
Spring Half Term 1 - 2017 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 
 

What a busy half term we have had! Here is a round-up of just some of the exciting learning we have been doing. 

 

In maths this half term we have been getting to grips with 

fantastic fractions! Year 1 and 2 children have been learning 

about recognising halves, quarters and thirds and using this 

knowledge to find fractions of amounts and groups of objects.  In 

year 3 and 4 we have also been recognising fractions, finding 

equivalent fractions and adding fractions with the same and different 

denominators- in year 4 we have extended our learning by working out fraction 

and decimal equivalents. In year 5 and 6 we have been converting improper 

fractions to mixed numbers; using this knowledge to add and subtract. In year 6 

we have been multiplying fractions; choosing the most efficient method to ensure 

the fraction is cancelled into its simplest form.  

 

In Class 1 we have all gained our ruler licences! To help us remember 

what to do and how to use the ruler correctly, we wrote a song to the 

tune of ‘Let it go’! We were set the challenge of measuring different 

objects accurately and had to compare them using the signs <    >    and   

=.   We have also been using non-standard units of measurements (such 

as multilink cubes) and even used our 

bodies to measure different things! In 

Reception, Nora the Noticing Newt set a challenge where we 

had to use a ruler carefully too!  

 

In our topic lessons in Class 1, we have been learning all about 

World War II. Our first persevering challenge was to create an 

Anderson Shelter using photographs to help us. Everyone 

worked together and we 

needed very little help from 

our teachers- we planned 

what we were going to do 

and which resources we 

would need. We think you’ll agree that they are very realistic! When Class 2 were 

on their trip to Dove Cottage, we had a whole World War II themed day and we 

had to work under the tables every time the air raid siren went off!  We wrote 

instructions on what to do in an air raid as we thought that the instructions 

available at the time weren’t very child friendly and a little bit scary. We have also 

stretched our empathy learning muscle by stepping into the shoes of an evacuee. 

We wrote letters to send home to our families and described what life as an 



 
 

evacuee was like. We made links 

to our maths learning by making 

cuboids for a gas mask box and 

used the timeline in the hall to 

work out how long ago World War II actually was.   

 

 

On the 7th February it was Safer Internet Day and we all worked really hard to learn how we can be safe when using 

the internet.  In Class 2, we stretched our collaboration learning muscle by working together to create stop-motion 

animation of how to be safe on the 

internet. Each group had a different 

scenario to act out- from a child wanting 

to look at videos on YouTube without 

asking their parents, to seeing something 

on the internet that made a child worried. 

We had to think of the best advice to give 

in each solution.  A big thank you to the Digital Leaders from Castle Carrock School who came in to talk to us about 

being safe on the internet, too.  

 

In Class 1 science, we have been making links to our maths learning and have used Venn and Carroll Diagrams to sort 

out different materials.  We looked carefully at the different properties and created our own criteria, before sorting 

out different objects. 

In Class 2 science, we have been learning about different states of matter and how solids, 

liquids and gases behave. We investigated that some small solids can behave like liquids and 

then created an investigation to test the viscosity of a range of liquids. We used timers to 

work out how long it took for the same amount of liquid to travel down a slope- the golden 

syrup took over 45 minutes to make it to the bottom of the slope!  

We have had two football competitions this term at The 

Sands Centre in Carlisle. Both teams collaborated and 

persevered; talking tactics and revising 

their strategy to play to the best of 

their ability. Thank you to Mr Davidson 

for his coaching. 

 

 

 

In class 2 topic lessons, we have analysed the data gathered from our 

local area surveys and have presented this information in a range of ways. It was interesting to see which modes of 

transport and types of homes were most popular, as well as where people do most of their shopping; with the Hub 

proving quite popular. The tapestry we created last term is now framed and it will hopefully be off to the Hub at the 

start of next half term.  



 
 

A huge thank you to Mrs Lingard and Hugh McCorry for teaching us all about Mindfulness in Class 

2. We have really enjoyed learning about how we can stop ourselves feeling wobbly.  

 

We have had lots of assemblies this term- some with Rachel and Reverend 

Johnsen, Makaton assemblies and weekly assemblies about British Values. We 

also had a British Values assembly with Gripping Yarns, where we listened and 

watched stories about respect, valuing other opinions and how societies are made 

up of all different types of people.  

 

In Class 2 literacy lessons, we have been really busy. The term started off with 

some deep thinking, questioning and debating 

as we decided whether or not CCTV should be 

used around school to monitor behaviour and 

bullying. We presented our thinking in balanced 

arguments, making sure we were not biased and 

explained and gave examples for every point we 

made. After considering both sides of the 

argument equally and listening to each 

other’s arguments we were unanimous in 

deciding that CCTV could cause more harm than it did good and therefore, 

should not be used in this way. On Wednesday 1st February we were lucky 

enough to go on a visit to Dove Cottage, the home of William Wordsworth, in 

Grasmere and we attended a poetry workshop run by the Wordsworth Trust. 

The day was fascinating and we really got to 

explore the old cottage using our senses to 

create our own poems which will be turned into a 

book over the half term holiday. Before we went 

on the trip, we all learned a bit more about 

William Wordsworth, as well as learning his 

famous poem ‘Daffodils’ off by heart and 

performing it as a class. We have also used 

Wordsworth’s poem ‘Lucy Gray’ as inspiration for our own mysterious and spooky 

stories, following the emotions of the poem to map our stories – creating mystery 

and suspense. We have been exploring perseverance in our writing and why we write, creating new stuck prompts and 

thinking about what makes us get stuck in the first place. This is really helping us maintain focus and motivation when 

writing longer pieces of writing.  

In Class 1 literacy lessons, we have been learning how to write really interesting stories. We have explored the five 

main parts of a story: the opening, the build-up, the dilemma, the resolution and the ending. For each part we have 

looked at and read lots of examples, worked together to create a class story and have written our own stories full of 

interesting details to add to our Class 1 Storybook. In Year One we have continued to work hard on our phonics, 

learning new phonemes and applying them in writing and reading. In Year Two we have been working hard on our 

reading and grammar, exploring different types of words and using text to answer comprehension questions 

accurately.   



 
 

 

 

Early Years  

We have had a great start 

to 2017 in Early Years! We have been doing lots of active learning both 

indoors and outdoors and have been very busy in our maths and 

phonics learning. 

In Reception in phonics, we have been reinforcing our knowledge of 

digraphs and trigraphs and the sounds they make and the letters 

needed to form the sounds. We have been doing lots of writing and 

have been working on developing our cursive letter formation when 

writing. During phonics activities we have also been challenging 

ourselves to read trickier sentences but also accurately segment the 

sounds in words in order to form them. We also had a go at each 

designing and forming a sentence about a vehicle in which we 

generated some fantastic ideas and designs, and which were all 

individual and different. We had to carefully segment the sounds in 

the words in order to form the words in our sentence and we used 

our knowledge of tricky words to support us as well.  

In Nursery in phonics we have been developing our knowledge of 

sounds and how we can change sounds in different ways. We have 

also been linking animals to the different sounds that they make and have been 

imitating the sounds ourselves. As we have been learning about the animals we 

have also been learning the Makaton signs and we are able to sign and create the 

sounds for a range of different animals.  

In maths in Reception, we have been looking at different 2D and 3D shapes and some 

of the different properties of the shapes. We went on shape hunts and created some 

of our own 2D and 3D shapes whilst using and reinforcing our knowledge and 

understanding of the mathematical vocabulary based around shape. We have also 

started looking at addition and forming and solving addition 

calculations. We have been using objects and numicon 

pieces to support our counting and accuracy when adding 

numbers of objects together.  

In maths in Nursery, we have been practising our counting 

and counting out numbers of objects accurately from a 

larger group. We really enjoyed using the dice to determine how many 

objects we needed to count out and then checked them together. In 

maths, we have also been looking at some different 2D shapes and had a 

great time printing shape outlines using paint and creating repeating 

patterns.  



 
 

In Early Years we also collaborated to 

generate some stuck strategies based on 

the Building Learning Power characters we 

use. We discussed how each character 

may be able to support us and we are 

going to use these strategies if we come 

across challenges or difficulties in our 

learning to help support us through.   

 

Class 1 Child-Initiated  

On a Friday in Class 1 we have been looking at different homes from around the 

world and exploring how they are similar to or different from our own home, but 

also how they are adapted to the environment and climate in which they are 

situated. We have researched about different homes from around the world and 

have created fact files about different homes and how they are created. We also 

looked at some different animal habitats and how they are 

adapted to different climates and to protect themselves 

from other predators. We have constructed our own homes 

and structures using construction materials like Duplo and 

have experimented with different strategies to make the 

structure stronger. We were also challenged to create our 

own dens using materials in our learning environment and 

they looked great when they were finished. We are also 

starting to explore hinges and fastening to discover the most 

effective way in which to create doors and windows in card 

structures.  

We have now started researching, designing, planning and 

creating our own home. Working in groups, we are 

designing a personalised home from around the world and 

are then constructing our homes using predominantly wood and cardboard. 

We are carefully exploring different ways in which to use the materials to 

build our homes including using saws to cut the wood. We cannot wait to 

see the finished product next term!  

Have a lovely half-term break! 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday 17th February- End of term 

Tuesday 21st February- Holiday Play Scheme 1:30-3pm 

Monday 27th February- First day of term 


