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Class 2 was lucky enough to be Visited by Marc and Mark (from Haltwhistle

Filtn Project) who taught us all the basiCs of coding using new software Sonic
Pi and Scratch. This saw the Classroom trahsformed into a computer hub,
full of electroniC musicC and Clever animations. Class 2 showed excellent

= COllabOration sKills and worked in groups to figure out the codes ahd Create
’ S hew sounds and effects. We had to make links to literaCy and maths Carefully

> ! 3 s the computer could only unhderstand humbers and words which were used

and spelt correcCtly. [LoOk out oh our website for a film Of our computing learning...
www.hallbankgate.org.uk

Class 1 has been using the SCratCh software to tell a Character (Called a Sprite)

1 how to move using code. We have been making (0ts of links to the maths learning

| by using our knowledge of left and right turns, half turns and Guarter turns as well
as stretChing our reasoning muscle when explaining why the Sprite on SCratCh
moved ih an unexpected way! To understand how important it is to inClude all of
the code instructions, everyone wrote
instructions for getting to a Certain place in the
Classroom; plahning and revising where they
were going, how they were getting there and
how mahy steps they needed to take. Class 1 has
also been using the computers to Create bar
Charts in Desigh Technology and pracCtising how
t0 add data ahd print work.

In Design Technhology the children in Class 1 have been trahsformed into
inventors! e have been challenged with desighing and making a vehicCle that
not only has moving wheels and working lights, but is also strong enough to be
played with. We have been investigating what makes joins and structures
strong, as well as evaluating existing toy vehicles. Everyone has been making
links to maths learhing by measuring vehicles, then measuring ahd cutting the
wooden dowels so that the wheels are just the right size.

Following Class 2’s successful desigh and making of Cam toys last term, we are how stretChing our
‘Collaboration’ and ‘making links’ learhing muscles to work together to Create a Mayah Civilisation. Everyone
has a role to play- from desighers and builders to web-desighers ahd managers, with the group aim of
making ah aCCurate representation of a Civilisation. This Challenge has humerous links to literacy, with all
children working onh persuasive pieces of Writing to persuade people to settle in their Civilisation, links to
maths in the desighing of buildings using hets of shapes, area and perimeter and links to topiC by
researching and using our knowledge of the MayYa people aCcCurately.

Class 1 has been learning about sound and light in sCience. We have been making links to our khowledge
from outside of sChool; finding and sharing examples ahd types of hatural and mah-made light sources, as
well as how to stay Safe in the dark and near roads when earning about reflective materials. We have been
collaborating to desigh Barnaby Bear a reflective Coat SO that he Can stay Safe on his adventures too!

The children in Class 2 have been continuing to |earh about their bodies: from learhing how the digestive
system and the heart works, to the functions and types of teeth. e have stretChed our questioning


http://www.hallbankgate.org.uk/

muscle to delve beneath the surface and ask questions such as, ‘UWhat happbens if You eat too many sugary
Foods? and ‘Uhat happens in your digestive system when you have an upset stomach?’ We have been trying
t0 imagine what life is like as a teenhager, adult and elderly person; desCribing the changes in the human life
CycCle.

Class 1 has been extremely busy in maths lessons. Not only have
we been completing our own learhing, but we have been helping
Orla learh about maths too, by helping her overcome the maths
difficulties she’s been having. Class 1 work together with Rex
the Reasoning Racoon to explainh and prove to Orla why or how
she isnt quite right, or what she Can do to solve a problem. She
has had so mar»' Challenges that she how has her own maths book! Class 1 has also been
learning all about 2d and 3d shapes; making models, haming and finding the edges, faces
and vertices and writing a version of ‘[yfe’re Going on a Shape Hunt’to find a range of 2d shapes! We have
also been |earhing about position anhd leeCthD Fmdmg and using co-ordinates to make treasure maps.

Class 2 is u)orkmg towards becoming Maths MaSters' In order to stretcCh and challenge thmkmg and
reasoning in maths, we have started to solve problems that require us to think g little bit deeper or prove
B ‘ A nla dTh the answer mathematically, with some responses filling up eight post-it

15 i = Ll ' hotes! Year 3 and ¢ have been having fun with fractions; finding
! P T ~ fractions Of amounts (Such as 3/8 of 2¢4), fractions of shapes and
T equivalent fractions. Year 5 and 6 have been getting to grips with
protraCtors; using them to measure and draw angles, finding missing
angles of shapes and using kKnowledge of interior angles ahd properties
Of shapes to draw accurately. All Children have been learhing about
StatistiCs too: reading and interpreting bar Charts, line graphs, pie Charts
and pictograms, as well as thinking a bit deeper, answering questions to further stretCh their reasoning
muscCle such as, ‘What would the bar chart [00K [ike if the data had been collected in Summer?’

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 made pahCakes for everyone on Shrove Tuesday. Nursey and
TReception made sure they were filling their containers up to the top and Year 1 ahd 2 were using scales and
measuring jugs to weigh the ingredients acCcurately. They were delicious!

In our Makaton assemblies we have been [earnhing |Oots Oof hew
signs, as well as beginning to put together sentences to
commubnicate different information. We have also been
learhing how to finger-spell our hames and initials.




Literacy This Half Term...

The children in Class 1 have been exploring “The ITron Man’ by Ted Hughes. We have Ted HtheS
had a ot Of funh Creating giaht story maps, desCribing what Ironh Manh [00KsS like ahd ' “
even making Iron Manh music. Ohe Showy morning, Jron Mah even Visited us, [eaving the rO

his footsteps in the show on the playground. This prompted us to use our
imaginationh and go on an Iroh Mah hunt; [0oKing all over the sChool grounds for
Clues, like broken machinery or glowing eyes. To
persuade Jron Mah to Stop eating everyone’s
metal things, we all wrote him letters and
desighed a menu Of tasty SCrap metal treats for
him to eat instead. (Jsing all these ideas, Class 1
has worked really hard t0 become story experts; hotiCing and imitating
the structure of “The Ironh Mah’ to Write their own excellent stories.

Class Two started Off the tertn by Choosing a poem to |earh Off by
heart. Everyone chose a great poem and worked hard to hot just
remember the words, but to perform it to ensure its meaning was
properly conveyed. We worked in groups and pairs to listen to each
other anhd give constructive feedbaCk to help each other improve.
The rest of the half term has been filled with the exploration of
adventure stories. We worked on ways to build suspense in a story, before
putting it into pracCtise by writing stories for the BBC 500 words competition.
Weve had Class 2 children working on stories first thing in the morning, at
break times and [unchtimes. Some Children have even written extra stories at
1 home! Class 2 also had a very pracCtiCal lessonh where we all learhed how to
mend a puncCture ahd wrote instructions so others could learh too.

This half term also sees the end of our Class
reading challenge, all points from which will be added up over half term and
the grand prize winnher Will be revealed at the start of hext half term. This
competition has seen reading take on a life of its own in Class 2, with book
reviews being written, parents’ childhood books being read and poems shared.
There will be a hew Challenge set after half term, SO WatCh this space! Finally,
Class 2 has ended this half term exploring and writing Haiku poems. It’s
surprisingly difficult to keep to a set number Of syllables, but the children have triumphed with their
imaginative and origihal ideas.

)
| balance in different ways. We have been using a range of I
.~ apparatus and have had to collaborate to Create gymnastic
4y routines. In our final PE lessonh of the term we did (0tS of
Disney themed dancing with help from a specCial Visitor!

z A : ] In PE Class 1 has been learning how to move, travel and

Class 2 has been using apparatus to Work together to
Create floor routines, combining a range of balances and
jumps.




Following on from our Kings and Queens topicC last term Class 2 has been making links between how Mayan
societies were struCtured compared to Anglo-Saxon Britain and how this Changed throughout history. We
are how busy plahning independent research projects to find out about different aspects of Maya ||Fe
including customs and beliefs, food ahd farming, sport and leisure,
fashion and class structure. e are making good use of our learhing
muscCles; focussing this term on Capitalising, plahning and revising and
perseverahce. Each working group is planhing to present their learhing
in different ways, ranging from making books to Creating animations. We
ook forward to |earning all about the Maya from them. We are also
taking on the role of jourhalist ahd are plahnhing anhd writing hewsworthy
articles about the ancient Maya; featuring some of their greatest
discoveries and the mystery of the Collapse of the Civilisation.

Class 1 has been learning about the different Climates in North AmeriCa and exploring the different
landscapes and wildlife that Canh be found there. The Children are also Challenging
themselves to learh the hames and identify the different continents and oceans
around the World. The children are also |earhing about great explorers and are
finding out about the lives of Christopher Columbus and Neil
Armstrong. They are busy planhing their own expeditions to
the AntarctiC and areas of AmeriCa, with the help of Pablo the
Planning Panda and Rita the ReVising Rabbit, researching the
envirohments and thinking about all of the things that they will
heed to take and organise, ahd what they will do oncCe they are there.

In Child Initiated the children in Class 1 have been working hard and persevering to complete their model
castles which they started last term. We have collaborated in small groups to
Create Castles which show the different features Of Castles which we learnhed
about after visiting Carlisle Castle and Muncaster Castle last term. The children
in Class 2 have also been Creating paintings of the Bayeux Tapestry, hotiCing
Stall detail and reCreating their own Creative versions of sections of the
tapestry. Both Classes
are how |0oKing forward to focussing their artistiC
SKills oh Creating different sculptures and exploring
the work of famous architects and designers.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! TFillming is how underway with Haltwhistle Film Project
t0 make our Very own documentary about our SChool’s approach to learhing. We are
looKing forward to hosting a showcase day in March to share our approach with other
schools from around the country. We were delighted to welcome baCk some ex-pupils
from William Howard, who Kindly gave up their INSET day to come in anhd support us
with our documentary filming. They did us proud reflecting on their time here as learhers and how it still
impacCts upon them.

A HUGE WELL DONE to the members of our 5 a-side football teatm who took part in the Sands Centre
Small School’s tournament. Despite some Very Challenging matches our team showed determination,
resilience and fantastiC sporting behaviour.



It’s hot a sentence that we ever expected to hear ourselves say, but everyone is very
Jealous of the boys’ toilets at the moment! They have recently received a lonhg awaited
refurbishment, drawing once more upon the talented sKills of Mr Davidson and the
imagination and planning sKills of the boys in Class 2. Some of them even got to lend a
hand with the building work, [earning new skills and applying existing mathematical
knowledge. A BIG WELL DONE and THANK YOU to Mr Davidson for all of his hard
work ahd to the boys for their ideas and superVisory roles throughout the building
project. There are some budding building inspeCtors in the making amongst us!

Early Years

We have been developing our khowledge and understanding of space in Early Years
this half term. We had a fanhtastiC time developing our noticing skills whenh Creating
planet pictures. We used sponges and balloons, Chalk and Crayons to Create our
brilliant planets! We had to Carefully hotiCe the colours and patterhs oh each
planet in order to recreate them realistically.

We also went on our very own space adventure in which we
imagined that we were travelling to the moon in a space rocket! Jt
was great funh ahd we even Created footprints on the moon by = g .
walking in our space boots through paint. We all took on different @i gy
roles in the spaCe rocket inCluding being a part of mission contro| ?ﬁ{ e
t0 traCk the jourhey of the rocket ahd control it. This was brilliant for

developing our imagining and Creativity SKills alongside our Knowledge of space travel.

We have been doing |ots Of fahtastiC outdoor learning too and have had
the opportuhity to explore iCe ahd show, WhiCh was great fun! e have
also been developing our knowledge of height and measurement in the
outdoor area and in maths.

Reception has been working really hard in phoniCs to practise segmenting
and blending skills. e have also been [earhing |0ts Of hew sounhds. Nursery
has started |earnhing the sounds s and a in phonicCs alongside the
development of our Khowledge of souhds ahd how they Can be Changed. In
Early Years we have also been undertaking a different mark making activity
every morning to develop our fine motor control and letter formation. e
have explored moon dust, jelly, paint, flour ahd Chalk to hame just a few!

In Maths (with Reception) we have been extending our humber khowledge and
recognition of numbers to 20 ahd beginhing to work on addition. e Created
the most fantastiC space humber lines! Nursery has been developing number
Knowledge to 10 and ordering humbers from 0-10 confidently. e have also
been practising humber formation and we really enjoyed forming numbers in
chalk outside.
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