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VIPs:  Ashley and Thomas 
Learners of the Previous Week:  Eden, James and Elliott 
     
Housepoints: Skiddaw 352 Helvellyn 354  Blencathra 271 
 
 
Happy New Year! It has been lovely to hear about all the exciting things 
that everyone got up to over the holidays and we hope that everyone 
has had a restful Christmas break. 
 
In Key Stage 2 this term, our topic is Earthquakes, Zones and Volcanoes. 
We will be learning about the Earth and how mountains are formed, how 
volcanoes erupt and about the different climate zones around the world. 
The majority of our learning will focus on the Ring of Fire around the 
Pacific Ocean and how communities manage to live in such 
dangerous locations. In science, we will be investigating rocks, fossils and 
soils, and we will be learning about Hinduism and nature in RE.  
 
In our first science lesson of 2019, we started learning all about rocks. We did lots of first-
hand investigations, looking carefully at different types of rocks to make careful observational 
sketches. We identified the different properties of each rock, as well as the features that we 
could see or feel. Some rocks were very easy to identify (such as chalk, slate and marble), 
whereas others were a little more difficult! We are looking forward to our lesson next week, 

where we will be investigating what makes soil. A very big thank 
you to Karen Williams (Co-Chair of the Governing Body) who 
kindly identified each rock in our school collection.   
 
In our topic lessons, we used a short clip from the BBC's Planet 
Earth series to develop our awe and wonder of the world around 
us. We were really excited to see lava and extreme mountain 
ranges, and have started to learn about how the Earth is 
structured; writing short explanations and labelled diagrams. We 
were fascinated to learn about the temperatures at the centre of 
the Earth, as well as how deep the crust can be! 
 
In computing, we have all been learning the difference between 
the internet and the World Wide Web, using string to show the 

networks that make up the internet. Using a mind-mapping tool online, we created maps of our 
own networks of family and friends.  
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In Year 5 and 6, we have been learning about fractions and have all been very enthusiastic 
and determined to succeed. In Year 5 we have been exploring the link between division and 
fractions, as well as the link between mixed numbers and improper fractions, whereas in Year 
6 we have been simplifying fractions using pictorial representations to support our 
understanding. We were very disappointed when our maths lessons ended this week! 
 
Our new book in literacy this term is The Wolves of Willoughby Chase. In Year 5 and 6, we 
have started to read this challenging text- one member of our class asked why the language 
was so complicated, but definitely agreed that it would help make everyone's writing more 
sophisticated as we explored each new word and 
the meaning of each paragraph. We are looking 
forward to finding out what is so dangerous about 
the wolves, as we begin to learn how to write a 
gripping tale of fear... 
 
We have a number of new challenges in Class 2 
this term: the first being a weekly inter-house quiz 
league challenge, and the second being a 
spontaneous 10,000 steps a day challenge, as so 
many children now have step-measuring devices!  

 
What started off as a competition between some 
Year 6 children and Miss Hutton, has extended to 
a challenge involving Miss Maleney and the rest 
of the class, with representatives from each year 
group using pedometers that we had in our 
science resources! We are currently looking at 
purchasing a whole-class set if we can keep 
meeting our step challenge! Before registration on 
Thursday, we worked together to create a line 

graph so that we could chart our progress and 
apply our knowledge of statistics, place value 
and rounding over the coming weeks!  
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Early Years 
 
We have had a great first week back at school in 
Early Years! We had a brilliant time experimenting 
and exploring freezing and melting this week. We 
conducted scientific investigations to predict where 
ice was likely to melt and luckily it was rather 

chilly outside which made our investigation even 
more interesting! It was great fun holding the ice;  watching it melt in 
our hands and talking about the different processes involved and the 
changes which occur.  
 
We have also really enjoyed beginning to learn our new Talk for Writing 
story, “The Three Little Pigs”. Although most of us know this story we are 
looking forward to learning about it in more detail 
and are beginning to make changes and 
innovations to the story. As part of our story 
exploration we created some houses made from 
straw, sticks and bricks. We collected some sticks 

outside and used hay to stick onto houses: the finished houses looked 
great! We are enjoying learning the story so much that we are even 
acting it out in our child initiated play!  
 
In Early Years this week we also started to introduce some internet 
safety ideas and looked at different forms of technology, and their uses, 
as well as how we can keep ourselves safe online. We can’t wait to learn and explore more!  
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Week Beginning 14th January 2019 
 

 
VIPs:  Sam and Hollie 
Learners of the Previous Week:  Jasmine, Louisa and Hannah  
 
Housepoints: Skiddaw 378 Helvellyn 384  Blencathra 302 
 
In our Key Stage 2 maths outdoor challenge, we have been 
stretching our knowledge of equivalent fractions, simplifying 
fractions and finding fractions of different amounts. Some of us 
decided that we would use leaves to find halves and quarters; 
making sure that our groups had equal numbers of objects in them. 

In Year 5 and 6, we used sticks and 
stones to create a variety of fractions, 
then represented them in their simplest 
form. We are really stretching our 
collaboration 
learning 
skills in our 
outdoor 

learning - focussing on identifying what 
needs to be done and listening and 
responding to the other people in our 
group with relevant ideas and comments.  
 
In our Key Stage 1 maths outdoor challenge, we have been 
learning how to tell the time. We have used songs and 
rhymes to remind us which hand shows us the hour and 
which hand shows us the minutes, and we have even 
used ourselves as the hands on the clock! So far in our 

learning, we have focussed 
on o’clock and half past, 
with Year 2 children 
extending this to quarter 
past. We are learning about time for the next few weeks, so lots of 
practise at home would be good too! 
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In science, we have started our soil investigations; 
with everyone bringing in a jar of soil from home. 
First, we investigated what we could see, feel and 
smell, before comparing it to the soil brought in by 
other people. There were some clear similarities, but 
lots of differences too, with some soil being very 
sandy or full of vegetation. We also extended our 
vocabulary, by investigating what would happen if 
the soil was squeezed: some children made links to 
their learning last week and predicted that their soil had 
clay in it. After our initial investigations, we added water to 
our jars and gave them a very good shake! We then let them 

settle overnight and learned about all the different components of soil.   
 
In RE in Class 2 this week, we have been exploring the link between Hinduism 
and nature. We listened to a short story that introduced the Hindu belief that 
God can be seen in all living things, before watching a series of short clips 
from BBC Planet Earth to inspire our ideas. Throughout the clips, we made 
notes of the different climates and habitats around the world, before turning these into Haiku 
poems.  In Year 5 and 6, we experimented with our use of 
figurative language, and incorporated this into our poems- it 
was quite tricky to do this when we only had 5 or 7 
syllables!  

 
Since coming back after the 
holidays, we have been 
extremely busy and 
absorbed in our learning in 
Class 1. We have been 
learning how to be super persuaders, and have demonstrated 
that we can write persuasive adverts. Everyone in our class 
brought in a toy from home, and we had to persuade readers 
why our toy was the best. To make our writing effective we 
looked at using the four 
sentence types: statements, 
exclamations, commands and 
questions. Our writing also 
included lots of new and 
exciting adjectives to help 

make our adverts really stand out.  
 
Our maths skills have continued to develop this week too. In 
Year 1, we have been investigating properties of shapes, and have been categorising them 
depending on their different features. In Year 2, we have been continuing to look at the 
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relationship between multiplying and dividing. We have investigated how we can organise 
objects through grouping and sharing; making links between different equations.  
 
In Class 1, we have started our topic work on ‘Extreme Weather’. Over the Spring Term we will 
be learning about the weather around the world, comparing different countries and climates. We 
will also be investigating The British Isles, thinking about capital cities, countries and human 
and physical features. We have started our daily temperature log and will be recording the 
temperature each day until Easter. If any of the children have any interesting maps, globes or 
atlases they would like to bring in, then please do so.  
 
In Year 3 and 4, we have started some new projects. In 
Literacy, we have been reading ‘The Jabberwocky’, a poem 
by Lewis Carroll. We have looked at alternatives to nonsense 
words, features of good performances and practised our own 
skills in reading and reciting. We hope to perform our poem 
to the rest of the school at the end of the week.  
 

Maths in Year 3 and 4 has been 
focusing on multiplication and division. 
We are solving problems and making 
links between addition and subtraction 
and our times tables. In Year 4, we 
have been busy sharing and grouping 
to solve division problems. 
             

A huge Well Done to our KS1 and 
Year 3/4 gymnasts who took part in 
the Key Steps Gymnastics Festival at 
William Howard this week.  They all 
performed a set floor routine and vault 
sequence and achieved some 
impressive scores.  It was a brilliant 
opportunity to perform in front of 
judges in preparation for the Key Steps 

Competition in a few weeks.  
They all did us all proud and 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.   
A big Thank You to Michelle 
for teaching us the routines in 
gym club.   
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On Wednesday we welcomed a 
special visitor into school; starting 
the day with a whole school 
assembly led by Nat Pattinson from 
Cumbria Wheelchair Sports Club.  Nat told us all about his 
life and how a rare bone disorder, followed by a serious 
accident when he was young, resulted in him having to 

use a wheelchair for the rest of his life.  He talked to us about how it made him feel and how, 
at first, it made him feel like staying in his bedroom forever and just giving up on his life 
goals.  But with lots of encouragement from his mum and an opportunity to try wheelchair 
basketball he quickly developed a love for the sport and 
developed a positive, determined attitude.  Although still 
young he told us how he has already achieved his life goals 
and that we should never give up trying.  Nat now 
represents Great Britain and travels all over the world 
playing basketball, and his Under-23 team made history in 
2017 by becoming the first GB team to win medals in the 
World Championships (in the twenty year history of the 

competition) winning 
Gold and becoming 
World Champions!  Nat then showed us some tricks in the 
specially-adapted wheelchair- we couldn't believe it when 
he balanced on one wheel and then removed the other 
wheel from his chair!  
 
After the assembly we all got to try out the chairs and 
spent the morning playing wheelchair basketball in teams 
- it was brilliant fun (and hard work at the same time!) 

We all loved it so much that we asked Miss Maleney if he could come back again next year – 
we are pleased to say that it's all booked in the diary.  Early 
Years wanted to make him a card to say thank you for such a 

fun morning, which he 
loved.   
 
When reflecting on the 
morning, Ryan said “'it's 
shown me that 
anything is possible”. 
Lots of children made 
links to our BLP muscle 
'perseverance' and 
thought that Nat's experience really highlighted what 

can be achieved if you don't give up.  More photographs are on the news section of our 
website. 
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The children in Class 2 are enjoying the weekly Quiz League challenge and are beginning to 
devise strategies to improve their team's general knowledge.  Keep an eye on the leader board in 
the corridor to see which team will be crowned termly champions.  We have also been revising 
lots of German this week, developing our written German - putting together a “Guess Who? (Wer 
bin Ich?)” Challenge.  These will be on display in the coming weeks, 
too.  
  
In Early Years we have been given the challenge of restoring and 

redesigning the wildlife garden, and we are 
so excited to get stuck in and get creative! 
We have looked at lots of different designs 
and ideas and have created our own plans 
and visions for the space. This week, we 
started on clearing the wildlife garden and 
creating a compost heap. We will keep you 
updated with our progress as we go!  
 
We have been applying our phonic knowledge to 
write letters. We decided on what we were going 
to say and then segmented the sounds in each 
word, thinking carefully about our cursive letter 

formation. We are doing a brilliant job in Reception at forming our 
different letters and are even beginning to explore joining our letters! 
 
In maths in Reception, we have been developing our number knowledge 
up to 15 and have been investigating place value when considering teen 

numbers. In Nursery, we have been developing our number knowledge through 
singing songs and rhymes.  
 
We also had a fantastic time doing wheelchair basketball and experimenting 
with different movements! It was so much fun!  
 
 
 


