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Housepoints total: Skiddaw 150  Helvellyn 109   Blencathra 96 

 

What a busy and exciting term we have had! Here are a few of our 

learning highlights... 

 

Class 3 First Aid training

Class 3 welcomed Debbie and Carl from Carlisle United Community 

Sports Trust. They spent a whole morning in school with us, where 

we learned how to deliver first aid. We found out about how to help 

people with wounds and bleeding, the recovery position, using a first 

aid kit and contacting the emergency services.  

 

School Learning Council Elections 

We held our School Learning Council Elections in 

September. Class 3 wrote their own manifestos about 

their values and skills, as well 

as their ideas about how to 

make our school an even better 

place to learn. 

 

Bikeability 

 

Some of us in Year 5 and 6 have been learning how to stay safe on our bikes, as part of 

Bikeability training with Cyclewise. Our instructors have been impressed with how safe we 

have been on the roads and how carefully and accurately we have followed instructions. We 

have been learning how to start and stop safely, how to make left and 

right turns, where we should position 

ourselves on the road (including when we are 

overtaking parked vehicles) and how to make 

safe U-turns. Thank you to School Governors 

Anne and Sarah who came along to help.  
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Harvest Festival  

 

On Friday 27
th

 September, School Learning Council 

decided that we should come to school in non-school 

uniform, in return for bringing in produce for the Harvest 

Festival. This year, we sang songs and hymns about our 

world and read prayers and poems. We also shared a 

short performance about Harvest and what it means, 

using the letters in this word to make words; share, rest, eat, have, save and starve. After the 

service, there was an auction of harvest produce: this year, non- perishable items were 

donated to Carlisle Key, a charity supporting 

young homeless in Carlisle, and money raised 

from the auction was split between the Bishop 

of Carlisle's Harvest for the Hungry Appeal 

(supporting farming development projects in 

Malawi and South Africa) and Farlam Parish 

Church. We all worked really hard and baked 17 

loaves of bread!  Thank you everyone for your 

generosity in donating produce and for your 

support on the evening- over half of the whole 

school attended! 

Class 3 News 

 

On Saturday 12th October, Tyler, Alex, Leisha, 

Elora, Lexi, Ashley, Bailey and Evan took part 

in a 6 a-side football tournament at William 

Howard School. We had a brilliant morning; 

winning 5 of our matches in addition to 1 

draw and 1 defeat. Due to the number of wins 

and our goal difference, we were lucky enough 

to be put through to the semi-final, where we 

re-played Castle Carrock (having already won 

a game against them earlier in the morning).  
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Library Bus 

 

Everyone enjoyed visiting the Library Bus this term.  We 

enjoyed hearing and choosing new stories! 

 

 

Friday 18th October- Parent Celebration Assembly 

 

On the last day of half term, we were lucky enough to be joined by so 

many parents and family members in our weekly celebration assembly. In 

Class 1, we performed our retelling of Handa's Surprise, complete with 

actions and excellent intonation and expression in our voices, in Class 2, 

we shared an engaging and exciting animal poem and in Class 3, we 

worked really hard to learn and perform The Tyger (by William Blake); 

trying really hard to express the intensity of the poem through our actions, timing, 

improvisation and choreography. After our assembly, all of our 

guests joined us in our classrooms to celebrate our amazing home-

learning projects! School Learning Council were keen to ask that 

parents and family members 

asked us questions about our 

projects and knowledge, to 

really show how much we 

have been learning.  

 

 

 

 

Talkin Tarn Cross Country 

 

On Friday 8
th

 November, Class 3 took part in the Talkin 

Tarn Cross Country. This year, we entered a mixed girls 

and boys race team, which meant that we had to run 

around the tarn, as well as through different areas of the 

woods. Everyone else ran around the tarn in the Fun Run. 

We all had such a lovely afternoon and really pushed 

ourselves to keep going, even when we were tired. 
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Visit to Farlam Church 

 

Class 2 and Class 3 had a brilliant walk to Farlam 

Church. On our way there, we comp[ared the seasonal 

changes and human and physical features of the 

landscape to build upon our geography learning, and 

we really enjoyed being able to apply our learning to 

our local environment. Some of us were lucky enough to 

spot a red squirrel! At the church, Reverend Johnsen showed 

us around each of the main areas (as well as explaining 

their main features and purpose), as well as pointing out 

signs, symbols and special objects in a Christian place of 

worship. We also shared a remembrance prayer at the War 

Memorial and thought about the sacrifice of those who lost 

their lives in conflicts around the world- particularly those 

from our local area. 

 

Armistice Day 

 

On Monday 11
th

 November, we all met in Class 3 to take part in a 2 minute 

silence. We demonstrated excellent empathy skills and were all very 

reflective about why it is important to remember those who lost their lives 

in conflict.  

 

Anti-bullying week- 15
th

 November 2019 

 

We have been celebrating all that is different and unique about 

ourselves as part of Anti-bullying Week! Not only did we wear odd 

socks on Tuesday to really show how different 

we all are, but we recapped what we already 

knew about bulling and keeping safe online, 

before applying this to a range of situations 

and scenarios. Well done to everyone for wearing odd socks! 
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Torchlight Procession 

 

On Friday 22
nd

 November, we held our annual Torchlight Procession! After a 

busy day of making pasties (cheese and onion and mince and onion!), we all 

met at the top of Crossgates Road, wrapped up in as many warm layers as 

possible! At just after 5:30pm, the Piper led us all back down the hill to the 

Village Hall, where we enjoyed a shared supper of soup, sausage sandwiches 

and the pasties we had made in school. It was lovely to see some old faces, 

extended family members and the local community at this event to remember the miners that 

worked in and around Hallbankgate. The bottle tombola was as popular as ever and raised lots 

of money for our school - thank you to everyone who came to school in non-uniform and 

brought in a bottle. This year, we raised £134.93 for our school- thank you everyone! A 

special thanks to the PFA, particularly Kate, Charlotte, Donna and their families, who cooked, 

baked, tidied up and organised an excellent community event. Also, thank you to everyone who 

donated to the Village Craft Fair - the PFA stall raised £138.30 towards school trips which is 

fantastic!  Thank you everyone for your support.  

 

Shared Learning Afternoon 

 

On Thursday 5
th

 December we were lucky enough to be 

joined by 24 parents and family members as part of 

our Shared Learning 

Afternoon. Stretching our 

planning and imagining 

learning muscles, our challenge was to work in groups to plan, design, 

test and create items to create our very own Story Sacks. We began the 

morning by planning out what we would like to include, how we 

could make each item (including drawing detailed plans and making 

prototypes to test different materials and ways of joining them) and the resources we would 

need to capitalise on. We really stretched our p[lanning 

muscle by thinking how 

we could overcome any 

obstacles we could see. In 

the afternoon, with our 

parents and family 

members, we set about 

creating our Story Sacks; 

using our plans and 

revising where necessary.  
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Visit to the Hindu Temple and Hancock Museum, Newcastle 

 

We all travelled to Newcastle to extend our knowledge and understanding 

of modern Britain, and in particular, religions and cultures that are less 

prevalent in our immediate locality.  

It was such an amazing opportunity to bring our RE 

learning to life and help us to understand and 

different religions and cultures. With our visit to Farlam Church in 

November, and our Synagogue and Mosque visit last 

year, we really are very lucky to be able to have 

such important learning experiences here at 

Hallbankgate.  

 

After a short bus journey, we arrived at our next destination: the 

Hancock Museum. After signing in, Class 3 

headed to our first activity: the Planetarium. 

We were so excited when we walked in and 

rushed to our seats- we couldn’t contain how 

excited and enthralled we were, with so 

many ‘Wow!’ comments and gasps as we 

journeyed through the solar system in search 

of life beyond Earth. Class 2 and Year 1 also 

watched this film and really enjoyed being immersed in the Planetarium, with the whole sky 

moving above our heads. In Nursery and Reception, we watched ‘Solar Quest’, a film all about 

the sun, and were mesmerized by the journey we went on. We all really enjoyed our learning 

experience at the Hancock Museum and asked if we could visit more museums next year! 

 

Community Carols and Cake Afternoon 

 

On Friday 13
th

 December, we all enjoyed an afternoon of Christmas Carols with parents and 

extended family members. We really enjoyed learning traditional Christmas carols and sharing 

these with everyone. We also baked Festive goodies (including biscuits and cakes) for our 

guests to enjoy. Thank you to everyone who attended and joined in with our singing! 
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Christmas Lunch 

 

On Wednesday 11
th

 December, we all really enjoyed our Christmas lunch! We were 

joined by Anne from the Governing Body and Reverend Johnsen, too. A huge thank 

you to Lisa for making our lunch and to the staff and Kate Jones for serving and 

clearing up! It was delicious!  

 

 

Christmas Party 

 

On Monday 16
th

 December, we had our 

Christmas party! We had singing and 

dancing, party games and a party tea! A 

to Freddy’s gran who baked 

us two delicious cakes! We were also joined 

by a very special visitor... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas performances 

 

A huge to everyone for their hard work and effort with our two Christmas 

performances! Class 1 and 2 perfomed Prickly Hay and Class 3 performed The Magical 

Christmas Jigsaw! Everyone worked so hard to learn and rehearse their lines, practise their 

songs and gather props and costumes!  
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Home-learning Projects 

 

The standard and range of home- learning projects 

this term has been outstanding! We have all really 

enjoyed sharing our learning at home and with 

other parents at our shared learning events. We 

have had such a range of projects: from PowerPoint presentations 

(complete with working hyperlinks, based on our in-class learning), 3d 

models, information booklets, maps and grid 

references, quizzes, real-life examples of rocks and 

fossils and even a three-course meal based on dishes from around the UK! 

The standard of home-learning projects is very high and we all love to see 

what each other has produced. We have been thinking carefully about how 

we can make our home-learning the best that it can be, too: from starting 

the project early and managing time carefully, to taking ownership of our 

projects to produce learning projects that are interesting 

and innovating, so that we are able to make further 

links to our learning in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


