
Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 

 

Week Beginning 22nd February 2016   

 

In Class 1 we have been focussing our maths learning on addition methods, with many children 
challenging themselves to move away from numberlines and towards partitioning. The children in 
Year 2 were extremely surprised that our answers were often over 100 and we used the displays 
on the board to revise our method and plan what to do next. We became mathematical story 
writers too; creating our own addition word problems and writing the solutions using the method 
we had practised. We have also been on addition treasure hunts (practising these addition 
methods and recognition of capital letters) and have helped Orla solve more of her maths 
problems; stretching our reasoning muscles to really make sure Orla understood.  

 
Marc and Vicki from Haltwhistle Film Project have been in our lessons this week too! They have 
recorded us in a variety of lessons; asking lots of questions and looking at our learning 
challenges. They interviewed the teachers, governors, some parents and lots of children to find 
out about how we learn here at Hallbankgate School. 

 

In Year 5 and 6 we have been learning about co-ordinates in all 
four quadrants this week; drawing shapes, finding the co-ordinates 
of objects and translating shapes into different positions. In Year 3 
and 4 we have been making lots of links in our learning; learning 
about tenths and how they can be written as decimals and as 
fractions. The children in Year 3 have been recording decimals 
numbers in a measurement challenge and year 4 have been 
partitioning numbers to 2 decimals places.  

 

 

 



In Class 2 we have continued to stretch our reasoning muscle 
this week on our journey to become Maths Masters! We have 
been solving problems 
independently before 
reasoning and proving why 
our answer is accurate, 
efficient and complete. 

After sharing all the methods, each group have had to agree on 
one method and one answer only: providing rules, methods and 
number facts that helped them to solve the problem. Mark and 
Vicki were very impressed at how the children used this to 
learn from each other and get to grips with some tricky concepts.  

 
In science, class 1 are becoming authors! We have been set the challenge of writing our own book 
that explains light and sound to the children in Reception and Nursery. We have planned how we 
are going to complete it; making sure we include all the features of non-fictions texts, and have 
started to write down our knowledge about light and sound.  

 
In literacy this week Class 1 has been getting to know this half term’s book 
‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’. We have been stretching our 
questioning muscles to ask questions about 
the book, having looked for clues from the 
cover, title and blurb. We are focusing on 
non-fiction writing this half term and have 
been writing a glossary for ‘The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch’. This involved some really 
careful listening by the class to identify new 

words from the story. Year 2 had a go at using dictionaries to find 
out what the new words meant, whilst Year 1 focussed on putting 
the words in alphabetical order. Year 2 quickly found that some of 
the words we were looking for were not in the dictionaries so we 
revised our plans and looked for clues in the text and pictures of 

the book to come up with our own definitions.  

 

In Class 2 we started off the week by putting the finishing touches to 
our Haiku. These are now on display in the hall showing the writing 
process that we went through to publish our poems. Please have a look 
and enjoy reading our great Haiku if you get the chance.  

 

 



The rest of the week has seen some fabulous discussion about 
Class 2’s favourite books. Everyone brought in their favourite 
books and have shared as well as listened carefully to others’ 
recommendations and critiques. In Class 2 we are in the process 
of putting all of these together into book reviews which will be 
on display in the corridor reading area soon.  

 
In Early Years we have been focusing on subtracting in our Maths in 
Reception. We had a fantastic time subtracting using dog biscuits and toy 
dogs to help develop our understanding of 
subtraction! In Nursery we have been 
extending our number knowledge to ten 
and beginning to extend beyond 10. We 
have been practising our number 
formation creating our very own number 
lines and doing lots of fun and active 
counting and grouping activities.  

 
In phonics we have been learning the sound, name and action for ‘t’ in Nursery. We have been 
differentiating between objects that begin with ‘t’ and those that begin with ‘s’ and ‘a’, which are 

the new sounds we have been learning recently too! The children are 
doing a fantastic job learning our new sounds 
and we are looking forward to learning some 
more. In Reception we have been learning lots 
of new sounds too and all about digraphs and 
trigraphs in phonics. We have also been 
developing our segmenting and blending skills 
and have been doing some fantastic writing 
about what we enjoyed doing in the holidays.  
We have also had a great time exploring 

different mark making opportunities such as forming patterns and 
letters in PVA glue, painting our names and writing using chalk!  

We also explored gravity linking to our focus of space! We dropped 
balloons filled with paint to explore what happened. We discussed the pull of gravity and it was 
fantastic to then see it in action in a fun way! Unfortunately the balloons didn’t pop to create a 
mix of colours on the paper but it was still good fun! 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of the parents who joined us on Friday to find out what learning 
looks like here at Hallbankgate. With cameras filming their every move, all the parents took part 
in lessons taught by Miss Maleney and Miss Hutton. At the end of the lesson, Class 2 children 
gave the parents feedback on the learning muscles they had demonstrated. Parents commented 
on how the learning challenges provided here give the children the opportunity to learn skills 
needed for life, not just school, and how good it was to experience parts of the school day. 



Week Beginning 29nd February 2016  

 

This week in Class 1 we have been challenging ourselves to find missing 
numbers in number sentences! We thought it was very tricky at first but 
once we had made links to our fact families and the inverse operation, we 
were able to solve them and make some up for our friends. Year 2 
practised solving and finding all possibilities by logically listing all the 
possibilities which Rex the Reasoning Racoon was really impressed with! 

 

In Year 5 and 6 we have been learning how to reflect shapes across different mirror lines this 
week, including across the x and y axis. We discussed how we 
could make links to our knowledge of co-ordinates and 
translation to help us, as well as choosing to capitalise on 

resources such as mirrors, 
independently. The children in 
Year 3 have started learning all 
about perimeter and Year 4 
children have continued to 
make links between tenths and hundredths to money and 
measures.  

 

Class 2’s Maths Mastery challenges have promoted lots of discussion 
about the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of our maths learning this week- not just the 

answer. There have been lots of 
discussions about the most efficient 
method and many children asking 
‘what if….?’ Seth found one challenge 
particularly interesting and came up 
with his own conjecture that he solved during break time!  

 

Class 1 has been helping 
Orla again this week and her maths book is nearly full! She 
has been asking questions about the position and direction 
of shapes and we made links to our knowledge of left and 
right and fractions when we were explaining how she should 
solve it. Leisha and Alex quickly worked out that there was 
more than one answer to this problem, depending on which 
way you first turned.  



In Class 1 we have completed our Design and Technology 
challenge. Everyone has successfully designed and made 
a moving vehicle; attaching wheels and a string so that it 
can be pulled along. The original plan was to add lights to 
our cars, however the children decided that rather than 
cut holes in their toys to house the lights and the 
batteries and wires, they could make something else light 
up instead. So, the next few weeks will be spent making 
lighthouses to link in with their literacy learning. 
Excellent revising skills Class 1! 

 

In Class 2 we are continuing to work together on our Mayan Civilisation Challenge! We have all 
finalised our plans and have started to construct and build- making links to nets of 3D shapes, 
measuring and joining different materials. We have been reflecting on our capitalising skills 
throughout and are making some thoughtful choices about the resources and skills that we can 
capitalise on to make sure our civilisation is as accurate as it can be. 

 

In Class 1’s Literacy lessons this week we have been 
learning all about lighthouses. We have really enjoyed 
learning about lighthouses in the past and how they 
used to be lit with oil or candles! We have started to 
write some really informative reports to share all our 
knowledge with others. To do this we have been 
carefully sorting our information in to groups to 
make sure the information is easy to find and makes 
sense to read. In phonics this week in Year 1 we have 
been investigating phonemes which have the same 
sound. It can be very confusing at this point in our learning as we begin to introduce new 
graphemes which make the same sound as some we already know, but Year 1 are up for the 
challenge and are curious to learn more.  

 

In Class 2 we have been investigating what makes a good 
listener. We did some funny activities which tested our skills 
as a listener and provided quite a bit of frustration when 
our usual strategies were taken away. We then put these 
skills into practise by discussing questions around our 
guided reading texts in groups and coming up with shared 
answers. These skills will be expanded next week when we 
begin to explore different forms of poetry.  

 



 

In Early Years we have been developing our knowledge 
of measurement and capacity this week in maths. We 
have had a great time undertaking practical and 
active learning challenges to develop our knowledge 
and understanding of capacity. We have been 
exploring full, half full, one quarter and empty 
measures using coloured water outside and even 

created alien soup! We had to follow the recipe and measure out accurately 
using our knowledge of measures and our fantastic noticing skills!  

 

In phonics we have been developing our knowledge of the letter ‘p’ 
alongside the reaffirming of the letters ‘s’, ‘a’ and ‘t’. We are doing a 
fantastic job recognising our letters and linking 
letters to their sound, name and action. We have 
also been doing some fun and active formation 
activities for the letter ‘p’. We had a go at using 
ribbons and creating ‘p’ using whole body 
movements, which was also great for our gross 
motor development! In Reception we have been 
working hard on their recognition of sounds in 

words and differentiating between individual sounds and digraphs and 
trigraphs. The children are fantastic at noticing them and are really 
confident when segmenting and blending new words. 

 

We have had a great time exploring and investigating in our morning 
mark making activity! We have created marks with paint on cling film, 
using cotton buds in flour and shaving foam and powder paint! It is great 
for us to have the opportunity to develop our mark making and also our 
investigative and exploratory skills, alongside our use of descriptive and 
varied language.  

 

Finally, can we say a great big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone who 
contributed towards our Air Ambulance collection.  We will let you know how much we raised 
when everything has been weighed in. 

 


