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r@m Autumn Half Term 1 2016
S
“ GEsC\’p Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners

What a busy start to the hew school Year! TAle have all been working really hard to take on the
hew challenges of being in the next year group.

This term we have been thinking Carefully about the progress we make in
our |earhing and started the term by exploring Austin’s

\ Butterfly (search for the video online!). This video highlights

- how powerful feedbaCk Can be and we all went on our own
~__ learning journey: drawing a butterfly, receiving positive and
constructive feedbaCk before making 2 or three more drafts. The
progress and Changes that we all made were fasCinating! This is
the progress made by a Year 2 Child in just onhe |esson!

WHERE THE WIID THINGS ARE

. In Class 1 literaCy this half term, we have been exploring the book
Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak. We have learhed about
¥ and practised the four different types Of sentence: statements,
¥ questions, commands and excClamations. e have been practising
il sentence formation really Carefully to make sure we inClude everything
A 4 that’s heeded to Create really
stY P PIGTURESBYMAUNGE k| Sreat sentences in our writing.
TO help us explore the story
more deeply, we stretChed our empathy and listening
muscles to think about how the
Characters might be feeling at
different points. We used role play to | s RS
help us express what these feelings might be. NeXt, we Stretched our
imagining muscle to invent a hew wild thing. e used adjectives to help us
desCribe what our wild things are like. In phoniCs we have Carried on
pracCtiCing our phohemes and reading and building words. In Year 1 we have
been segmenting, reading and spelling words with ¢ phoneme sounds. In Year 2
we have been learhing about phonemes that have alternhative pronhuncCiations.

In Class 2 literaCy, we have been exploring mystery
and suspense
stories. We have
learned so much!
Using examples of
different texts we :
ahalysed and noticed the features that Created
the mystery ahd suspense to Come up With our own too| Kit £or Writing mystery ahd suspense
stories. We found so many features Mrs Arnold ran out of space onh the board to write them all
down! In our own Writing we have used the too| Kit to help us write some really exciting, and
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sometimes scCary, stories. We had a great time sharing them with each other when we finished.
TFor National Poetry Day we explored the theme ‘Messages’ to Create poems fOor people/things we
are thanhkful for. We stretChed our making links muscCle to explore different photos to identify
the theme and explore different types/forms of message.

In Class 2 topiC, we have been investigating the Stone Age. e have
used timelines to map out the early history of our world and fihd out
when man first lived. We had to decide how people first got to our
little island. Did they swim? Make a boat? Dig a tunhnel? We came up
with many solutions, but were surprised
tO find out that where we how Call
Great Britain wasn’t actually an island
at that time! e looked at recreated
maps ahd aerial images to compare Great Britain how and then,
notiCing that You Cah see where the sea is shallower ih current
images, which is where it would have linked up with Europe. Next,
we explored how Stone Age people would have lived, using iPads to
A help us find answers to our questions and Create posters to display all the
information we discovered. We have taken a C|oser IOOK at the Food that
would have been available before people e T
started farming. We talked about what
would have been possible to catch and
what tools would have been used. Today’s
: : N food pyramid was quite different from
then. Finally, we have been exploring the importance of fire. We
considered the tools available at the time and plahhed how to

make a fire as if we were |iving in the Stone

Age. This means, no fire lighters or

matches! On a very damp Tuesday, we put

our plans into action. We found out that it

SR Was really hard to light a fire just using a

7 "f,\_;'i‘l" spark from flint when the materials were

: PO gecting damp. The Stone Age people would

have had t0 work extremely hard to keep their materials dry. In
the end we had to Cheat and use Mrs Bowman’s stove ughter But it

meant we all got to toast a marshmallow before home time!

# In Class 1 topiC, we have been stretChing our quesuonmg muscles to
8l find out who lives ahd works in our I
community. We have had |ots Of Visitors! To
make sure we founhd out as much information
as possible, we thought Carefully about what
5z we didn’t already know to help us form our

. questions. When each visitor came, we

= listened Carefully and asked our questions to
- find out more. We have learhed about (0OKing
after trees, helping people get to hospital, all the activities that happen
at Brampton Community Centre, how to listen to our hearts and
breathing with a stethoscope, what it’s like to be a professional football




player and what happens at the vets. e have learned a ot and would like to
$aY @ huge thank you to everyone who has given up their time to come and talk
t0 US. TO Complete our projeCt we have started t0 make people from our
community out Of felt to go with our SChoo| tapestry.

First Of all, we practiced giving each other instructions before writing
algorithms for Beebot. (Jsing whiteboards and ‘Fakebots’, we first planned
and tested our algorithms, before trying them out UJlth Beebot for real. If we
found Beebot didnt do what we ‘
wanted him to, we revised our
algorithms and ‘debugged’ them,
before trying again. We still
haven’t successfully programmed
Beebot to draw a humber 2, SO we
Will keep persevering!

In Class 2 computing, we have been earning about safe searching. e have talked about trusted
websites, what [080S Show us it is safe, and what to do if you’re hot sure. BY stretChing our
distilling muscle we harrowed our searCh words to ensure we found the most useful and relevant
websites.

In Class 2 GGerman, we have been exploring different ways of greeting each other and finding
things out about each other. We Can introduce ourselves and ask what someone’s hatme is. We
Canh state our age anhd ask questions about other peoples’ ages ahd ask each other how they are.
AS well as this, we have been learning about different foods. We watched a Video of a market in
- Germany and have learnht the hames of different vegetables.

In Class 1 music, we have been exploring the sounds of nature. We
stretChed our listening muscles to listen to different types Of
weather and listen for clues to tell us what time Of year it might
be. e then Created our own weather musiC for different types of
weather, Choosing instruments Carefully to matCh the weather
sounds. We have also been exploring |
music that imitates animals. We |
watched and listened to g Video of ah orchestra playing ‘Peter and
the Wolf'. We listened Carefully to identify the different |
instruments that reflected the different animals/Characters in the ,
story. We really enjoyed using the music to help us imagine what
was happening in the story.




On Friday 3oth September we all gathered at
Farlam Church to celebrate Harvest

with Reverend Johnsen. Earlier in the day
we held our very own 'Hallbankgate Bake

Wi MOFF', where we made links to our maths learning by baking some delicious
y @ bread for the Produce Auction. e were pleased that the bread was in
=% such demand and generated some high bids- with |0aves selling in excess of

& 6 eacht Perhaps we will need to bake more next year!

On the 1°° of Qctober our school
football team had a fantastiC morhing
competing in the small SChools
tourhament at William Howard
gchool. e reached the semi-finals and
played ah exciting matCh against Great
Corby who eventually went onh to win
the competition in the final. William
Howard School reported that all
matches were played in a positive spirit and all the teams should be
congratulated on their excellent sportsmanship throughout the whole
competition. Qur footballers showed excellent Collaboration: taking on
hew roles and stepping back £or others as well as persevering when
matches were difficult. Well done Ryan S, Matty, Ryan A, Elle-Jo,
Emma, Alisha, Reece, Sam D, Rowah and Ava. Thanhks to Mr Davidson for orgahising training
sessions and coaching the team and to all the parents and Staff who Came along to Ssupport.
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Our football theme continued this week
as 18 children from Class 2 Visited
Brunton Park on Saturday 1st OCtober to
watch Carlisle United v Colchester
United. We were thrilled that Carlisle
won 2-0, and especially excited that Jason
Kenhnedy scored one of the goals
- he and Charlie Wyke visited
our school earlier in the week.
Whilst here, they
ahswered our
questions about
how they preserve
even when they are | ,
losing a game, how il \ .
. they work together as a team and how they started
, Q‘ their own football Careers- plus many more! After all
\\; Of our questions we went outside for autographs and
a KiCk-gbout at break time.




We contihue to focus our [earhing around
TRuben’s A Roman Triumph and have started
tO Create our tapestry in Class 2. (Jsing the
painting as a springboard, the Take Onhe
Picture project (ran by the Nationhal Gallery in
London) inspires Children to make links and
develop confidence when responding to a
range of stimuli as well as promoting Cross-CurriCular learhing. So far this term we have made
links to Geography (by learhing about our [OCal area), Maths (learhing about Roman Numerals),
History (learnhing about [oCal history such as the miners and Stephenson’s Rocket), Science
(learning about hative anhd loCal plants ahd ahimals and their lifecycCles and food chamS) and
Desigh and Technology (by learhing how to sew and join K '
textiles). We have thought Carefully about what
Hallbankgate means to us and the important features we
heed tO inClude on our tapestry- as well as inCorporating all
Our Of our Ccross-curricular learning. We have all really
enjoyed Collaborating anhd planhning our tapestry and are
[ooKing forward to sharing this with you soon!

We womd like to say a HUGE thank you to [inda Murphy

== anhd ISla Bober for coming
in to help us with our
sewing and to Sharon Jackson for dOI’)atl ng SO much fabric and
teaching us how to felt!

In PSHE we are all learhing about our feelings

y \ ahd how to mahage them- whether they are
good feelings or onhes that make us worried. This learhing has been reinforced
by the Visitors we had in school from the NSPCC to talk to us about keeping
safe.

In Class 1, we are learhing about pre-historicC history and in partiCular, the
dinosaurs! We have used our topiC lessons to make links to our other curriculum
areas ahd have all enjoyed stretChing our hotiCing and imaging learhing muscles
€0 |00K at small details ahd patterns, as well exploring the idea ‘What if dinosaurs
roamed today? e have made Cross-Curricular links to maths by Creating tally
Charts to find out the most popular type of dinosaur in Class 1, Creating life-size
dinosaurs oh the playground by measuring aCcCurately in metres ahd centimetres
and by comparing our £oot Size with the footprint of a T-Rex! e have used our
literacy skKills to label dinosaurs and their body parts and used our science sKills
€O |earh about herbivores, Carhivores and omnivores. '




In Class 2, we have been learhing about our (oCal area and
have used a range of different sources of information to
ook at how land uses have changed. e have |ooked at
maps from the early 1800S, 19008 and 2000S, as well as
Google Maps and Google Street View. We have also worked
Collaboratively to desigh and Create surveys to find out
some data Of our owh SO that we Can apply our khowledge 4
Of StatistiCs in maths to present our data.

Ih sCience we are |earhing all about our bodies! ITn
Class 1 we have been |earhing about our 5 senses and
have been investigating the question, ‘Is the oldest
person always the tallest person?” We all made
predictions and thenh Came up with ah ahswer to our
question by measuring the height of everyone in our
Class using hon-standard units of measurement (in
this Case, Multi-link cubes!).

In Class 2, we are learhing about the life Cycles of plants and
have been using plants around our SChool grounds to
investigate different types of seeds. We have been |earnhing
about different types Of seed dispersal, pollination and the life
CYCle Of a plant, as well as diffFerent hative plants in our (OCal
area.

In our maths lessons, Orla has heeded quite a ot Of help this
term ahd we have been helping her to order and write her
humbers correctly, identify which humbers are larger, smaller or
equal by using the signhs < > =, and all about odd and even humbers. She has found it
very triCky but we have beenh making sure we show, tell and explain all Of our
learning to her so that she understands. We have also had Rex the Reasoning
TRacoon helping us prove to Orla why she is inCorreCt (Or CorreCt in some Cases!)
making links to all areas of our maths learnhing.




Ih our maths learnhing in Class 2, we have been focussing on recognising and celebrating our own
progress within each lesson by completing a short ‘pre-learhing’ [earhing activity before
completing our learning, and thenh Completing a ‘post-learning’ activity at the end of the lesson to
see how much progress we have made. Everyone is enjoying being challenged and challenging
themselves to improve their learning! This term we have been learhing all about place Value and
nhumbers and have started tO apply this Khowledge to the four operations: addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division. AJe have also how got hew maths passports to help us learn our
humber £acts and Challenge us to meet our targets- inCluding the ones we have set ourselves! We
have worked so hard in maths that we have hearly completed an exercise book each already!

In Class 1 we are learhing about Christiahity and specCial signs, symbols and places. We have used
maps to |ocate Farlam Church and have been stretChing our imagining learning muscles to imagine
ourselves in a specCial place.

In Class 2 we are learnhing about Hinduism and have been |earhing about SpecCial stories, places,
symbols and sighs. We have been making links to our Geography khowledge by locating India and
the Rjver Ganges oh the map and have been learning about why Hindu’s make a pilgrimage to the
river.

TReverend Johnsen joined us £or ah assembly to share the story
of Adam and EVve and the garden of Eden. We talked about
temptation and when and how we Can stop ourselves from doing
something we perhaps shouldn’t. We also had ah assembly with
TReverend Rachel from the Methodist Church in Bramptoh who
shared the story of the Good Samaritah and we thought about
having integrity and what it meant. She showed us some of her
special clothes and talked about her job.

. On Thursday 20" October Class 2
had a school trip to RSPB
Geltsdale. We started Off by
walking up to anh area of moorland
where we Created minhi moor-
SCapes: Collecting different plants
t0 show what grows well in peat. We found out all about hen
harriers and how they are Camouflaged and how humans Canh '
affect their survival- from grouse shooting to burhing the heather. In the afternoon, we made
links tO our science |earning ahd went outside to identify different hative trees and plants in our
loCal area; StretChing our hotiCing muscles by looking Closely at the shapes of the leaves. We
made even more links to our science learhing by finding out about seed dispersal fOr each tree.

Our other activity was very messy! We all had a g0 at pulling apart
ow| pellets to learh about food Chains and find out what the owls
had eaten by identifying the bones that were |eft!




Here are some thoughts from Class 2:

‘Tt was fun picking out the bones and skeletons from the owl
pellets. T Was persevering and stretChing my notiCing muscles
when Finding out about different trees” Ryan A

“Tt was fun but a little bit horrible when we were picking bits
out of the owl pellets!” Emma

“Tt was good when we went oh a tree hunt and we made links to our learnhing in sCience.”
Elizabeth

“1 liked |00OKing for different types Of leaves on trees ahd it Was really disgusting when we |ooked
at the owl pellets! Tt was very smelly!” Elle-Jo

“Tt was really really fun learhing about the trees and different types of dispersal.” Reece

We have been holding School Learning Council Elections, too, this half tertn. In our assemblies
on a Wednesday we have been learhing about British Values ahd democracy and put this into
practise by each Writing @ manifesto about what we would like to Change if we were elected tO
be in the school council! We’'ll et You Khow who gets the most Votes hext time!

Early Years

We have had a fantastiC start to the year in Early
Years! We have been doing |0ts Of active learhing
inside and outside anhd some brilliant exploration
Of the world around us inCluding doing some
planting and filling bird feeders.

In Reception we have been learhing |Ots Of
different |etters and sounds in our phohiCs and
we have been practising segmenting and blending
the sounds together to form words. This is quite
a triCky sKill but we have been using our robot arms to help us and
our [Leon the Listening Lion sKills to Carefully hear the different
sounds.

We have also been |earning some triCky words in our phonics
ahd practising forming each letter as we learh the sound. In
Nursery we have been developing our listening sKills to tuhe
into different sounds in order to descCribe them. We have
explored some of the different musiCal instruments and how
their sounds Cah be Changed and adapted and we Created
some fantastiC shakers using plastiC bottles and different
objects we could find outside like stones. Ih phonhiCs with
Nursery we have also been singing (0ts of songs and rhymes and our
favourites are action songs like Heads, Shoulder, Knees and Toes anhd the
Hoki Kokit

In Maths we have been Creating some wonderful repeating
patterns using paint, threading beads ahd cotton reels onto
string and using hatural materials like stones, leaves and pine
cones. e had to use our hoticing sKills tO Carefully Create
the pattern and ensure that the patterh was being acCurately continued. e also




had a great time doing a 2D Shape hunt in the Classroom and realised that shapes are everywhere!
We were searching for Circles, squares, rectangles and triangles and found |ots! In Maths in
TReception we have been developing and securing our humber khowledge to 10 ahd also working
Oh our humber formation from O t0 9 using the humber formation rhymes to support us. In Maths
in Nursery we have been working onh aCCurately counting one object or action at ) tlme and doing
lots of humber songs to develop our understanding of mathematicCal ' <V
lahguage. :

We also went on a brilliant Pirate adventure in which we had to follow
Captain Blackbeard’s letter and treasure map to retrieve our missing shake.
We had to carefully follow the map to lead us back to Shake travelling

. gz, through the squelChy mud, through the overgrown
forest, past the ferocious dihosaurs and around the fiery
VoICanho anhd then rescue Shake from up the tree.
However before we could embark on our jourhey to get
Shake we had to get to Dinosaur Island and so we -
decided that the best route was by sea in the pirate
ship in Nursery and SO we had to Collaborate to
havigate the seven seas and towards land. We had
such a brilliant time using our imagining skills on our
adventure and in Reception we are currently writing
letters to Captain Blackbeard so hopefully we get a reply!

Class 1 Desngn and Technhology

We have had a fantasticC time this half term learnhing
about different fruits ahd vegetables in our desigh
technology. We have tried and prepared [OtS Of tasty
fruits and vegetables ahd Created some fantastiC
Creations too! \le begah by focusing on the story of
Handa’s Surprise, we had a g0 at imitating some oOf the
different animals from the story and also retold the
llfé Story using finger puppets and masks. Then for the fun part...preparing and
tasting! We tried banaha, mango, pineapple, tangerine, orange, avocado and passion fruit all of
which were in the story of Hanhda’s Surprise. e tooK it ih turhs to peel, if heeded, and then
Chop up the different fruits ready for tasting. During our fOCus On fruits and vegetables we also
did some really detailed observational drawings of the inside of a red
Cabbage, watermelon, Kiwi ahd pepper which really required us to Carefully
use our hoticing skills.

We created some brilliant poems about our favourite
fruits and vegetables with a foCus onh using |ots of
descCriptive [anguage and Similes in our poems to Create a
really detailed image Of the fruit Or vegetable. After doing
d first draft Of our poems we discussed about how we
could make our poems stahd out even more and how we
could make them even more eye catching. We decided that adding pictures to
our poems and using colourful felt tip penhs meant that our work was really eye-Catching and Clear
for the reader. To develop and build our food preparation sKills we also spent g day preparing




potatoes ahd Carrots and cooking them in different ways. We had to Carefully

peel and then Chop up the potatoes and the Carrots ready to
| boil, Cook anhd roast. After cooking them we theh had a g0 at
trying them and compared which we liked and perhaps did
not and also explored some different ways in which we could
desCribe the taste, texture, smell and sight of the different
variations. e had a try Of raw Carrot, boiled Carrot and
roasted Carrot and also roast potato, jacket potato and
mashed potato. Jt was really tasty! Finally we planned what we
wanted to make £or our very own Creations choosing from a
fruit smoothie, fruit kebab, fruit salad or soup. After

deciding oh what we wanhted to make we then had to plah
out the different fruits and vegetables that we were going
t0 have but also think about the process and steps we would have to follow
in order to Create them. We then followed our planh and each made our
Creation, making sure that we were ready to prepare the f0od by washing our
hands and putting on an apron. We then had to Chop ahd peel our fruits for
the smoothie and then blend the soup. We had a fantastiC time Creating the
smoothies, fruit salads, fruit kebabs and soup ahd they all looked delicious!

Well donhe everyone fOr a fantastiC Start to the SChool Year! Remember to Visit
www.hallbankgate.org.uk regularly for more news and updates.

Have a restful half-term break!


http://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/

