of our 

classroom (both inside and outside) but 

particularly our new reading area with our 

emotion jars linked to the colour monster story. 

On our return to school, we 

discussed some of our different 

emotions and examples of how we can process and show our emotions in 

positive ways.  

 

We have also been continuing to develop our 

knowledge of our new Talk 4 Writing story, 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears. After learning the 

story with actions, we then applied this when 

creating a shared collaborative story map and then 

our own individual story maps. They looked brilliant! We also 

received a letter from the Three Bears with some delicious porridge for 

us to try too, it was very exciting! We decided to write letters back to 

the bears to say a big thank you for our tasty porridge.  

 

In addition to all of this other wonderful 

learning, we have also focused on our new 

topic of transport and vehicles, sharing our 

prior knowledge of modes of transport and how 

they are similar to or differ from one another. 

We have also started to research a vehicle of our 

choice, gathering images and information to 

then inform our design process. After developing 

our designs, we then hope to create our vehicles using our Design Technology skills.   
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Class 2 news 

 

We’ve had a really busy first week back in Class 2. We 

started off the week celebrating all of our qualities and 

the things that make us special. We all really enjoyed 

creating little boxes to put our special qualities into and 

we stretched our Empathy and Listening learning muscle 

as we all shared one of our qualities with the rest of our 

class.   

 

As part of our learning during lockdown, we all worked 

really hard to learn about the Great Fire of London. This 

week, we have recapped and consolidated this learning 

by writing our very own newspaper articles based on 

this key event in history. We loved being reporters and 

stretching our skills as a historian to communicate about 

the past: we had to make sure that we included all of 

the relevant dates, times and locations, as well as eye-witness accounts!  

 

This week it is British Science Week! To celebrate this week 

and all things science, we challenged our scientific enquiry 

skills to make a bridge. 

In this STEM challenge, 

we used pieces of 

Multilink to make the 

widest bridge possible, 

without it collapsing!  

This made links to our 

Design and Technology learning about creating strong 

structures, as well stretching our Collaboration learning 

muscle.   

 

In our Maths learning, we have all been continuing to 

challenge ourselves and build on our learning and 

understanding of 2D and 3D shapes (Year 2) and telling 

the time on an analogue clock and digitally in Year 3. We 

had to really stretch our mathematical vocabulary of 

sides, vertices, faces and edges in Year 2 and to, past 

and o’clock in Year 3, making links to our 5 times table too! 

In Literacy, we have been continuing with our story Amazing Grace. We really enjoyed 

extending our understanding of Grace’s feelings by acting out and imagining how Grace would 

be feeling and what she might be thinking in the story.   
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Class 3 news 

 

In Class 3 this week, we have been consolidating and 

revisiting all of our ‘lockdown learning’. We started our 

week by exploring our thoughts and feelings about our 

learning journeys and what we have been proud of during 

this time. So many of us made links to our Building 

Learning Power learning muscles and described how we 

had preserved, managed our distractions or revised our 

learning. 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been consolidating our learning 

and making sure that we don’t have any misconceptions. In Year 4 and 

Year 5, we have been learning about fractions (particularly identifying 

equivalent fractions and converting between 

improper fractions and mixed numbers) and 

in Year 6, we have been exploring the links 

between fractions, decimals and percentages. 

We have all really enjoyed using maths 

games and resources to aid our fluency and 

recall in these objectives and have 

been challenging ourselves to choose 

activities that are just like the porridge Class 1 have been tasting: 

not too cold (which would not be challenging enough), not too hot 

(which would be too challenging), but just right!   

 

 

 

In PE, we have been working on 

developing our fitness and recapping 

some of our skills from the Autumn 

term. It was great to be able to get 

outside and be active!  

 

In literacy, we finished our most recent class book, River Boy (by Tim 

Bowler). It was quite a challenging and sad ending but we were enjoying it 

so much that we asked Mrs Arnold to finish it! We had an excellent 

discussion about all the themes in the book and how different puzzles had 

become clearer at the end. We all had different theories and ideas about the 

character of the river boy and we each listened to everyone’s ideas and 

responded to them with respect and maturity. Mrs Arnold was blown away 

by our thoughtful and intelligent responses. We have also been working 
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towards writing a ‘losing tale’ (one of the Talk 4 Writing story genres) this week, making sure 

that we included lots of elements from the learning that we completed at home, as well as 

making sure that it was exciting and interesting. We are looking forward to editing and 

revising these next week.  

 

We have all really enjoyed practicing our French language skills this 

week too! We have been having conversations with each other to ask 

people how they are and who is in their family, as well counting 

up to 12. We will be applying this new learning next week by 

asking how old people are and telling them the answer! We will also 

start writing in our brand new French books... we can’t wait! 

 

In Class 3 foundation subjects this week, we’ve been working on our vocabulary; recapping 

our learning over the past half term. In science, we have been making sure we know what an 

ecosystem, a habitat, an organism and a microorganism is. To help us with this, Mrs Arnold 

has been asking us a lot what different words mean and sometimes tried to trick us by giving 

the definition, so that we had to think of the correct word! We also 

reviewed our knowledge of the etymology (where words and their 

meanings come from) of the terms ‘carnivore’, ‘herbivore’ and 

‘omnivore’ to help us remember what each one means. We will be 

using all these new words (and more) over the coming weeks as we 

begin to explore food chains and food 

webs in different ecosystems.  

 

In geography, we have consolidated our knowledge of the water 

cycle. Again we’ve worked really hard to use the technical 

vocabulary for each process within the cycle. 

There are some really tricky terms for the 

processes within the water cycle, so we spent lots 

of time practising each one. To help us visualise 

each stage we set up an investigation: we had to 

collaborate to draw and label a diagram of the 

water cycle on a plastic cup. We then added some water, covered the top 

with cling film and placed them on the classroom radiator. We each made 

a prediction, using our knowledge of the processes in the water cycle to hel  

p us, for what would happen to the water in the cup. By the end of the 

lesson, we were able to carefully observe what had happened. We noticed 

that the heat from the radiator had caused the water to evaporate, turn into water vapour and 

hit the cling film at the top where it had cooled and condensed back into water droplets. Some 

of these water droplets had started to join together and become heavy enough to drip back 

down into the water, just like precipitation! It was exciting to see a tiny version of the water 

cycle working, just as we’d seen in our learning, in action in the classroom.  
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Maths  

 

We are delighted to share some photographs of our 

brand new maths areas that we have in each of 

our classrooms! All of the teachers have been 

working really hard to make these maths areas 

exciting and purposeful, so that we can access the 

maths resources that we need, whenever we need 

them! In Class 1, we have maths resources that 

can help us to 

develop our 

understanding of numbers, shapes, patterns and our own 

mathematical fascinations; in Class 2, we have resources 

linked to our current learning and in Class 3, we have 

fantastic fractions resources, as well as lots of key 

vocabulary that we have been 

exploring together.  Now that 

we are back in school, we are 

looking forward to continuing 

our development of teaching 

and learning across our school 

and we are all very excited 

about our new maths areas, in 

particular! 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby news 

 

Finally, I’m sure you will all join us in sending our best wishes to Miss Johnstone and her 

partner, Mark, as they welcomed their new arrival Ella Grace Whitfield this week.  We are 

pleased to let you know that Mum and baby are doing well.      


