
 

Week beginning 9th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Alex B, Willow and Year 6!  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 166   Helvellyn 142   Blencathra 148 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we have 

been learning all about animal life cycles and we focused on the life 

cycles of a frog and butterfly. We began by looking at each of the stages 

of the life cycle, talking about what we noticed 

and which changes were taking place. We then 

decided to see if we could explore a life cycle in 

action within our school pond. We discovered 

frogspawn, tadpoles, a frog and a newt when 

pond dipping! It was fascinating to compare the different stages of the 

life cycle of a frog through observing the real animals. We then applied 

our understanding of life cycles by creating our own life cycle diagrams 

linked to either a frog or butterfly. We considered the different steps in the 

life cycle, drawing diagrams and adding labels. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world 

learning, we focused on the celebration of 

Wesak in Buddhism which is taking place next week. We looked at 

images of the celebrations and learnt about some of the different 

traditions and why the festival is celebrated. It was great to make 

links to our learning about Christian and Islamic festivals too. 

 

In our PE and physical development learning, 

we have continued to develop our cricket skills. 

We have been refining our skills of throwing 

and catching and have also been practising 

hitting a bouncing ball with our cricket bats. It 

has been tricky but we persevered! 

 

In our design and technology learning this week, we began to form our 

bunting based on the designs we created. We had to use our noticing and 

imitating skills to carefully select the fabrics we would need and also had 
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to consider the shapes we needed to cut. We are looking forward to 

continuing to develop our bunting alongside our sewing skills over the 

next few weeks. 

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, we have been focusing on measuring 

mass. We explored the key mathematical vocabulary linked to the 

measurement of mass and began solving 

problems using this understanding. We 

have also been investigating odd and 

even numbers in our maths learning, 

focusing on the composition of different 

numbers when breaking them into parts. In maths in Reception, 

we have been focusing on forming number bonds to 10. We 

investigated number bonds using the Numicon to secure our 

knowledge. We have also been learning about 3D shapes in our 

maths this week, focusing on the edges, 

vertices and faces linked to each of the 

shapes. In maths in Nursery, we have 

been learning all about 2 shapes. We 

went on a shape hunt outside and spotted circles, triangles, squares and 

rectangles. We also printed with shapes and created shape pictures, 

describing the shapes we had used. 

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been learning different alternative sounds 

and have been applying our understanding when reading and writing. 

In Reception, we have been beginning to 

focus on CVCC words such as hand or 

sink. We used our listening skills to carefully break down each of 

the sounds in the words for both reading and writing. In Nursery 

in phonics, we have been exploring syllables and playing memory 

games and matching sounds together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have 

been working on arithmetic practice.  We 

have been thinking hard about the 

calculations and methods to solve them.  We 

really had to stretch our persevering muscles, particularly when the calculation was challenging.  

We are all enjoying this and have enjoyed completing some practise at home too- it should be 

returned to school on Monday if it hasn’t been returned already, please.   

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing with our class story The Hodgeheg.  

We have been stretching our imagining and noticing muscles as we have been developing setting 

descriptions. 

 

In PE this week, we have been using our 

cricket skills and knowledge to play Kwik 

Cricket.  Ric was incredibly impressed with 

every aspect of our cricket skills. 

 

In RE this week, we learned about Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in Cana in Galilee, where 

he turned water into wine.  We stretched our listening and questioning muscles as we reflected 

on what the story teaches, why Jesus chose the wedding to perform his first miracle, what is a 

miracle and why Christians believe in miracles? 

 

In French this week, we stretched our imitating muscles as we learned how 

to ask someone if they were ok and then reply. We also learned how to 

ask someone what their 

name is and how to 

reply.  We enjoyed 

practicing this in pairs 

initially and then as a 

class.  

 

In our science learning this week, we have been learning about pollination: we learned that there 

are different ways that seeds are dispersed and we stretched our collaboration muscles, working 

with a partner to research different 

plants and how their seeds are 

dispersed. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week, we have been studying Florence Nightingale in our 

history lesson. We learnt all about her life and why she is a 

significant person. We used our noticing skills when looking at 

her book, ‘notes on nursing’ to see if we could spot any good 

advice that she was giving nurses about caring for the sick 

and injured. After learning all about Florence, we had to 

study pictures of a hospital from the 19
th

 Century and a 

modern hospital and compare them with each other. As a class, we noticed that the conditions in 

which the injured soldiers were kept in was shocking all those years ago and we discovered 

how Florence made a real difference to the profession of 

nursing.  

    

During our geography lesson this week, we have been 

learning the 5 main oceans of the world and recapping the 

7 continents. We used our class globe to find the oceans 

and we discussed how 

the Earth is not flat like 

it appears on our 

worksheet. Using our 

noticing skills, we had 

to plot the oceans onto our own maps in the correct place. We 

discussed the difference between a sea and an ocean and 

what saline water is. 

     

This week, we had the 

pleasure of Peter coming to read us a story on our visit to 

the library in the hub. He 

discussed with us the 

difference between a myth 

and a legend and shared 

a myth with us as we 

carefully listened to the 

story. We really enjoyed 

having another adult read 

a story to us and we 

loved the story. While we were at the library, we scanned 

our books in to return them and we spent some time 

choosing a new book to borrow.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In literacy this week, we have been stretching our distilling learning 

muscle to pull out the main facts from our history learning (World War 2) 

and from our class text (Letters from the Lighthouse). Pulling all of these 

facts and pieces of information together, we have worked carefully to 

write exciting newspaper articles that include 

information on the Blitz and personal eyewitness 

accounts from evacuees. We are really proud of 

them and hope to publish them in a class book, soon. 

 

In maths this week, we have moved on to our new geometry unit. This 

week, we have all really enjoyed learning more about angles, with so 

many of us remembering the properties of acute, right, obtuse and reflex 

angles, having learnt about them in our outdoor maths lessons. We have 

recapped the properties of each type of angle, before making links to our 

fractions knowledge by identifying missing angles on a straight line or around a point. We are 

all really enjoying our maths learning and it is great to see just how many of us are able to 

recall the key vocabulary that we have been practising!  

 

 

In Class 3 this week, we have been working hard to extend and develop our knowledge of 

different religions in RE. Building on our visit to Farlam Church, this week we explored the 5 

Pillars of Islam and what this means for Muslims around the world. We made links between 

what we know about Christianity and the 5 Pillars of Islam, finding and drawing comparisons 

between these two religions. This lesson - and our lesson next week - 

will helps us to prepare for our visit to Newcastle Central Mosque 

later this term, as well as our visit to Newcastle Sikh Gurdwara. We 

are very excited to visit these places of worship, so that we can 

stretch our empathy learning muscles and understand different beliefs, 

values and cultures in the world around us. 

 

In our computing learning this week, we have been stretching our making 

links learning muscle by using our understanding of position and direction 

to help us when programming. Building on our learning from last year, 

this week, we recapped the code we 

needed to use to draw shapes, 

including making links to degrees of 

turn. We stretched our imagination 

learning muscle to be curious and play 
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with ideas, before testing them out and debugging our code. We are looking forward to coding 

and programming more, next week.  

 

In our music learning this week, we have been using the djembes 

to practise applying our understanding of musical notation. Using 

bars to help us, we used crotches, minims, semi-quavers and 

whole notes to compose our own pieces, before performing to 

others. We also learnt a number of rhythms that we played 

together in groups, adding each part in layers- we had to listen 

very carefully to stay in time!  

 

 

 

 

At the end of this half term, we will be taking part in an event that is focused on developing 

awareness and understanding of the impact that humans have on the planet and all those who 

inhabit it. In preparation for this event, we began learning a new song- it is sounding great and 

really raises awareness how plastics and pollution impact the natural world. 
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Class 3 (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We have been getting ready for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this 

week. We have learned about Queen Elizabeth’s life and used our 

own thoughts and feelings to create two poems celebrating her 

record-breaking reign. First, we created abecedarius poems 

where we had to come up with ideas starting with every letter in 

the alphabet in order. This was an interesting challenge and 

stretched us to play with words and ideas to make them fit 

within the form. Next, we explored the poetry form of a ballad. 

We read The Owl and the Pussycat to identify the rules and 

learned that ballads have four-line stanzas with a rhyming 

pattern. We also noticed that 

most ballads tell a story. With 

this in mind, we set about 

using what we know about the Queen and her life to create 

celebratory ballads. We 

really enjoyed this and 

although it was 

sometimes tricky to find a 

rhyming word, we all 

produced unique and 

joyful ballads.  

 

Following on from our 

poetry, we spent Wednesday afternoon exploring painted 

portraits and photographs of the Queen throughout her 

lifetime. Using the National Portrait Gallery’s online resources, we all 

chose our favourite portrait of her from any period of her life. Some of 

us chose her early years while many chose the Queen we’d recognise 

today. We then carefully sketched our portraits before adding 

watercolour washes to provide 

our background colours. Some 

of us chose to use black and 

white photographs and very 

skilfully, painted just using 

greyscale colours. After our 

washes had dried, we then 

explored using oil pastels to 

create depth and texture in our portraits. We carefully 

looked for the dark and light shades and worked to blend 

the pastel colours to bring our portraits to life. We’re hopeful that both our poems and portraits 
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will be used as part of Hallbankgate Village’s Jubilee celebrations over the bank holiday 

weekend.  

 

In history this week, we brought together all our learning so far about a 

child’s experience of the start of the Second World War to write two 

diary entries. We talked about all the sources of information we had 

explored so far and used archive recordings of news reports from the 

time. We could choose which other sources we could use to make our 

accounts as accurate as possible. In our first diary account, we used 

all our knowledge so far to write from the perspective of a child from 

Hallbankgate, and how life would have been affected by the start of 

the war and the arrival of evacuees. We could use extracts from the 

school logbooks as well as recordings from host families to make our 

writing believable. Next, we wrote from the perspective of a child from 

Newcastle and how it would have felt to be evacuated to Hallbankgate. Again, we had 

recordings and the school logbooks to draw from, as well as the instruction leaflets sent to all 

families and posters and other images from the 

time. As well as getting key facts into our diaries, 

we had to stretch our empathy muscles to imagine 

what it would have felt like for these children at 

that time and include those in our accounts as well. 

To really understand how it might have felt at that 

time, especially in a larger city, we practised an air 

raid drill complete with warning and all clear 

sirens.        

 

 

Home-learning projects 

 

Remember, home learning projects are due in school on Wednesday 25
th

 May! You can find a 

reminder here: https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/letters/290422_Home_learning_projects.pdf   

  

https://hallbankgate.org.uk/docs/letters/290422_Home_learning_projects.pdf
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Year 6 SATs  

 

A HUGE congratulations to Year 6 who worked incredibly hard on their SATs tests this week. We 

are so proud of how resilient, hardworking and mature they have all been this week and we are 

proud of everyone for trying their very best. To celebrate this amazing attitude to learning, we 

enjoyed a little treat on Friday afternoon!  
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