
 

Week beginning 9
th

 November 2020 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Lewis, Ruby, Alexa 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  75     Helvellyn  82   Blencathra  75  

 

 

Class 1 News: 

 

We had a brilliant challenge as part of our 

maths learning, this week; completing an 

outdoor challenge linked to 2D shapes! First, we 

recapped our knowledge of different 2D shapes 

and identified the number of sides and corners 

that each shape had, before making these 

shapes out of sticks. We initially made circles, 

triangles, squares, rectangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons and hexagons and after identifying 

each shape and their properties, we posed the question, ‘Can shapes have more than 6 edges 

and what are they called?’ This was a brilliant question as it was totally child-initiated! We 

then went on to learn about heptagons, octagons, nonagons and decagons. During our 

research, we also learnt that there are different types of quadrilaterals such as the rhombus, 

parallelogram and kites. It was a fantastic ‘in the moment’ exploration! After conducting our 

research, we went outside to collect sticks to create our 2D shape stick pictures. It was great 

fun!  

 

In Class 1, we have continued to develop our 

knowledge of teeth and oral hygiene this week. 

We were fascinated by the large model of a set 

of teeth and took it turns to learn how to clean 

our own teeth, effectively. It was lots of fun 

and great to recap such an important life skills using active learning opportunities! Thank you, 

Mrs Brown, for teaching us! 

 

We have also started to learn our new Talk for 

Writing text this week, the Three Billy Goats Gruff. 

It has been lots of fun adding actions and different 

voices to the story when retelling it orally- we 

sound really rather scary as the troll, too! We also 

created some character images linked to the different 

characters from the story which we hope we can 

use to retell this traditional tale. We also created a 

collaborative story map and look forward to 

creating our own individual story maps next week.  
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Class 2 News:  

 

As part of our Maths No Problem lessons we have an ‘in 

focus’ task that we complete at the start of each lesson so 

that we can ‘tune in’ to our maths learning. This week, in 

one of our lessons, we had a problem to solve: we worked 

out that the question was asking us to use the division 

symbol. The question we needed to answer was 16 divided 

by 2, so we started off by drawing two plates to put the sausages on, as we knew the 

sausages had to be shared equally onto 2 plates. We then counted ‘one for me and one for you’ 

and shared the sausages on the plates, stopping when we got to 16. After much deliberation, 

we decided this was one of the best methods to use as it was a clear to see the sausages being 

shared onto 2 different plates. When using our noticing learning muscles, we found out that 

dividing by 2 is the same as halving.  

  

 

During PE, we have been learning how to play hockey. We have been learning how to hold the 

hockey stick correctly with two hands and how to control the ball when dribbling it in and out 

of people and cones. We had a go at playing a special game called ‘King of the Ring’ in which 

we had to keep possession of our own ball and we used our hockey skills to try to not lose our 

own ball. At the end of the lesson, we applied our new skills to pass to people that were in a 

great position on the pitch, building on our learning from last half term. We all showed brilliant 

sportsmanship and were cheering each other on; making sure everyone was included and had 

a turn at passing the ball.  

 

This week, we have been focusing on different spellings in 

Year 2 and 3. In Year 3, we have been learning spellings 

with the ‘k’ sound and ‘ch’ spellings- some of these were 

quite tricky! In Year 2, we have worked extremely hard to 

learn the graphemes; ph, wh, au, er and ow. We used our 

brilliant reading skills to persevere and identify real and 
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alien (nonsense) words, including these new sounds.  

 

As part of our computing learning this week, we have 

been learning all about the ‘Digital 5 a Day’. The Digital 5 

a Day means completing different digital tasks alongside 

some non-digital tasks to help with our mind and 

wellbeing. We completed the different tasks in small 

groups: we had to; take a digital photograph 

(remembering the special rules for when taking a picture), 

be active and do some physical exercise, use the computer 

program ‘Paint’ to create a digital picture, write a kind 

message to someone and complete some mindfulness drawing and colouring. At the end of our 

lesson, we evaluated the photos we took; identifying the ways in which we could improve our 

photography skills further. We also discussed how each task made us feel and we decided that 

it is great to have a variety of digital and non-digital tasks- we are going to try and remember 

this in our free-time at home, too.  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In Class 3 this week, we have been exploring our new model text, as a reader and as a 

writer. When we explore the text as a reader, we ‘unpick’ each sentence, exploring the 

vocabulary and meaning, inferring details about the characters, making predictions and 

identifying the subtleties in the text. When we explore the story as a writer, we identify all of 

the literary features and figurate language that we can ‘magpie’ to enhance our own stories. 

Our model text- Varjak’s Quest- tells the story of a fearless feline, who explores the dark and 

dangerous outside world for the very first time. We really enjoyed learning the definition of 

new vocabulary and have recalled these new words (and their definitions) in each of our 

literacy lessons.  
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In our maths learning, we have been getting to grips with 

multiples, factors, prime numbers, square numbers and 

cube numbers! In Year 4, we have really enjoyed applying 

our knowledge of the 6, 7, 9 and 11 times tables; identifying 

mussing numbers in number patterns, working out the 

numbers before or after another number in a sequence and 

solving equations to help us calculate the next multiple. For 

example, 36= 27 + 9. In Year 5, we have been learning 

about square numbers and have now moved on to 

multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000 and multiplying a 2 and 3 

digit number by a single digit. To do this, we have been 

learning the column method for multiplication; applying our 

knowledge of multiplication facts to solve these 

calculations. In Year 6, we 

have been also been 

applying our knowledge of times tables, by finding common 

multiples and common factors of a range of numbers. We 

have been really absorbed in our learning this week- so much 

so that we completed multiple maths lessons in one lesson! We 

are all really enjoying our maths learning and enjoy seeing 

how much progress we are making- especially in our times 

tables... look how many of us scored higher than last time in 

our latest TT Rockstars challenge!   

 

In our music learning this week, we have started a brand new topic: this 

half term we are learning to listen and appraise the popular genres of 

music, soul and gospel. The first piece of music we listened to was ‘Lean 

on Me’ by Bill Withers: we listened carefully to the lyrics and explored 

how they sometimes contrast with the upbeat bridge sections (we were 

really pleased that we could use one of our favourite words- 

juxtaposed- to describe this, too!). We explored the meaning behind the 

lyrics and agreed that, like our Tweak of the Week, we are all there to help each other and 

everyone needs help at some point in their lives. We made links to our learning from last half 

term too, by identifying and playing crotchets, minims, quavers and semibreves. We also 

identified when the pitch changed and what the tempo was like throughout the song. We 

finished our lesson by finding out a little bit about Bill Withers and his life, as well as 

listening to some of his other famous songs.  

 

Inspired by our learning last half term- where we were learning how 

to play the keyboard- there have been a number of 

children that have been playing the keyboard at 

home, whether on an actual keyboard or online 
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application. Some of us have been learning to play nursery rhymes (like Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star) and some of us have been composing our own pieces and sharing them on Tapestry! It is 

always lovely to see what you have been learning at home and we enjoy sharing these 

Tapestry posts with each other in school. We also cannot wait to see everyone’s home learning 

projects...remember, photographs/ videos/ presentations are due on Tapestry by Monday 7
th

 

December!  

 

 

In our PE lessons, we have really impressed Ric with our 

progress in hockey. We have shown excellent control of the 

ball and hockey stick and have applied our team tactics and 

spatial awareness from last half term. 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Design and Technology this week we have begun our woodwork 

project to design and make a replica ancient Egyptian 

canopic chest for a museum display. The Design 

specification requires the models to be both authentic 

and robust so we had to think carefully about how 

they would be made and what they would be made 

of. To ensure our designs were authentic, we 

researched canopic chests and used their findings to create our designs. As our construction 

products are going to be 3D objects, we talked about how we need to 

design all the faces of our chests: we learned that designers would 

use 3D computer modelling to do this 

accurately without the need to produce as 

many prototypes to get the measurements 

and dimensions correct. Some of us had a 

go at making a 3D model ourselves, using 

the online design software Tinkercad. We will 

all use this software over the coming weeks- we are very excited to 

use to create our designs! 

 

In geography this week, we have begun our new topic: Transportation 

and Trade. We studied maps of Hallbankgate, Brampton, Carlisle and 

Newcastle to identify, compare and contrast the different parts of the 

transport network in our own and surrounding areas. We were able to 

identify many of the map symbols, such as those depicting roads, 
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footpaths and train lines. We discussed the different forms of transport that would use each 

part of the network and for what purpose, as well as discussing some of the advantages 

and disadvantages of each transport type. 
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Collective Worship  

 

Our Picture News assembly this week allowed us to 

think carefully about how we can respect each other, 

even when circumstances are different. We read news 

articles about Marcus Rashford’s campaign for 

children to receive free school meals throughout 

school holidays if their families need some support 

and how famous people can use their fame to change 

the world, positively. We discussed how people can 

become famous for many different reasons and often, because of their talents, many people 

will take the time to listen to them and respect their view and if they choose to, this can give 

them a powerful platform for change. This linked to our National Parliament Week learning last 

week, where we learned that we too have a voice for change.  

 

On Saturday 14
th

 November, the Hindu festival of Diwali will be 

celebrated all over the world. In our assembly, we looked at pictures 

of Diya lamps (as this is the Festival of Light), rangoli patterns and 

the Hindu Deity Lakshmi. We asked questions 

about the symbols and objects on or around 

this Hindu Deity, with Class 3 making 

excellent links to previous learning about the Hindu creation story. This 

learning was recapped during our assembly on Thursday where we all 

listened to the Hindu creation story.  

 

As part of Armistice Day, we learned about World War 1; pausing to reflect what it would 

have been like to live in the trenches and be part of this conflict. We looked at images of the 

Queen paying her respects at the tomb of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster Abbey and 

explored the theme of hope and peace for the future. One hundred years on since the cenotaph 

in London was completed, we compared images two taken on Remembrance Sunday: one from 

1920 and the other from 2020 to see how it was the same or different. We noticed that the 

image from this year was noticeably quieter, with very few people able to pay their respects.  

We all observed a two-minute silence at 11am, too, and Reverend Johnsen sent us a special 

Remembrance Collective Worship to watch. In Class 3, we wrote WW1 Haiku poems on Monday, 

using wartime diaries as our source of 

information.  
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Design your own meal competition 

 

Watch this space for further information about an exciting 

new termly competition we will be running with 

Hallbankgate Hub where children can design their own 

meal. The lucky winner will win all of the ingredients to 

make that meal! This term will be the turn of. . . . 

children in Class 3! We have talked about this in class 

and are looking forward to hearing more about it! 

 

    

Monday 16
th

 November -Odd Sock Day, Anti-Bullying Week 

 

On Monday, we would like everyone to wear odd socks to celebrate how unique we all 

are! We will be learning lots about friendships and kindness, as well as who our trusted 

adults are and what we can do if we are worried about anything.   
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