
Weeks beginning  9th and 16th May 2016 
VIP’s w/c 9th May were Elizabeth and Evie 

VIP’s w/c 16th May were Ryan S and Ivy 
Learners of the Week for w/c 2nd May were Alena, Alex and Kayden 

Learners of the Week for w/c 9th May were Ryan C, Luke, Logan, 
Anna, Alena, Lexi and Alexa 

 
Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 

 

 
This week we welcome Anie and Sophie into Year 5. We hope they enjoy learning here at Hallbankgate. 

 
In maths we have been learning all about symmetry this week; using 
mirrors and turning our pages in all different directions to identify 
reflections and the number of lines of symmetry! We looked at real-life 
examples of symmetry, such as butterfly wings, and then made links to 
this when identifying reflections.  
 
We have also been learning about temperature in class 1; 
investigating which rooms were the hottest or the 

coldest and even comparing the temperatures from one day to the next. We 
made links to our science learning and kept our tests fair by placing the 

thermometer in the same place each time and we even 
predicted and reasoned why the temperatures may be 
different. We recorded our results on thermometers of 
difference scales- some were labelled in twos and the others in 5s and 10s 
to really stretch our thinking.  
 
In our RE lessons, we have been learning about 
the story of Joseph and how important it is to 
make the right decisions and about what is right 
and wrong. We acted the story out using the 
parachute as Joseph’s special coat! 

 
In Class 1 we have been planting seeds in 
science! We went out to the vegetable 
garden and planted runner beans, peas, 
lettuce and sunflowers; making sure we read the packets carefully so 
we knew what to do and how deep and how far apart each seed had 
to be planted. In our science 
investigation we have found out that 
plants will grow without much light, but 

they will be tall and straggly because they are trying to find a light 
source. We compared the pea plants on the windowsill in class 1 to 
the ones we kept hidden away in the library. A big thank you to 
Anne Hinton, one of our School Governors, for donating some 
exciting new seeds.  
 



 
 

In Class 2 we are continuing to learn and practise new and more efficient written methods in 
maths; with many children moving off their numeracy target and on to a new one! We have been 
discussing which methods are the most efficient and why, and have used these methods to 
solve word problems. Year 3 and 4 have been practising new division and subtraction methods 
and year 5 have been learning the tricky challenge of long division!   

 
This week we found some old books 
and were set the challenge of 
putting them in order on a timeline; 
oldest to newest. The oldest book 
was from 1956!   
 
In Class 2 we have been learning 
about how sound travels and used 
instruments and pieces of string to 

learn new vocabulary and ‘see’ how sound works.  
 
 
In Design and Technology our timeline is nearly complete! We have 
been working extremely hard to make accurate representations of 
famous people and periods throughout history and we will start to  
create our display during the last week of term; making sure we have provided facts about 
food, homes, people and significant changes or events in world and British history.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Early Years 
 
We have been learning about different cultures in Early Years and have been 
focusing on India linking to the fairy tale of Aladdin. We had a go at trying lots of 
different foods including poppadoms, naan bread, vegetable pakora, onion bhajis 

and pilau rice with different dips too.  
 
 
 

We had a great time trying the different foods and 
although we were unsure about some of them to begin with 
we had a try and found out we really liked them! We have 
also looked at some of the differences and similarities 
between our own lives and some children’s lives in India 



 
 

through having discussions and looking at different pictures. We also 
had a go at trying on some different clothing and had a brilliant time 
trying on a salwar kameez and some different jewellery. We had a go at 
designing mehndi henna hands and had a look at henna on Miss Hepworth’s hand 
too! We also had a go at doing some traditional Indian dancing which was great 
fun!  It has been so interesting learning about a different culture!  

 
 
In Reception we have become authors and 
illustrators! We used our imagining skills to come 
up with our own fairy tale story, considering the 
characters we would have, the setting and what 
was going to happen. We then used our 
segmenting and blending skills to write the text and then illustrated 

each page. The finished stories are fantastic and we are really proud of them!  
 

In Nursery we have been continuing to develop our knowledge 
of letters and sounds and have learnt the sounds ‘c’ and ‘o’ over 
the last two weeks. We have been searching for letters in the 
sand pit, ,grouping them together and also separating objects 
based on the initial letter that they begin with. We also had a go 
at forming the words cat and dog, using our listening skills to 
hear what the sounds blended together formed.  

 
In maths in Reception we have been developing our knowledge of number formation and 
ordering and forming our numbers up to 20. We have also been looking at some different 2D and 
3D shapes and some of their properties and their mathematical names. We then had a look 
around the classroom to see if we could spot any 2D or 3D shapes in the environment.  

 
In maths in Nursery we have been grouping objects to numbers and 
ordering our numbers from 0 up to 10. We also created some fantastic 
patterns using the beads and string for threading and created some 
brilliant repeating patterns. We have been developing our number 
formation skills using number formation rhymes to support us too.  
 

 
 
Class 1 Child Initiated  
We have been creating fantastic moving pictures during our child 
initiated time. We have been researching and designing different 
pictures and characters to base our moving picture on and then have 
been creating and reviewing the finished product. We have created 

pictures that have sliders and also started to create disappearing pictures 
which move on a pivot or which have a moving part. They are looking 
fantastic and it has been interesting to create our very own pictures.  We 
had to use our planning skills to plan what our design was going to look 
like and what we were going to use. We also had to persevere, as 
sometimes creating the moving parts could be quite tricky but we kept 
trying and the finished slider pictures look brilliant!  



 
 

In Class 1 over the past fortnight, we have been working on writing our own fairy tales. We have 
told lots of stories and thought about how to make them interesting to read. We have been 
working really hard on our punctuation. In Year 2 we have been using apostrophes and even 
speech marks to make their writing really impressive. Year 1 we have been working really hard to 
make sure every sentence starts with a capital letter and ends in a full stop. We have all been 
reading lots! Everyone is filling up their star charts and reading records, which means we’re 
racing through the stages. We have been especially enjoying listening to Roald Dahl’s ‘The BFG’.  
In Class 2 we have been exploring Greek Myths in great detail. We have each chosen a Myth to 
explore and have made many links between different Myths: identifying themes and patterns. 
We have also spent quite a bit of time exploring words and phrases that capture our 
imaginations and have put all of this together to create an exciting plan for our very own Greek 
Myths. Our reading challenge has got off to a great start with some Class 2 members having 
passed the USA already! 
 
Over the last few weeks in Class 2 we have been working on singing in parts in a round. On 

Thursday, we finally sang 3 parts together with each part sticking together 
and staying on track. This is a super tricky skill as it involves listening to 
your own and other parts at the same time as not getting distracted from 
your own part. We sounded great! We are also busy learning songs for the 
‘Big Sing’ alongside Class 1, including belting out great  
songs like ‘Final Countdown’ and ‘Half the World 

Away’.   
 
In Class 2 we have also continued to stretch and 
transfer our collaboration muscles in our 
Ancient Greek Newspaper project. Part of the 
project’s aims is to use different forms of 
technology, so groups have been making cartoons, animations, music 

and much more using iPads, laptops and cameras.  
 
During Class 1’s topic time we have been 
working on our map of Hallbankgate, 
which all came together last week when 
we finished it off, complete with grid 
references and a key. Everyone was really 
interested in how a map works alongside 
a compass and how it fits to the ground, 
so along with Nursery and Reception we 
made a signpost for Class One. We all chose places which we often go 
to and using an online map we found out which direction they are all in 
from Hallbankgate. We then wrote out places onto signs and added 

them to the post, pointing in the correct direction from our classroom.  This was quite tricky 
and we really had to persevere to relate the map to the classroom.   
 
Finally, a HUGE well done to year 6 who showed great resilience, 
determination and maturity during SATs week. We are all extremely proud 
of you and you should be proud of all your achievements. WELL DONE! 
 


