
 

 December 2024 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 2
nd

 December: Sam, Ellie and Flynn 

  w/c 9
th

 December: Beth and Azalea 

  w/c 16
th

 December: Oscar, Amber, Charlotte 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 43     Helvellyn 28   Blencathra 36  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

We have been very busy in Class 1, getting in the Christmas spirit! We 

really enjoyed completing a Christmas picture hunt where Mrs Beesley 

had hidden pictures around the classroom! We had to find all the 

pictures on our treasure hunt list 

which was quite tricky. We have 

also been making stained glass 

windows, using our fine motor 

muscles to rip up different coloured tissue paper. We layered 

the tissue paper onto a piece of plastic and used glue to stick 

it down. Once it had dried, we peeled off the plastic and 

chose a template to create our stained glass window shape.  

 

In Reception, in phonics, we have been learning the new sounds ‘y y y yell out yes’ and ‘z z z 

zig and zag’. We have been learning how to form the different 

graphemes and practising forming our previous graphemes from 

Phase 2. In our phonics books, we have been independently reading 

the words yap, yes, zap and zig, too. Once we had read them, we 

practised writing them in our building frames. We have also been 

learning how to form sentences, starting every sentence with a 

capital letter and finishing our sentence with a full stop. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Reception, in maths, we have been looking at 

the different ways we can make 4 and 5. We 

played the game ‘4 or not 4?’ and, using our subitising skills, we had to 

look at the dot pattern and say ‘4’ if it was 4 and ‘not 4’ if it wasn’t. We used post it notes to 

make different patterns of 4, too, and we found that 3 and 1 make 4 and 2 and 2 make 4.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

We then used our new knowledge to 

show the different variations of 4 using 

squares to print the patterns. We 

repeated this for 5 and we found that 2 

and 3 make 5 and 1 and 4 make 5. We 

have also been looking at different 2d 

shapes and their properties: we found 

that a circle goes round and round and 

doesn’t have any corners, a triangle has 

3 corners and 3 sides and a square and rectangle both have 4 corners and 4 sides. 

 

In nursery phonics, we have been using musical instruments to create a rhythm. We sat in a 

circle and one person played a rhythm and the next person had to copy it. We have been 

practising our pencil control, too, and used mirrors to look at the different shapes on our face 

before we drew a self-portrait. We played ‘what’s the nursery rhyme?’ with Mrs Beesley as well, 

where we picked a card and finished saying the rhyme that Mrs Beesley had started.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths this week, we have consolidated our learning on ‘position’. Mrs Beesley used different 

position cards and asked us to use our positional vocabulary to describe the different positions. 

We have also been using our hands to show the numbers 1, 2 and 3. We practised counting, 

carefully pinching our fingers as we said the numbers out loud and have been super subitisers; 

rolling a dice up to 3, then using our eyes and maths knowledge to say how many dots were on 

the dice face. We have also been 

looking closely at Number Blocks 1 

and 2. When we looked at number 

1, we had to find what 

Numberblock 1 had 1 of: he had 1 

eye, 1 cube and 1 mouth. For 

number 2, we had to find what 

Numberblock 2 had 2 of: he had 2 

eyes, 2 arms and 2 legs. 
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In Talk for Writing we have become readers. In partners, we had 

to face each other and tell the story at the same time, as if we 

were looking in the mirrors. We changed our main character 

Baby Bear to a puppy and, instead of meeting an owl, our 

puppy met a buzzy bee. We performed our story with its new 

characters to our partners- it was great! To finish the week, we 

created our own story map with our new characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In PE we have been working on our throwing 

and catching skills. We had to stand in a line 

and pass the ball to the person next to us. It 

was tricky because we had to twist and turn 

our upper body to pass to the person next to 

us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 4
th

 December, we went on our school trip to Beamish. 

We started in the 1950’s town. It was very exciting because the 1950’s 

is within our living memory, so we will know people who lived in 

houses just like the ones at Beamish. We looked at how the houses 

were set up: we found that some of the houses didn’t have a toilet or 

a television! After, we looked around the toy shop - the toy trains 

were amazing.  
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Next, we went for our lunch at the Masonic Hall. Then 

Miss Moscrop told us that she had a surprise for us. 

Excitedly, we walked through the funfair all the way 

to Santa’s Grotto where we got to meet Santa. It was 

very magical.  

 

We then walked to the 1900’s town where we were 

given a shopping list: we had to find ingredients to 

make a packed lunch, a new outfit, a pan, chair and 

brush. In the 1900’s there wasn’t a big shop like Tesco’s but lots of little shops. We asked the 

different shop keepers where we could buy each item: we bought our outfit from the drapers, our 

pan, brush and chair from the hardware shop and our ingredients from the grocery shop. The 

shop keeper did say we should get our 

bread from the bakers because it would 

be much fresher.  

 

Finally, we visited the music teacher’s 

house who had a maid, before we went  

to the solicitors and the dentist. We got 

the tram all the way back to the entrance 

ready for home. It was a brilliant day! 

 

 

 

In science, we have been classifying animals into the correct species. We had to use our 

characteristic knowledge note so that we could ask the relevant questions to determine the 

species. For mammals, we checked if it was covered in skin, fur or hair and if it gave birth to 

live young.  We also learnt that not all animals have a backbone like us and we classify these 

animals as invertebrates. Animals with a backbone are vertebrates.  
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In PSHE we shared our interests and hobbies with our class. We sat in a circle and took turns to 

stand up and share our interest, if someone else shared the same interest they would stand up 

too. We found that we have a lot in common with each other.  

Finally , in DT we have been designing our celebration card and choosing our materials to make 

it. We have been working on making and putting 

together our celebration 

cards. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

 In Class 2, we have had a brilliant couple of weeks working on 

our final hot writes of 2024! Inspired by Gill Lewis and her book 

‘Willow Wildthing and the Swamp Monster’, we have all written our 

own tales of suspense where Willow and her new friends encounter 

something mysterious lurking in the swamp. Using all of the 

features that we have been learning about over the last few weeks, 

we made sure that our stories were the best 

that they could be and practised editing and 

improving our writing; making sure we 

spotted any missing punctuation or where 

would could add some interesting adjectives. 

Having finished our stories and shared our 

favourite bits on the Story-teller’s Stool, we wrote out our stories to send 

in the post to Gill Lewis herself. We really, really hope that she enjoys 

reading them!  

 

Over the last couple of weeks, have finished reading Willow and the 

Wildthing. We LOVED the ending of the story and were very surprised at 

all the twists and turns along the way. We have continued to stretch our 

understanding of the plot throughout our daily guided reading sessions 

and we have enjoyed reflecting on whether or not our earlier predictions 

were correct. To end the term, we have been exploring non-fiction texts in 

our guided reading; learning how to find and retrieve specific answers 

from the text.  
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In our maths learning in Year 3, we have been working on multiplication and division facts. We 

have been drawing arrays and making different groups as well as learning the commutative law 

where multiplications can be answered in either order. In Year 2, we have continued to learn all 

about shapes and, in Year 1, we have been practicing adding and subtracting using part-whole 

models and number lines. We have continued to practise our number-facts and times-tables, too, 

and have enjoyed challenging ourselves to recall these more quickly and with greater accuracy. 

 

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

We had such a lovely day out in Hexham last 

week. Our first stop took us to the library where 

we discovered the most amazing children's 

section. They had every book you could dream 

of, all our favourite authors and many of their 

latest books. Everyone enjoyed exploring the shelves and cosying up with a 

good book. Andrea, the librarian, talked to us a bit about how libraries 

work and we asked some brilliant questions.  

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

Afterwards, we had a walk through the park to the community centre 

to have our lunch before returning to The Queen's Hall to watch Jack 

and the Beanstalk. We absolutely loved the show. It was funny and 

amazing to watch just 3 actors play all the roles. Many of us were 

disappointed when it stopped for the interval and couldn't wait for it to 

start again. After, enjoying a little packet of sweet treats each, the 

second half wowed us with a snoring giant and a surprising plot 

twist.  

 

We've been doing some finishing off and bringing together of all 

our learning this week. Our DT project of building a vacuum 

cleaner from scratched is complete and we tested our designs 

out on some pencil shavings. We had a few technical difficulties 

and many of our vacuum cleaners could pick up tissue but not 

the shavings. This led to some 

interesting ideas about what we 

would need to do next in the design 

process to improve our designs so 

that they would pick them up 

successfully. We showed brilliant 

resilience when we encounter 

difficulties and showed a curiosity in 

thinking about solutions.  

 

 

We have also 

finished our hot writes. We've really 

enjoyed taking inspiration from Katherine 

Rundell's Rooftoppers and our stories are 

epic rooftop adventures with engaging 

setting descriptions and thoughtful 

character observations. We really are 

becoming excellent writers!  
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Poetry Club 

 

Poetry club finished the term on a high with an 

impressive performance of our Northern Lights poems. 

For weeks we have been working on different ways we 

can capture the incredible 

phenomenon in poem 

form - not an easy task! 

Poetry club came up trumps though with so many creative and 

beautiful poems, all read out brilliantly to the rest of the school.  

 

 

Christmas Music Performance 

 

We were delighted to be able to share and celebrate our 

music progress in an end-of-term musical concert. 

Supported by Ben Draper and his musicians from across 

our school, we performed songs, musical ensembles pieces and 

Christmas classics to parents and family members. It sounded 

great and there has clearly been lots of practising at home! 

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Christmas Party and a visit from Father Christmas! 

 

On Monday 16
th

 December, we all had a brilliant afternoon at 

our Christmas Party. This year, we were lucky enough to have 

so many Christmas games, expertly prepared by Mr 

Armstrong. From toppling towers of Christmas gifts to 

snowball dodgeball, the shrieks and squeals of delight filled 

the hall! After a little disco at break 

time, we heard jingle bells and were 

soon joined by Santa! He came ‘Ho-

Ho-Hallbankgate’-ing to the hall and handed out gifts to us all. It was 

a real treat! In return, we gave Father Christmas a gift and wished 

him luck on his up-coming busy evening! 

Thank you, Santa!  
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Christmas Carol Service 

 

On Wednesday 18
th

 and Thursday 19
th

 December, we were thrilled to have our school hall packed 

full of parents and family members as we performed our traditional Carol Service. With poems, 

readings, hymns and the traditional nativity tableau, we really enjoyed performing this to 

everyone and we hope that you all enjoyed watching it, too. We were delighted that so many 

people joined in with the traditional carols- thank you. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

We all enjoyed a very delicious Christmas lunch, last week! Lisa and her Christmas Elves did a 

fantastic job and we enjoyed tucking in to turkey and all the trimmings.  
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STEM Club 

We’ve had so much fun in STEM Club over the last few weeks, using the BBC Microbits to 

practise coding. Spending most of STEM Club with the lights off, we have been making the LEDs 

flash to spell out our names, flash to show pictures that we have created and even flash with 

random numbers to make a dice! We’ve also added sound and made some very interesting and 

exciting creations. It has been great to explore and learn through play and we have been able to 

de-bug our code when it hasn’t quite worked.  
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Reading at Hallbankgate  

WOW! Just look at how many books we have read on Accelerated Reader so far this 

term!  
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Christmas Raffle and TV Squares 

Huge thanks to all of the companies who have so kindly donated to our Christmas Raffle this 

year and to everyone who bought tickets. The raffle and TV Squares raised an incredible £337 

which will directly towards supporting school visits and trips! 

JVC 32” HD Smart LED TV 

      £10 Voucher 

  Golden ticket (admits a family of four) 

  Family Gift Card Freedom of the Lake Cruise 

  All Day Voucher (2 adults & 2 children) 

  2 tickets for The Jungle Book 

 2 Complimentary Day Tickets 

  One boat hire and family golf voucher 

   Personalised Christmas Cuddly Toy 

https://fusionparks.co.uk/
https://www.hop-skip-jump.com/
https://www.windermere-lakecruises.co.uk/
https://ravenglass-railway.co.uk/
https://www.theatrebythelake.com/
https://www.beamish.org.uk/
https://www.independentadventure.co.uk/talkin-adventures-cumbria
https://mblem-wear.co.uk/
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   Family Day pass (2 adults and 2 children) 

   Black Padded Gillet 

    £10 voucher 

 S&S Railhead Garage  Luxury M&S Christmas Chocolate Box 

  Free family induction (2 adults and 2 children) 

  Voucher for 10 scones to take away 

   £25 Voucher 

  Day entry pass for 2 adults and up to 4 children 

  Purchased a ticket for every child in the school  

 Heather Kirby  Handmade Luxury Christmas Cake 

https://www.pfk.co.uk/
https://www.pfk.co.uk/
https://www.maryportaquarium.co.uk/
https://www.lloyd.ltd.uk/
https://www.carrs-billington.com/
https://www.edenrockclimbing.com/
https://www.sallyswarwickbridge.co.uk/
https://thefleeceruleholme.com/
https://www.alnwickgarden.com/
https://www.pfk.co.uk/
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  2 course meal for 2 people 

  £20 Gift Voucher  

   Bottle of D’Aristi Xtaentun (Aniseed Rum) 

 Nicola Potts  Bayliss & Harding Luxury Gift Set 

  Free entry to Solway Aviation Museum for one family 

  2 tickets for a free visit 

   3 courses for 2 people 

  A mid-week round of golf voucher for a 4-ball 

 P & HM FERGUSON Motor Engineers   Prosecco/Wine Gift Pack 

  

  

https://www.phmferguson.co.uk/index.php
https://twicebrewedinn.co.uk/
https://howardarms.co.uk/
https://www.wraggmarkbell.co.uk/
https://www.solway-aviation-museum.co.uk/
https://www.brickstation.co.uk/
https://www.greenheadbrampton.co.uk/
https://www.bramptongolfclub.com/
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