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th

 January 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Max, Theo and Hollie  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  104    Blencathra  84 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have been focusing 

on the letters j, v, w and x. Alongside learning these new letters and 

sounds, we have also been developing our knowledge of upper- and 

lower- case letters. We enjoyed playing a matching jigsaw game, using 

our noticing skills to carefully match the lower- and upper-case letters 

together. We also practised our alphabet and are becoming more 

confident in using letter names alongside the sounds. In Nursery in 

phonics, we have been exploring rhyme and rhyming activities and 

have enjoyed making silly soup and playing rhyming games. 

 

In maths in Reception and Nursery we have been focussing on the numbers 4 and 5 this week. 

We have been exploring some of the different representations for 4 and 5, including numerals, 

subitising cards and Numicon pieces. We have been also been exploring how different numbers 

can be represented using objects, thinking carefully about the placement 

of objects and the patterns they create. We also completed sorting 

activities, grouping animals with 2 and 4 legs together and comparing 

which group had more or less than a given number. In Reception, we 

also conducted a number hunt around the classroom and then ordered 

the number cards from smallest to largest.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning this week, we continued to develop our 

knowledge of the story Owl Babies. We created out own actions to help 

us to remember the different aspects of the story and enjoyed acting it 

out together.  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week, we began learning 

about different places of worship. This week we focused on churches, 

learning about some of the key features of a church, including stained glass 

windows and the altar, and why churches are so sacred within the Christian 

faith. We made links to our previous learning, noticing the cross symbol and 

discussing how this symbol represents Christianity. It was great to hear lots 

of people sharing their own experiences of visiting a church, including 
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attending Christenings, Weddings and the Harvest Festival. In Year 1, we then drew pictures and 

formed sentences about Churches and in Nursery and Reception we built Churches using 

resources from around the classroom.  

 

In PE and physical development, we have really enjoyed our new focus, gymnastics! This week 

we have been creating different letters and shapes using our bodies and have also started to 

learn new balances. We even created the word HALLBANKGATE collaboratively using our bodies! 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of seasonal changes, in particular 

focusing on the season of winter. We enjoyed 

completing a signs of winter scavenger hunt, 

discovering bare deciduous trees, leaf skeletons 

and lichen on branches. In Nursery and 

Reception, we then created some snowflakes which was great fun but 

also brilliant fine motor practise. In Year 1, we drew winter pictures and 

formed sentences about some of the signs of winter you might notice.   

 

In our history and understanding the world learning, we have continued 

to learn about the explorer Christopher Columbus. This week we 

watched a video about Christopher Columbus and 

also looked at a range of different non-fiction books 

to learn more about Christopher Columbus and how 

he is remembered in history. We then used our 

questioning skills to generated different questions 

which we want to discover about Christopher Columbus.  

 

This week we also completed our final week of our Kidsafe learning. We 

enjoyed all of our learning with Kidsafe (KS) the monkey and have learnt 

about lots of different ways to keep ourselves safe. Our key learning 

involved the 3 key things to do if we have yucky feelings (scared, worried or sad) to say no, 

walk away and always tell a trusted adult. We even received a certificate to celebrate completing 

our Kidsafe learning!    
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our maths learning this week in 

Year 2, we have been learning about 

repeating patterns with 3D shapes.  

In Year 1, we have been learning 

about numbers to 10 and 20 and in 

Year 3, we have been dividing and 

multiplying by 3.  

 

In PE this week we have started our gymnastics learning. We have been 

stretching our collaboration learning muscle by working together to make 

different shapes with our bodies, as well as making every letter of the 

alphabet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In RE this week, we have been thinking about inspirational people by reflecting on people who 

inspire us and how we might inspire people around us. 

 

In science this week, we have been investigating how far an object 

can move on different surfaces. We discovered that the vehicles 

could move furthest on the smoothest surface and we discussed that 

this was because of a smaller amount of friction between the 

surface and wheels. 

 

In literacy this week we have been creating actions 

for our new class story, Dogger, too.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 2! 

During our phonics learning, we have been 

looking at the sound family ‘ch/tch’ and ‘j/dge.’ 

We noticed that some of the sounds had silent 

letters in them and that we did not have to 

pronounce these when we were reading them out. 

As a group, we had to listen like ‘Leon the 

Listening Lion’ to Miss Johnstone read out each 

word and then decide which column it belonged 

to. We really persevered and if we did not know 

which column to put the word into we tried each one and then we could see which one looked 

correct. After that, we had a go at writing some sentences including some of the new words we 

had learnt and we focused on ensuring our sentences had capital letters, full stops and 

conjunctions in them.  

 

This week in history, we have started our new topic learning all about ‘The Great Fire of London’ 

and we studied how the fire started, where it spread to and discussed why the fire started and 

spread so quickly. As a class, we looked at a map of London 

and used our memory and noticing skills to mark on the map 

where the fire spread to from Sunday through to Wednesday. We 

are really proud of our maps and think they are really clear to 

see exactly where the fire spread to on each day.  

 

During our geography learning this week, we have been 

studying old maps 

of Hallbankgate 

from 1946 and comparing them to new maps from 

today. While we were looking at the different maps, 

we also 

had a 

look at 

where 

London 

was on 

Google 

maps 

which was linking to our history learning. We 

discussed the differences between the old and new 

maps. Linking to our learning from last week we 

could locate different villages, towns and cities on 
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the maps and could recall the differences between a village, town and a city. Next week we will 

start to look at the village of Hallbankgate in more detail and compare this to the city of Carlisle.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

What a lot of learning this week in 

Class 3! In our literacy learning 

this week, we have been 

combining the skills we use in our 

daily VIPERS reading questions 

with our exploration of author 

techniques and grammatical 

features. At the beginning of the 

week, we wrote our Cold Write stories - this time based on a tale of fear 

- before exploring features included in our 

new whole-class text, Mortal Engines. Using a dictionary and a 

thesaurus, we explored and defined the ambitious vocabulary used 

throughout this story, before applying our knowledge of synonyms to 

expand our own bank of vocabulary. 

We developed this over the course of 

the week, before extending our 

learning by choosing antonyms that changed the mood or the 

meaning of the extracts that we used.  

 

 We are really enjoying getting to grips with this new class text. 

As part of our VIPERS learning this week, we used extracts from Journey to the River Sea to 

explore how both authors use description to portray the antagonist 

in the story.  

 In maths in Year 4 this week, we have been developing our skills 

in multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100. We’ve used lots of 

different resources, models 

and tools to help us with this 

and we are able to successfully apply our place value 

learning to prove that we know what is happening to the 

number when it is being multiplied or divided, rather than 

just following the process. In Year 5, we have been adding 

and subtracting mixed numbers and fractions (making links 
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to equivalent fractions, too), whereas, in Year 6, we have been learning how to multiply 

fractions by integers and another fraction, as well as divide fractions by integers. We have been 

enjoying stretching our maths learning in this way and enjoyed making links to our knowledge 

of multiples and factors.  

 

 In PE, we have started our 

brand new gymnastics unit! 

Ric was extremely impressed 

that we were able to recall and 

perform many of the actions, 

moves and holds in our lessons 

this week, as well as remember what they were called. We are 

looking forward to exploring how we travel and putting 

together our Key Steps routines in the next few weeks. 

 

In RE this week, we have been exploring the value of ‘truthfulness’. Using the fable ‘The boy who 

cried wolf’ and the Christian and Jewish tale of ‘Daniel and the lion’s den’ we discussed the 

impact of each character’s actions and the morals from each of these tales. To further develop 

our learning, we used a quote from the Bible and the Torah scrolls to make 

an explicit link between religious texts and their teachings. We really 

stretched our reasoning muscle in this lesson- we came up with many 

valid justifications about the characters, 

their actions and the impact on those 

around them. 

In music, we have recapped our 

knowledge of music theory before using 

this to create and play 4-bar 

compositions on the djembes!  

We were all very excited to start our brand new Design and Technology unit - Roman Recipes! 

This week, we applied our history and geography skills to determine what types of foods might 

have been eaten by the Romans on Hadrian’s Wall. Using artefacts, maps, our knowledge of 

climate zones and archaeological finds, we successfully worked out the types of foods that may 

have been eaten, before using these sources of evidence to hypothesise what Roman meal-times 

might have been like. We are very excited to find out what it is that we will be cooking! 
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Finally, in French this week, we have been learning the 

names of different types of foods! We were able to make 

links to our other French vocabulary to work out what the 

foods were and we even asked for our ham and cheese 

sandwiches in French at lunchtime!  

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

Another busy week! In our science lesson this week, we kicked off 

our learning about the human circulatory system by exploring 

blood and all its components and functions. We looked at electron 

microscope images of our blood and identified the different cells 

before learning all about what each one does. We even linked to 

our maths learning by making a bar model to show the percentage 

of each component. Once we’d learned what blood is made of and 

what purpose it serves in the body, we then learned about how it travels around. We identified 

three types of blood vessel and learned about the function of each. It was a fascinating 

afternoon with lots of new knowledge, we’re looking forward to our next lesson all about the 

heart.  

 

On Thursday we were 

introduced to our new art 

topic on myths and legends 

with a focus on the artist 

Peter Paul Rubens, who 

created many paintings 

depicting Roman legends. We 

had a tour through history 

and how artists have used 

myths and legends as 

inspiration for their art for centuries. Focussing in on Peter Paul Rubens, we looked at his 

influences and tried to spot features from others’ artwork in his own paintings. Finally, in our 

sketchbook we explored three of Peter Paul Rubens’ most famous paintings. Annotating with our 

observations and picking out features that we like and/or find interesting to sketch ourselves.  
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Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) 

In our OPAL assembly this week, we have told our teachers what we would like to have in the 

role-play area, next, as well working out how we can use the different spaces in our 

playground. We’ve also been enjoying lots of water play, making a bus and going on lots of 

adventures and making and completing obstacle courses! 
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Christmas Raffle Winners 2022 

Draw 
Order 

Donator Winner 

1 Duke of Cumberland, Castle Carrock 
£90 Voucher for one night’s stay in the loft suite  

Zach C 

2 Farlam Hall Hotel, Hallbankgate 
3- course dinner for 2 in the Cedar Tree restaurant  

Becky Dent 

3 Arco 
Berghaus Jacket 

George M 

4 Bite Café & Tearooms, Brampton 
Afternoon Tea for Two 

Emily & Grace 

5 House of Meg, Gilsland 
Afternoon Tea for Two 

Fern W-B 

6 Carlisle United Community Sports Trust 
Football signed by the First Team 

Rosie Benson 

7 Talkin Adventures 
Activity Pass 

Mrs Beesley 

8 Stagecoach Performing Arts, Carlisle 
Two-week voucher 

Rory P 

9 Belted Will Inn, Hallbankgate 
£20 voucher  

Amber W 

10 Brampton Farm Shop 
Fruit basket 

Alyson Forster 

11 Kirby Surveying 
Christmas Cake 

Sam Davidson 

12 Tarn Road Nursery (White Rabbit Tearoom) 
£15 voucher 

Amber W 

13 Lanercost Tea Rooms 
£10 voucher 

Amber K 

14 Railhead Garage, Brampton 
Bottle of Prosecco 

Miss Hutton 

15 Twice Brewed Brewery 
Gift pack of beer 

Hannah S 
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16 Vintage North, Brampton 
Chicken Ornament / Wax Melts Gift Set 

Freddy J 

17 Half Moon Whole Foods, Brampton  
Box of Brampton Truffles 

Beau T 

18 Vintage North, Brampton 
£25 voucher 

Joy Oliver 

19 ABW Hardware, Brampton 
Wonderwick reed diffuser 

Sam & Alex 

20 Ferguson’s Garage, Hallbankgate 
Chocs & Wine 

Andrew 
Harrison 

21 Hallbankgate Hub 
Bottle of Special Reserve Port 

Dave Kirby 

 

Huge thanks again to all of the companies who so 
kindly donated to our Christmas Raffle.   

What a fantastic selection of prizes! 
 


