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Learners of the Week:  Azalea, Lucas and Hollie 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  46    Helvellyn  64  Blencathra  54 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths this week we have been focusing on the 

numbers, 1, 2 and 3. We have explored the composition 

of the numbers 1, 2 and 3 and have also developed our 

confidence in subitising the numbers so we are able to 

quickly spot and identify the numbers. We have been 

sorting different arrangements of objects based on their value and have also been counting 

sounds as well as objects. 

 

In our phonics in Reception we had a very exciting week as we learnt our very 

first digraph! We learned that a 

digraph is made up of two letters 

which make one sound and have 

been focusing on the ck digraph 

this week. We have also 

continued to develop our 

segmenting and blending skills 

and are becoming more 

confident and independent. In 

phonics in nursery, we have 

been using our noticing skills to play lotto games and have also enjoyed 

choosing actions and singing action songs.  

  

In our Talk for Writing learning we have been creating 

invention stories this week. We used our imagining skills to generate our very 

own stories and it was great to see just how 

different all of the stories were! We had some 

really creative ideas and it was lovely to share 

them together, we are becoming brilliant 

storytellers! 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, 

we have been exploring the human body, with a 

focus on the skeleton this week. We enjoyed learning 

about the purpose of the skeleton and the names of 

some of the different bones in our body. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world 

learning we focused on Wales this week linked to our learning about the United Kingdom. We 

learnt about some of the different Welsh landmarks and also discovered some facts about Wales. 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design 

learning, we explored different creative 

mediums to create portraits this week. We 

used pictures of ourselves to base our 

portraits on and decided which creative 

medium we wanted to explore, with a 

choice of oil pastel, watercolours and 

coloured pencils. 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in our DT lesson we have completed our Roman catapults! They look absolutely 

amazing and we are so proud of them. It took lots of patience, hard work and determination to 

get to the finished product. This week, we had to use the straw to place around the dowel and 

glue this onto our frame. We then had to glue the milk bottle 

lid onto the arm and then glue the arm onto the straw. The 

piece of straw enabled the arm to spin backwards ready to be 

fired. Lastly, we attached some pins into the wood and then 

used elastic 

bands to wrap 

around the arm 

to keep it nice 

and tight and in 

the correct 

position ready to 

load and fire. 

We are very keen 

to have a go at 
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firing them with small pieces of rolled up paper but we 

had to wait for them to dry so we will let you know how 

that goes next week. After completing the catapults, we 

discussed what went well and would could be improved 

on if were to make them again. We completed an 

evaluation sheet too to see if they met the points from our 

design criteria.  

 

During our spelling lessons this 

week we have been learning 

new spellings in Year 2, including; every, everybody, even, great, break 

and steak. In Year 1, we have been learning; you, your, they, said and 

says. We all had a go at practicing writing each word on a whiteboard 

and then focused on one or two of the spellings, working with a 

partner to practice them and test each other. 

Everyone is getting really good at practicing 

our new spellings and we know different 

ways in which we can learn them- whether it 

be making them using the magnetic letters, 

writing them down, rainbow writing or using the playdough.  

  

In our PSHE lesson this week, we 

have been learning all about the 

dangers of smoking. We learnt that it 

was up to the adult if they wanted 

to smoke but it is recommended by doctors that you do not 

due to it being very unhealthy for your body. We learnt it is 

important to keep ourselves and others around us healthy. 

After discussing all of the ways in which smoking can affect 

your health we designed some posters with the purpose of 

informing others of the dangers of smoking.  

 

In our history learning this week, we have been studying 

Emperor Claudius from the Roman era. We watched and 

listened to some short video clips to learn all about who he 

was and what he did exactly. After learning lots of 

information about Claudius, we wrote a short piece of writing 

about him and drew a picture of him. We learnt many things 
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about, including that he helped bring peace 

and restored the Roman rule of law. 

Claudius proved he was worthy of leading 

the people and Rome. Next, we had a look 

at a big Roman Emperor timeline which 

showed us all of the Emperors dating from 

Emperor Augustus 27 BC to Emperor 

Romulus Augustus 476 AD. We discovered 

that there were in fact roughly 72 Roman 

Emperors altogether. It was interesting to 

read how long they were in reign for and their notable events during their leadership.  

 

This week in our geography learning we have been continuing our 

study of the continent Europe and we have been looking at the 

languages spoken in Europe. We learnt that the three main languages 

spoken in Europe are;  

• Russian - 110 million (2023) 

• German - 100 million (2023) 

• French - 80 million (2023) 

After studying the map that showed us 

all of the different languages spoken in 

Europe, we had a look at a brilliant 

booklet of information all about Europe and we found out many 

fascinating things about the continent.  

 

In our literacy lesson this week we took our model text - ‘The Owl 

who was Afraid of the Dark’ - and innovated on the character 

description of Plop. As a class, we discussed some ideas for how we could change what Plop 

looked like focusing on his eyes, beak, feathers, knees and ears. We then took post it notes and 

wrote down our ideas for what he might look like and we stuck them onto our class story 

mountain over the parts talking about Plop’s appearance. Some examples of our innovations are 

as follows; Plop 

had piercing 

yellow eye; he 

had a beak 

shaped like a 

hook; he was 

skinny, soft and 

he had smooth 

feathers.  

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

What another brilliant end to the week 

in Class 2! This week, in our science 

learning, we have finished our unit of 

learning all about light by thinking 

about how we can stay safe around 

light sources- particularly the sun. At 

the beginning of the lesson, we were 

rather confused as to why Miss Hutton 

and Miss Storrow were wearing their 

sunglasses but we soon worked out why: Orla - once again - needed 

some help in her learning! As it had been so sunny, Orla told us that 

the sun had hurt her eyes and she wanted our help to learn how to protect her eyes from the 

sun’s harmful rays. To help us understand why it is so important to protect our eyes, we found 

out what happens to the size of our pupils in light and 

dark spaces and we were fascinated by what we saw 

when the light source changed! Looking in mirrors at 

our pupils, we discovered that our pupils are larger 

when it is dark (so that more light can be let into our 

eyes) and that when it is light, our pupils are smaller. 

We then explored what an eye looks like and the 

different parts that we need to protect.  Finally, we 

looked at different 

types of 

sunglasses to work out which ones would protect our eyes 

the most and then wrote down all of our ideas to share 

with Orla. What a lot of science learning! Next week, we’ll 

write a non-chronological report all about light to show 

what we know, before moving on to our new units after 

the half term holiday.  
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In our French learning this week, we have been 

continuing to practise counting to 12, greeting one 

another and asking how someone is. We also 

practised asking someone what their name is, as 

well as learning and practising our replies. Then - 

as an extra cheeky challenge - we tried to put most 

of our learning together to have little conversations. 

In these conversations, we had to say hello, ask how 

someone was and then ask them their name! Even 

though lots 

of this 

learning is brand new, we are all working hard to 

imitate the sounds and remember what we need to say.  

 

In our VIPERS this week, we have been 

stretching our inference skills by thinking 

carefully about the subtle clues that the 

author uses to show that Plop’s character 

has changed. We have also been stretching 

our distilling skills to find and copy words 

or phrases that have particular meanings, or finding words or phrases that show 

how Plop has been feeling. We only have one chapter left of our book and we can’t wait to find 

out whether or not Plop has overcome his fear of the dark!  

 

Building on from our learning last week, we have continued to learn 

how to play the djembes in our music lesson. This week, we played 

our ‘fruit salad’ song from our 

lesson last week, before becoming 

musical composers! Using pictures 

of plums, apples and watermelons, 

we created a bar of music that we 

performed to the rest of our class. We tried really carefully to 

stay in time and follow our composition accurately.  
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On Friday in literacy, we wrote our warm writes- all about 

Plop of course! We then got to read them out on our brand 

new storyteller’s stool, wearing the storyteller’s cape! 

 

Finally, in our RE learning, we have continued to build on 

our understanding of belonging. This week, we used the 

symbol of a jigsaw puzzle to record who we are and what 

we believe in. Some of us recorded things that are important to us (like family 

and friends), whereas some of us recorded the values that are important to us 

(like kindness, fairness and being honest). We’ll use our jigsaws next week to 

learn about how each part of our jigsaw can fit into a group or place in which 

belong, usually because we have the same values or beliefs.  

  

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

What an interesting week of learning we’ve had! In maths this week, things have been hotting 

up. We’ve all moved on to more complex operations. Year 4 have been working on their addition 

and subtraction methods with our most recent lessons ex[[ploring subtracting two 4-digit numbers 

with more than one exchange. This involves a lot of place value gymnastics and we have to 

work carefully to ensure we don’t make any avoidable errors. In Year 5 we have finished our 

addition and subtraction unit. Our last few lessons have been testing our knowledge of 

calculations by seeing if we can work out the missing numbers or make comparisons between 

different calculations. It’s been big week for Year 6 in maths this week with the introduction of 

long division. This is a method that requires not only remembering a lot of steps but needs us to 

use a long of our maths and number knowledge. We’ve risen to the challenge and have mastered 

the method enough to be able to apply it across different problems.  
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In literacy this week, we’ve been working on our non-fiction topic of diaries and recounts. We’ve 

read our model text as a reader and a writer analysing its features and picking out the effect 

these have on the audience. Now, we’re building our bank of skills to 

be able to write our own diary entries next 

week imaging we’re the main character from 

our class text October, October on her first day 

of school.  

 

Geography this week took us to the upper 

sections of the River Nile and into the Sahara 

Desert. We used atlases and climate maps to 

spot patterns in the locations of deserts across 

the world before analysing climate data to 

create theories about what features the Sahara 

Desert may have. Finally, to stretch our 

geographical skills even further we compared the climate data of the Sahara to the climate in 

Cumbria. We were able to use our geographical vocabulary to draw com[parisons about the 

temperature and rainfall in both these places and the effect this will have on the plants, animals 

and people that live there.  

 

Art this week was fascinating. We spent a really interesting 

afternoon discussing art and the stories it can tell. We 

explored how matters relating to race can be expressed 

through art and how 

artworks can take many 

forms. We watched a video 

about an exhibition on the 

Black Arts Movement of the 

1960s, 70s and 80s at the Tate art gallery in London. Here we 

discovered how art was used in the fight for fair treatment and 

civil rights, as well as telling the stories of people that may 

have been invisible or marginalised through history. We 

discussed whether knowing about the artist and their story is useful before looking at a piece of 

art before looking at the artist Labaina Himid, her story and her art in more detail. We really 

enjoyed looking at a range of her artworks and exploring the meanings and stories they might be 

telling. Everyone followed our class discussion guidelines really well: we were respectful 

listeners and responded carefully to each other by agreeing, building on what had been said or 

politely challenging other’s ideas.  
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Poetry Club 

 

We did our first performance this week as poetry club! We wowed 

everyone in assembly with our ‘What am I?’ poem about a wasp. 

We’ve been playing with metaphor and different ways we can 

create images uses them. 
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

In Class 3 this week, we began the week by learning our new spellings and spelling rules. In 

Year 5, we practised our final - and most difficult - set of silent letters and, in Year 6, we 

continued to learn a range of new words - this time with the -cious spelling pattern.  

 

In our French learning this week, we have been 

recapping food and the types of food that we like. We 

focused on identifying whether we needed to say le, la 

or les before each food and noticed how similar some 

words to the words that we say in English. After this, 

we went on to build on our learning from the last week 

by learning how to say the names of different countries 

in French. By the end of the lesson, we were able to 

hold a short conversation to greet someone, ask and 

respond to the question ‘how are you?’, reply with what 

we are called and say where we live. However, we 

didn’t just say the name of where we lived...we 

described which country we lived in, whether or 

not it was in the town or countryside and then the 

name of the place! We also took advantage of 

reminding ourselves of different types of weather, 

seeing as we have had lots of different types this 

week!  

 

In RE, we have been 

building on our learning 

from last week to think carefully about leaders around the world and 

the skills and qualities that these people 

need. At the beginning of the lesson, we 

came up with lots of different values and 

personality traits (such as honesty, 

hardworking or having good listening 

skills), before using these to create a 

cinquain poem. In our poems, we tried to 

keep the reader guessing about the subject 

of the poem (a leader), by describing their traits and only revealing 

that they are a leader in the last line. Our poems are very effective 

and it was nice to explore another type of poetry to respond 

creatively to a key part of our RE learning. 
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What an exciting week we’ve had in 

DT! Using a piece of software called 

TinkerCad, we have been working 

together to design the wooden 

frames of our Canopic chests. 

Making links to our knowledge of 3D 

shapes and their properties, we made sure that we considered 

what each face of the 

frame would need to look 

like, before using the software to create our designs. These 

plans will help us when creating our Canopic chests and 

we are very-much looking forward to beginning the ‘make’ 

element of our DT learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, we’ve continued to work hard on our VIPERS this week, 

too, and we have noticed a huge improvement in the quantity 

and quality of our answers since the start of term. We are all 

enjoying proving our answers and using our sentence stems to 

scaffold our responses.  
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William Howard School Football Tournament 

On Saturday, we had a brilliant morning at William Howard School where we took part in a 

football tournament. For many of us, this was our very first tournament and we were so excited 

to see how it all worked. We played as a team incredibly well and we showed excellent attitudes 

towards the game and the other teams. A huge thank you to all the staff and family members 

for supporting them team and the hard work, dedication and effort by the players and coach (Mr 

Davidson). Well done everyone! 

 

Strive for Five 

As we have reached the end of the fifth whole week in school, a large number of children have 

received the very first round of Reading Stars. This means that they have read 5 times per week, 

for five weeks! This is an incredible achievement and everyone looked incredibly proud of their 

first Reading Star. There are lots of children very close to this milestone so keep up the hard 

work! 
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


