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Learners of the Previous Week: Erin, 
Zach and April 
 
Last Friday afternoon, Year 6 were very creative during 
their lunchtime break; making Maximus, a new stick-person 
for Class 2. Maximus joined class 2 for the first part of 
the afternoon until disaster struck- he had been captured 
and a mysterious note was left! With little time left after 
our fitness class in the hall, the mystery had to wait until 
this week to be solved. Upon entering the classroom, a 
strange envelope had been left with 7 mathematical codes 
to be broken- all leading Class 2 towards a set of clues 
about the culprit. The clues included working out the age 
of the culprit (as their age is a prime number), working out 
a timeline of events and considering a range of clues; 
stretching our logic and problem solving skills. The final step was to take finger 

prints from the actual note that had 
been left. The mystery is still 
unsolved… the main suspects are Mrs 
Arnold and Miss Hutton!  
 
In Class 2 we have been further 
stretching our collaborating learning 
muscles this week, working together 
to complete another mathematical 
challenge. In year groups, we worked 
together to plan and design a theme 
park: working out whether we made a profit or a loss, 
calculating daily running costs, working out the area and 
perimeter of each 
type of ride/toilet/ 
café/path and 
reasoning and making 
conjectures about 
the costs and sales 
for a month or year.  
 
Year 5 visited the 
Hub on Wednesday 

this week. We heard about life during World War 2 from Mr 
Beesley and we made banana muffins. They were delicious! 
 
 



 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

Class 2 have been linking their World War 2 knowledge of the 
Dig for Victory campaign to our vegetable garden here in school. 
On Thursday we harvested the first lot of potatoes and we 
cooked and ate them on Friday morning. They were delicious!  
 
 

 
This week in Class 1, we've been thinking 
a lot about the World Cup! We've done 
lots of geography work linked to teams in 
the World Cup. We had a tough 
assignment finding all of the names of 
the countries and linking them to the 
flags. We used the ipads, laptops and 
atlases to help us. We also discovered 
the names of the capital cities of each 
of the countries. In a spare five minutes 
we also designed new football kits for 
the England team to wear as the old ones 
are a bit boring! Mr Coleclough tweeted them to the team but we haven't received anything back - they 
must be busy or something?!  
 
Finally on Wednesday we were thinking all about our bodies and the purpose of our skeletons; to 
protect, support and move. We did a skeleton jigsaw in our books. As we 
were thinking about what our skeleton protected, we decided we'd think a 
little more about the brain - so we made brain hats. Which tell us a little bit 
about what each part of the brain does.  Perhaps you could do a little more 
research at home into the different jobs of the brain? 

 
We had a very important trip to the Hub this week 
in Early Years to buy some food ready to prepare a 
picnic! We created shopping lists and went to buy our 
food. We decided we were going to make some sandwiches 
and also prepare some fruit and have a little treat too! In 
the shop we found all of the different items from our 
shopping list, ticking them all off as we went along. We 
then gathered the money we needed and paid for our 
items. Back at school we prepared our picnic; chopping, 
peeling and preparing the different types of snacks. It 
was great trying out different ways to prepare food and 

was really good fun!  Finally it was time to eat and we gobbled up our delicious 
picnic!! We had a wonderful time planning and preparing our picnic and it was really 
exciting visiting the shop.  
 
We have also enjoyed doing some observational drawings in Early Years this week and have been using 
our noticing skills to look carefully at the different details we could see. We went out into our outdoor 
environment and looked closely at the different trees, focusing in on the leaves and branches. We then 
used charcoal and watercolours to create our trees. They look fantastic!  


