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th

 May 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Isabella, Jenson and Year 6 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  178    Helvellyn  171   Blencathra  160 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Nursery this week we have been 

focusing on recognising 2D shapes and using 

the shape names with confidence. We matched 

2D shapes together, identifying their properties and some of the similarities and 

differences between them. We also enjoyed creating pictures using the shapes; 

making rockets, houses, dogs and robots. We had to use our imitating skills to 

carefully consider which shapes would be best for different parts of the picture. 

In maths in Reception, we have been developing our 

understanding of teen numbers. We used Numicon to 

explore tens and ones and discussed the pattern between 

single digit numbers and teen numbers. We had fun 

matching Numicon pieces in a skyline outline and it was 

tricky ensuring we had selected the correct piece but we persevered. We even 

made some brilliant links to our learning about odd 

and even numbers. 

 

In phonics in Reception this week, we 

have been focusing on the sounds ai, 

ee, Igbo and oa. We have been reading 

with speed and have also had fun 

writing tricky words outside using chalk 

and have been matching CVC words 

and pictures together. In Nursery, we have been making patterns in 

lentils and exploring 

initial sounds in words 

using different listening 

activities. We also 

enjoyed exploring sounds 

outside using beaters and 

matching noises together. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, 

Reception and Year 1) 

 

In RE and understanding 

the world this week, we 

continued our learning 

about the sacred book in 

Buddhism, the Tripitaka. We focused on two different stories within 

Buddhism, the story of Siddhartha and the Swan and the Monkey King. 

We discussed the moral in each of the stories and made some brilliant 

links between how the monkey king in the story looked after all of the other monkeys above 

himself and how King Charles pledged in his coronation to serve people. We also discussed the 

importance of kindness and respect not only towards 

other people but also towards animals. 

 

In science and understanding the world this week, we 

learnt about life cycles, specifically focusing on the 

life cycles of frogs and butterflies. We learnt about 

some of the changes that occur throughout life cycles 

and used our noticing skills to order pictures linked to 

the life cycles to then describe what happens at each stage. In Reception and Year 1 we then 

created our own life cycle diagrams, choosing to focus on either a butterfly or a frog. In Nursery 

we enjoyed creating symmetrical butterfly pictures 

using paint. We also created some fantastic links 

to our learning about plants and plant life cycles. 

 

In our history and understanding the world 

learning, we continued to develop our knowledge 

about Grace Darling this week. We recalled why 

Grace Darling is remembered in history, 

discussing her bravery in saving the lives of 

others. We 

then enjoyed 

acting out the story of Grace Darling’s heroism outside. We 

decided the gazebo was going to be the lighthouse and then 

had fun rescuing people in our rowing boats. We even used 

our voices and bodies to imitate a storm and then heard 

thunder rumbling which we thought was very good timing!  
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In our design technology and expressive arts and design 

learning we continued to add details to our puppets. They 

are already looking fantastic and are all truly unique!  

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

In geography we have been learning the difference between a 

continent and a country. We have started to capitalise on our 

learning and create a non-chronological report about the 

Earth. Some of the information we are including in our 

reports include; the different layers of the Earth, the main 

oceans and continents. We have been resourceful with this 

piece of work because we have used previous learning and 

research to help us plan our non-chronological reports. 

    

During our history learning this week, we have started to 

learn all about Dr Martin Luther King Jr. We watched a short 

video clip all about who he was and why he was a 

significant person. We had a lengthy discussion about how 

he had a great impact on society and what happened as a 

result of his hard work. The video 

clip we watched about his speech 

was really powerful and emotive. We discussed how he used his 

personal circumstances and his 4 children to explain how he had a 

dream that they would not be judged by 

the colour of their skin.  
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This week, we have been continuing 

with our DT sewing project creating 

some bunting with a message to the 

future generations; ‘try your hardest’. 

We carefully made the felt letters using 

the stencils to draw around. After 

that, we cut out triangular pieces of 

material for the bunting. It was tricky 

to thread the needles but we all 

persevered and we go there in the end. 

With the help of Mr Mitchinson, we 

have made fantastic progress with our 

sewing and we are really proud of our 

work so far.  

    

In our literacy this week we have been 

sequencing the pictures from our class 

text; ‘Cat Tales - Ice Cat by Linda 

Newberry.’ We worked in pairs to 

discuss the order of events from the 

story before we laid them on the table in the correct sequence.  

 

  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

What a busy week we have had in Class 3 this week- 

particularly children in Year 6! 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have continued to learn about geometry (particularly 

symmetry and co-ordinates) before moving on to our new units. In Year 6, we have been 

stretching our knowledge of statistics to read, interpret and draw line graphs, bar charts and pie 

charts, as well as making links to our science lessons by learning how to calculate the mean of 

a set of data. In Year 5, we have been solving reasoning and problem solving questions linked to 

position and direction (including co-ordinates, symmetry, translation and reflection) as well as 

moving on to learning about decimal numbers in more detail. In Year 4, we too have started 

building on our decimals learning. This week, we have explored hundredths and used our 
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addition and subtraction skills to show how we can partition these decimal numbers in a range 

of ways.  

In our literacy learning this week, we have been 

focusing on spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Over the course of the week, we have been 

adding punctuation to a range of sentences, 

recapping and consolidating what we know 

about spelling rules and patterns and identifying 

a range of grammatical features that we can use 

in our writing. We have also enjoyed listening to 

more of our class text, Street Child, and have 

enjoyed making links between how the author 

describes the Victorian workhouses and our 

history learning.  

 

For the final part of the afternoon on Friday (and after an incredibly busy week!), we went 

outside to take part in some gardening. We each decided what we would take responsibility for: 

from tidying the greenhouse to weeding the beds or planting up strawberry runners and raking 

the gravel. We are almost ready to begin planting and can’t wait to sow lots of seeds in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Finally, in preparation for a special group of 

visitors next week, we have been learning about refugees and why it is sometimes not safe for 

people to stay in their home country. We read stories about child refuges and stretched our 

empathy learning muscle to try and imagine what life must be like for people in this position. We 

are incredibly proud of how grown up and mature everyone was and for the thoughtful and 

kind comments that were made.  
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Year 6- SATS 

A huge congratulations to all of our Year 6 children for their hard work and 

dedication in their learning this week! We are so incredibly proud of each 

and every one of you! Have a well-earned rest this weekend and we hope 

that you enjoyed your tea party this afternoon! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we continued our history learning about 

the Victorian era. In our previous lesson we looked at paintings as 

sources of evidence about the past and discuss their reliability. We 

decided that paintings could be reliable sources of information, 

however they may also be unreliable due to misremembering, only 

painting certain things or artistic impressions not being true to life. 

This week we discussed this further by thinking about how 

perceptions of the past and accounts from the past may differ and 

why this might be the case. To investigate 

this further we looked at a range of sources 

detailing daily life for Victorians living in 

poverty who had been set to the workhouse. 

We had to stretch our reading skills as well 

as our historical thinking to pick out evidence 

that suggested workhouses were good places 

that were beneficial to the poor as well as 

evidence that suggested they were harsh and 

negative places for people to live. Delving into 

documents from the time, timetables, 

punishment charts, floor plans and food plans we looked at how life 

in the workhouse affected people’s health and wellbeing, education, 

behaviour, diet and family life – all the time thinking about the 

points of view of a supporter and a critic. This all culminated in us using our discussion skills 

to debate the topic – having a go at arguing from both sides.  

 

In art on Thursday, we learned some more about the life and work of the artist LS Lowry. We 

found out that he was looked down on by artists and critics early in his career and was even 

rejected from art college. Next, we started looking closely at how 

Lowry drew and painted figures in many of 

his paintings – something his has becoming 

known for. We imitated his shapes and 

thought carefully about a figure’s body 

language and how Lowry could show how a 

character was feeling and what they were 

doing with just a few strokes of a paint 

brush. We practised this by drawing figures 

with as few strokes as possible. Once we 

were comfortable with drawing our figures in 
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pencil, we moved on to using charcoal and oil pastels. Using charcoal and pastel allowed us to 

play with the thickness of our line, just as we could see Lowry had done in his paintings. We 

also looked at how the figures in Lowry’s paintings were interacting and had a go at drawing 

groups of figures, exploring body language and emotions with how we drew them.  

 

Poetry by Heart Update 

 

Sadly, nobody from Hallbankgate was selected this year to join the national final in London, 

however everyone who has taken part, learned a poem and performed in assembly should be 

really proud of the performances you gave. Last year we received some brilliant feedback and 

certificates in the post, so I’m hoping we’ll receive those 

this year as well. We’ll have to get our thinking caps 

on and get reading some more poems for the 

competition next year!  

 

 

 

Outdoor Play and Learning 

We’ve had another brilliant time at breaktimes this week! 
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Coronation Coffee Afternoon 

A quick update from the PFA on our school fundraising - we raised £102.00 at our Coronation 

Coffee Afternoon last week, so thank you so much everyone to who came along.     

 

 

 


