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th
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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  57     Helvellyn  71     Blencathra  64  

 

We would like to say a huge thank you and well done to every single member of our 

school community- you have all worked so incredibly hard since returning to school and we 

are very, very proud of you! We hope you all enjoy a well-deserved rest over half term and 

we look forward to seeing you back in school on Monday 2
nd

 November. There are lots of 

things happening locally during the half-term break, have a look at the end of this newsletter 

to find out more. 

 

Class 1 News: 

Using our noticing and imitating skills, we created our own planet paintings 

this week! First, we looked at images of the different planets in our Solar 

System and discussed some of the colours and features 

linked to the different planets. We then worked 

collaboratively to choose colours for each of the planets 

and used sponges, cotton wool and cotton buds to add the colour and detail. 

It was really interesting to explore different techniques and the varying effects 

they created. Our planets look fantastic and are displayed 

proudly on our wall!  

 

We have also been learning about the first moon landing 

and some of the facts linked to this historic event. We 

watched footage of the first steps on the moon (as well as the shuttle 

launch) and listened to the audio detailing the 

famous phrase - 'it is one small step for man and one large 

leap for mankind'. We discussed what this phrase meant 

and how the astronauts would have felt throughout the 

experience. It was also really interesting to compare and contrast the quality of 

the footage from the 1960's with video and pictures today to identify how 

technology had changed and progressed.  

 

In Class 1, we have also been focusing on how we can take steps to protect and 

look after planet Earth during our assembly time. We discussed ideas for possible changes and 

independently identified that we should not be littering as it can be harmful for wildlife and 

sea life; that we need to be mindful of the numbers of trees we are cutting down due to their 

huge importance and the benefits of recycling. Interestingly, we also considered the positives of 

renewable energy and were able to make links to our learning about satellites. We identified 

that satellites use solar panels to provide them with energy yet 'if they used petrol, it would run 
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out really quickly and would damage our universe'. As a result of this learning, we have 

generated some ideas that we hope to share with the School Learning Council to make some 

positive changes across school...watch this space!  

 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

As part of our art lessons, we have been 

studying cave paintings which links to 

our history focus this half term. We 

stretched our noticing learning muscles to identify the intricate details 

within each cave painting so that we could imitate these to create our 

version. The materials we used for our pictures were; sketching pencils, 

paper, oil pastels and chalks. We used our fingers to smudge some of the illustrations to create 

the same effect as it would be in a cave. As a class, we discussed what sort of animals would 

be found in the Stone Age era and which pictures we might choose to sketch. We also watched 

an interesting video clip from Professor Brian Cox exploring a real life caves, where he found 

some cave paintings from the past.  We are really pleased with the final results of art learning. 

      

 This week in maths, we 

have been taking a closer look at subtraction and, more 

specifically, renaming.  We worked together to complete 

some very challenging renaming calculations and as part 

of our discussion, we noticed that if you do not have 

enough of one number then you have to exchange from the 

next column and carry it back over, renaming as you go. 

For an extra challenge, we tried to subtract from a number 

with a zero in the tens column and we discovered these 

were harder questions as they then had to rename and exchange from the hundreds column. 

We all really persevered with our maths this week and did not give up when things got quite 

difficult.  
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During our science learning this 

week, we have been researching 

Mr John Boyd Dunlop. We 

discovered that he was the first 

person to invent the pneumatic 

(inflatable) tyre. We learnt all 

about Mr Dunlop’s journey to 

inventing the tyre and why he 

came up with the idea in the first place. As a class, we 

came up with some great questions to research further and 

we started to make links between Mr Dunlop’s invention and 

other uses for the rubber. After finding out lots of facts 

about Mr Dunlop, we wrote some paragraphs about his life 

and we were really absorbed in our learning.  

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

This week, we were excited to find out the ending of our class text for this 

half term, Perry Angel’s Suitcase. We have been fascinated by the main 

character, Perry, and used the characterisation developed by the author to 

help us in our writing. As part of our literacy lessons, we 

stretched our making links learning muscle to develop our reading skills; 

answering questions linked to Vocabulary, Inference, making Predictions, 

Explaining the text, Retrieving quotes from the book to support our answers and 

Summarising what happened. This is known as the VIPERS 

reading technique.  

 

In other reading news, we are all so proud of how much 

progress we have been making with our Accelerated Reader comprehension 

quizzes. We are really enjoying reading new texts and challenging ourselves 

to recall more detail and information, so that we fully understand the plot 

and all the subtleties within it. We have also been reflecting on ourselves as a 

reader and we are looking forward to seeing how our reading journey 

changes over the coming weeks and months. Make sure you read to the 

end of the newsletter to find out about the Strive for Five reading 

challenge! 
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We have enjoyed reading so much that we have been creating book reviews to share 

and recommend stories and novels with everyone in our class, too. These are now 

on display in the corridor.  

 

 

In PE, we have been comparing the scores achieved in this fitness 

test, compared to those achieved in September. We have found that 

nearly every member of our class 

increased our BLEEP test scores, as well 

as the number of star jumps and 

burpees that we could do. Well done for 

increasing your fitness, Class 3!  

 

 

In our maths learning, we have been continuing to focus on 

calculation methods. In Year 6, we have really been stretching our persevering learning muscle 

by getting to grips with long division and, despite our initial feelings towards this new 

calculation method, we actually quite enjoyed meeting all these challenges! In Year 5 we have 

adding and subtracting with 1,000,000 and in Year 4, we have been continuing to learn new 

subtraction methods, renaming and solving problems to find the difference.  

 

In our final music lesson of this half term, we have 

been reflecting on all of the progress we have made, 

by each selecting and performing a piece of music to 

the rest of the class. As part of this learning challenge, 

we each chose our favourite piece and identified the 

musical notation present within it- for example, how 

many minims, crotchets or semibreves we could see 

(and would 

subsequently play!). As 

we each had the opportunity to listen to a live piece of music 

being performed, we each offered some peer feedback so that we 

know how can improve the next time that we play. We really 

impressed Miss Hutton with the range of pieces of music we 

played, as well as how accurately we played them! We cannot 

wait to learn the next piece of music! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

In Class 3 geography this week, we have finished our 

learning on The River Nile and the three main biomes 

related to it:  freshwater, savannah and desert. We 

explored maps of Africa and made links to our 

climate maps to infer what the climate would be like 

in the Sahara Desert and what this would mean for 

the ecosystem there. We then made links to our previous learning and built on our knowledge 

of physical features in different biomes and how this changes the animals and plants that 

can live there. We discussed all the adaptations animals and plants would need to survive in 

the desert, such as being nocturnal and storing their fat all in one place in their bodies. We 

finished this topic by creating a chronological report over a double page spread in our 

book... just like a real non-fiction book!  

 

In History, we have finished our overview of the earliest civilisations. We explored maps of 

where in the world these civilisations first developed and made links to our geography 

knowledge to reason why civilisations started in these places. We discussed how location 

and climate would affect a civilisation’s success and compared maps of each civilisation to 

notice what features might have led to the success of these early societies. We noticed that all 

of the civilisations were based along a river, with access to the coast. We then made 

suggestions to how these features would have benefitted these civilisations.  
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While Year 4 were learning about families and communities with 

Miss Simpson, we conducted a historical enquiry in Year 5 and 

6. We explored the artefact known as the Standard of Ur which 

dates back to the Ancient Sumerian civilisation that was based 

where Iraq is today. Using photos of the box as our primary 

source,  we worked together to generate questions and build a 

hypothesis about the box and what it could tell us about life in the ancient 

city of Ur. We stretched our questioning learning muscle and asked some 

really important questions, using clues from our primary source to gain a 

greater understanding of the artefact and 

the time period in which it was made. 

This continued to develop through the lesson as we asked, 

answered and refined more and more questions.  

 

 

Half-term hot chocolate! 

 

After working so hard this half term, we thought that 

everyone deserved a little treat! On Friday afternoon, we all enjoyed hot chocolate and 

marshmallows and some fruit. It was delicious! Well done everyone! 
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Strive for Five! 

 

After the half-term break, we will be launching our brand new reading challenge: Strive for 

Five! We are really excited to see how many children in our school can read 5 times through 

the week to a grown-up at home. We will share more details after half term, but in the 

meantime, can you read 5 times over the half-term break? 

 

 

Collective Worship  

 

As part of our Collective Worship this week, we 

have been thinking about how we can look after 

our planet. We found out that Comic Relief has 

announced that, from 2021, its red noses will be 

plastic-free for the first time. The new noses will 

be made from bagasse, a natural by-product of 

sugar cane, and take more than 18 months to 

create. We have been thinking carefully about the changes we can make in our homes and at 

school and how we can use our voice to stand up for what we believe in and make a positive 

difference in the world. What changes can you make at 

home, to help look after our planet? 

 

School Learning Council 

 

On Thursday, the School Learning 

Council met (albeit, socially 

distanced!) to discuss how the 

first half of the autumn term has 

been in each of our bubbles. We 

reflected on the things that have 

been positive, including: seeing our 

friends, quieter lunchtimes as we aren’t all in the hall together, 

getting back to our learning, completing lots of learning outside, achieving our Tweak of The 

Week challenges, our handwriting improvements and adding tokens to our kindness jars. We 

also talked about the things we would like to consider improving, including composting the 

leftover snack at break time, recycling more around our school, using the library and Reading 

Den more and having lots more Building Learning Power challenges.   
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Sports Learning and Wellbeing Council 

 

Like the School Learning Council, the Sports Learning and 

Wellbeing Council met to discuss how PE, sports and 

wellbeing has been developed this half term. Some of the 

positives included learning about ourselves and thinking 

about all of our strengths and positive characteristics, 

taking part in the Virtual Cumbria School Games, 

improving on our lap times and fitness scores in PE, 

using our new school water bottles to make sure we stay 

hydrated throughout the day and increasing our activity 

levels. Next term, the Sports Learning and Wellbeing Council will be introducing the new Active 

Mile challenge (to make sure we all stay nice and active, 

even when it is cold and wet outside) and will be 

surveying the whole school to see what new playtime 

equipment everyone would like.  

 

 

 

Well done to everyone on the School Learning Council and 

the Sports Learning and Wellbeing Council for making excellent decisions for our school! 
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Brampton Area Action Group have launched Brampton's first Affordable Food Hub in partnership with 
Carlisle Community Help, for those families who are on benefits or finding it difficult to make ends meet in 
the current climate and need a little additional help and support in order to ensure they have good 
nutritious food available. So if you have 
families on low income, benefits, or know of 
people who have recently lost their jobs, then 
Brampton’s Affordable Food Hub may be able 
to help reduce some of the financial burden. 
All orders are provided with free fruit and 
vegetables. 
Register with the Affordable Food Hub on 
www.carlislecommunityhelp.co.uk or contact 
S.H.I.N.E. Help Desk on 01697 927005 for 
more information. 
S.H.I.N.E. continues to provide emergency 
food parcels, including fruit and vegetables 
for anyone who is in need. 
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Brampton Area Action Group and S.H.I.N.E. (Support, Help in Nourishing Everyone)  

have again secured funding to provide activities and lunch provision for children over the half term period.  
The activities are 1 day camps for ages 5 - 18 years. 
 

BRAMPTON OCTOBER HALF TERM ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME 2020 

DATE TIMES DESCRIPTION AGEs LOCATION PROVIDER BOOKING 

CONTACTS 

COST* 

27 Oct 9.30am - 

3pm 

Talkin 

Adventures 

9-13 yrs Talkin Tarn Talkin 

Adventures 

01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

27 Oct 9.30am - 

3pm 

Talkin 

Adventures 

13-18 yrs Talkin Tarn Talkin 

Adventures 

01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

28 Oct 9am - 3pm Multisports 5-13 yrs William Howard 

School 

Multi Sports 01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

29 Oct 9am - 3pm Multisports 5-13 yrs William Howard 

School 

Multi Sports 01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

30 Oct 9.30am - 

3pm 

Talkin 

Adventures 

9-13 yrs Talkin Tarn Talkin 

Adventures 

01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

30 Oct 9.30am - 

3pm 

Talkin 

Adventures 

13-18 yrs Talkin Tarn Talkin 

Adventures 

01697 927006 £4.00 per child 

*Cost will be capped at £10 per family and includes lunch. So a family with three children or more will pay 

no more than £10 per camp. 
 

Talkin Tarn Camps are limited to 8 children/young adults per 'bubble' with a total of 16 children/young adults 
Multi Sports Camps at William Howard are a maximum of 45 children per day in bubbles of 15 
Due to the COVID 19 restrictions places on each camp will be restricted to one camp per child, so that as many 
children have the opportunity to take part as possible. If there are spaces available in camps then we will look (in 
discussion with the providers and in line with Government Guidelines) to allow children to partake in more than one 
camp to ensure all places are filled.  
Payment will be taken by the providers.  Talkin Tarn requests card payment and Multi Sports requests payment in 
cash. 
Multi Sports and Talkin Adventures are fully insured for any injury sustained (not from the sport/activity) by an 
attendee at the event as a result of negligence. There is no cover in place for children if they are to sustain injury 
during any sporting activity.  Places are limited on a first come first served basis. In the event of withdrawal from a 
place on a camp, refunds will not be available.  Multi Sports and Talkin Adventure camps retain the right to offer 
alternatives for under-subscribed courses or cancel their camps. By booking you give permission for Multi Sports and 
Talkin Adventures the option to take photographs of your child(ren) whilst at the Multi Sports or Talkin Adventure 
camps.  These photos will be used for promotion on the Multi Sports and Independent Adventure website and on 
social media. If you wish for photographs not to be taken or used for promotion, please contact the SHINE Help Desk 
stating this . 
 
SHINE collects and uses personal information only for the purpose of booking onto these events and in accordance with 
applicable Data Protection and Privacy laws, including the Data Protection Act 1998 and the General Data Protection 
Regulation.  
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