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Learners of the Week: Will, Seb and Niamh 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 49     Helvellyn 41     Blencathra 43    

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we have enjoyed starting to learn our new 

Talk for Writing story, The Three Little Pigs. We began by sharing 

our prior knowledge of the story and then used our model text to 

begin to retell the story using actions we 

devised ourselves. To develop our 

understanding further, we also had a go at 

acting out the story of The Three Little Pigs, 

taking on different character roles and 

incorporating the repeated refrains from the 

text. Nursery and Reception enjoyed 

creating a wolf and pig collage using a 

range of different textures to build up the pictures. Year 1 explored the story 

in detail by reading as a reader and a writer to identify different forms of 

punctuation used in the story but also to generate some different synonyms 

which could be used. We also created our own stick puppets linked to the different characters 

and used these to act out the story in a puppet show. We 

cannot wait to explore the story and characters even more! 

 

In RE, we have been learning all about the festival of Diwali, 

including why and how it is celebrated and which different 

religions around the world celebrate Diwali. We watched 

videos and looked at images 

to develop our 

understanding and even had 

a go at some traditional dancing which may be incorporated 

into Diwali celebrations. We also really enjoyed doing some 

different creative activities linked to Diwali. We created a 

collaborative Rangoli pattern using powder paint, made Rangoli 
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patterns using 

natural materials 

and drew Rangoli 

patterns using 

chalk. It was so 

much fun and a 

great way to 

apply our 

understanding! 

 

In maths in Year 1, this week we have been developing our knowledge of number bonds and how 

number facts can be reversed but still contain the same components. In Nursery and Reception, 

we have been exploring different patterns in numbers and looking at how numbers can be 

represented in different formations but that the value is still the same. 

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have continued to develop 

our knowledge of adjacent consonants and have 

been working on adding sounds buttons to words 

to support our accuracy when reading. In phonics 

in Reception we have been developing our 

understanding of segmenting and blending to 

support us as emergent readers and writers. We 

are doing an amazing job! In phonics in Nursery 

we are enjoying exploring different sounds and 

developing our fine and gross motor skills. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our Literacy learning this week, we 

have been creating fact files on Gorilla’s 

in order to build up to creating a 

character description for the gorilla in our 

new class story. We had to work 

collaboratively to research information 

about gorillas, before independently creating 

these fact files. 

 

 

 

 

In our 

Maths learning, we have been continuing to explore money. 

We have been creating little challenges, including finding 

ways to make an amount but only using silver coins and 

finding ways to make an amount but only using 3 

coins. We enjoyed the challenge and had to stretch 

our persevering muscles to keep going. 

 

In our Computing lesson this week, we explored the 

importance of light in taking photographs. We 

worked collaboratively and took photos of an object 

in different places to discover where would create 

the best photograph. After this, we shared what we found with each other and we discussed 

which of our photographs were best and why. We discussed how we 

could improve photographs that were too dark, too. 

 

This week was our last week of developing our hockey skills, so we 

have enjoyed applying all of what we have learned into some team 

games.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

What a busy week we have had in Class 2! In our Phonics 

lessons, we have been focusing on the grapheme ‘aw’ and 

we created a mind map of 

words with the sound in 

them. We then used our 

drawings and spellings to 

create some super 

sentences. We had to stretch 

our imagination muscle to 

come up with some creative 

sentences using the ‘aw’ 

words. Our sentences were 

so brilliant that we got a 

house point for all of our 

hard work. We concentrated 

hard on our handwriting, 

spellings and letter formation and independently completed the 

task.  

 

During Geography this week, we have been carrying on with 

studying the major rivers of Europe. We had a tricky challenge to research 4 major rivers and 

complete the table of information about each one. We used the laptops in pairs to find out how 

long each river was, where 

the river started and ended 

and an interesting fact about 

each one. We collaborated 

together to find out the 

information and we enjoyed 

working in different partners. 

As a class, we could not 

believe how long some of the 

rivers were and we were fascinated to find out how old some 

of the rivers are.  
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In our spelling lessons this week, we have been using 

different materials to create our spellings as another method 

to learn and remember them. We had a challenge of using 

the PE cones to make each of our spellings and it was a lot 

trickier than we first expected. As a big group, we 

collaborated together to decide who was creating which 

letter and then joining them together. At the end we had a 

go at making the word ‘catastrophe’ and we had to 

persevere as this was very tricky but we got there in the 

end. In class, we have also been using plasticine to create our spellings and writing them out in 

different colours.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History, we have been working hard to 

finish our Roman shields. We have had so 

much fun designing and creating these and we 

are going to evaluate our work next week 

looking at how we can improve these for the 

future.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

At the beginning of our week, we continued to stretch our understanding of our new class text, 

Wolf Brother, by answering some VIPERS reading comprehension questions. This really helped 

us to stretch our reasoning learning muscle and our distilling learning muscles- both of which 

we commonly use in maths! As part of this comprehension 

learning activity, we had to find Vocabulary that showed how 

the weather indicated the mood, before Inferring how the 

characters were feeling and Predicting what might happen next 

(based on what we had read). We also Explained our ideas and 

Retrieved key phrases from the text to 

support our ideas. Our new book is 

packed full of information and detail 

(and the chapters are quite long!) so 

this helped us developed our skim-

reading skills, too! 

 

This week, we have continued to share our reading book journaling with each other and it is 

going from strength to strength! We have spent the first part of most mornings discussing and 

writing about what we had read and how it made us feel, as well trying to explore and 

identify any themes or patterns. Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton shared 

the stories that they had been reading, too,  (both children’s books 

and books for grownups) and have been describing what was or 

wasn’t effective or enjoyable about 

what they were reading. This helped 

us to be a little more reflective in our 

journaling and it is helping us to try 

and identify which books, authors or 

themes we enjoy reading.  It has been 

amazing to see how excited so many people in our class have 

been when sharing our ‘book talk’ and reading for pleasure 

discussions and we are looking forward to 

building on these over the next few weeks.  

In our maths learning this week, we have all been working really hard to 

conquer a variety of division methods. In Year 4, we have been learning the 

fundamentals of division by partitioning 2 and 3 digit numbers in different 

ways to help us divide more easily. For example, we partitioned 92 into 80 

and 12, as both are easily divisible by four! We used place value counters and 

the Base Ten to help us solve each calculation, including part whole models 

and division with remainders. In Year 5, we have been learning the short 
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division method and stretching our noticing learning muscle to 

spot patterns and make predictions about the size of any 

remainders and why. Finally, in Year 6, we have all had lots of 

success with long division! By the end of the week, we were all 

able to divide 4 digit numbers by two digits (including with 

remainders) and solve word problems with more than one step. 

Everyone has been so absorbed in this learning and clearly enjoy 

solving mathematical puzzles and problems!  

 

In our Religious Education lesson this week, we stretched 

our empathy learning muscle and our distilling learning 

muscle to learn about Armistice Day and Remembrance 

services all around the world. Using a range of 

information sources, we stretched our distilling learning 

muscle to pull out the most important details about what 

happens during a Remembrance service. We explored 

what the poppy symbolises, as well as how people are 

affected by conflict all over the world. Just like in any 

exploration of a religious text or story, we looked for the 

symbolism and morals that we could 

apply to our lives today. We decided 

that we should be grateful for living in 

a country without conflict and – like the 

poppy- we can grow and look to the 

future, even if things have been a little 

tricky. Some people likened this to the 

pandemic and the good that can 

hopefully come out of it in the future. 

Using all of this information, we created 

a remembrance tree that we shared with the whole school in our special Remembrance with 

Reverend Johnsen.  
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In PE this week, we have been applying our hockey skills to 

games and matches. It has been 

excellent to apply our attacking and 

defending knowledge from last half 

term to this game, whilst making sure 

we were using our hockey sticks to 

shoot and defend.  

 

In our PSHE learning, we have been exploring how we 

can support each other and what makes us unique and 

special. We identified all of our ‘best bits’ and then 

thought about what might cause someone to feel not quite 

themselves. We decided that it is important to focus on the 

good things but support each other with the not-so good 

bits. Here, we identified that our hearts, 

hands, feet and smile are all part of our 

best bits! 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we had a great 

introduction to our geography topic on the 

UK. We explored a map of the world to 

refresh our existing knowledge before 

looking at different types of map showing 

the UK. We discovered different types of map can show us different things 

about a place from political boundaries to the terrain – we discovered this is 

known as topography. We then found and labelled the countries of the UK and their capital cities 

on our own maps before starting a topography challenge using an atlas. It was so exciting to be 

using our brand new atlases! We worked together to locate and label key physical and human 

features in each of the 4 countries of the UK. We discovered that it is much easier to locate the 

bigger physical features (such as rivers and mountains) using an atlas due to the small scale of 

the maps. We found out that we would have to use a larger scale map to locate smaller human 

features like statues or famous bridges as this would show a specific area in more detail.  
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On Thursday in Class 3, we started our topic on the Anglo-Saxons. We started off by refreshing 

our memory and developing our chronology skills by putting 

together a timeline of the key eras in British history. This helped 

us place when the Anglo-Saxons settled in Britain. We then 

looked at a map of Europe to identify what was 

happening at the point the Roman Army left 

Britain in 410 CE. To give us a deeper 

understanding of who the Anglo-Saxons were, we 

began exploring the significant find of a ship 

burial at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk. We have begun to 

examine the artefacts found and have put forward some theories about who this 

ship may have belonged to and what that might tell us about the Anglo Saxons. 

Next lesson we will examine the artefacts in greater detail to refine our enquiry further. Here are 

some of our theories so far:  

 

“It must be a shipwreck from when they were coming over from Europe because it has all their 

treasure in it. Just like when the Romans came over.” 

 

“I think it’s a burial because the artefacts are all belongings of a person that they would be 

buried with and it’s not that close to the sea or river.” 

 

“It can’t be a burial because there’s no body, and I’ve heard of slaves and animals being buried 

so there would be loads of bones. I think it’s a stolen Viking ship that’s been hidden.”  

 

“Mrs Arnold said the soil was acidic, so there could have been a body, but it’s now gone.”  

 

“It must be an Anglo-Saxon ship because it’s in the south east of England and that’s where they 

settled whereas the Vikings settled mainly in the north.”  

 

“I think they were rich because of the treasure, and I think they could have been a warrior 

because of the helmet.” 
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Armistice Day 

 

On Thursday, we all met in the hall to observe the two minute silence at 11am. We watched small 

snippets of remembrance services around the United Kingdom and shared why it was imporatnt 

to remember everyone affected by conflict. Later in the afternoon, Reverend Johnsen joined us for 

a special assembly where he shared a poem and prayer with us. He talked to us about peace 

and hope for the future, as well as why poppies are a remembrance symbol. Class 3 were able 

to share all of their knowledge, buildong on the RE learning we completed earlier in the week.   
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