
Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 
 

 Summer Term 2015 (April & May) 
 

Our VIP’s this half-term have been:  

 

 
 
This term we welcomed three new children into nursery; Paige, Amira and Amber, making 
10 in total.  We hope they will be very happy here.  We are also pleased to welcome Mrs 
Thompson and Mrs Byers who are temporarily teaching topic and RE lessons for us this 
term. 

 
 
This term we are all learning about the 
Vikings, with nursery and reception 
children also learning about The Owl and 
Pussy Cat.  
 
In Class 1 we started our learning by 
investigating what people in the Viking 
times looked like and the clothes that they 
wore. We made human sized collages for a 
display in the classroom; drawing around 
Theo and Elora before choosing and 
researching their clothes.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In Class 1 maths lessons we have been 
learning about weight and used a nice 
sunny morning to learn in the outdoor 
classroom. After putting on our sun 
hats, we tried to find as many objects as possible that weighed the 
same as 1Kg and used balance scales and digital scales. Theo and 
Alex decided to add more and more sand until they reached exactly 
1000g!   
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In Reception, we had a collaboration 
challenge! We had to work together to 
transport water from one side of the 
playground to the other, making sure all the 
bamboo pipes were lined up. We all worked 
together and Miss Short was the only person 
that ended up with wet feet!   
 
 

 
 

 
In Class 2 we have been 
working in groups to solve maths problems. Some 
problems were about football teams and others 
were about the temperatures 
in different cities. We had to 
make sure we read all of the 
information carefully, before 
working out the most 
appropriate method and 
operation. They were quite 
tricky! 

 
On 24th April Class 2 and Year 2 
represented the school in the  
U-Dance Festival at The Sands 
Centre in Carlisle.  Our routine, 
inspired by our Volcano topic, took 
viewers through an emotional 
journey following the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius and the 
destruction of the Roman city of 
Pompeii.  
Everyone 
worked so 
hard to put 

together a fantastic performance which was enjoyed by a huge 
audience.  Thanks to Mrs Bowman for her help with our fantastic 
costumes.  
As a special treat children and staff went out for dinner that 
evening to an Italian restaurant in Carlisle.   
 
 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 
 

In Class 1 we have been learning how to tell the time and 
used the big clock on the playground to help us visualise 
‘o’clock’ and ‘half past’. We then came back inside and 

applied what we had learned 
to solving time challenges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We were pleased to see the Library Bus back this 
term.  Everyone enjoyed choosing books which we will 
share amongst ourselves until the next visit. 
 

 
 
 
In science we 
have been learning about 
rocks and how they are 
formed. Using chocolate 
(milk, dark and white), we 
made igneous, 
sedimentary and 
metamorphic rocks, 

before eating them and writing instructions about how each 
rock type is formed. 
 

 
In nursery we have been 
learning and acting out The 
Owl and the Pussy Cat. We 
built a boat inside using 3-D 
shapes and then went in the 
boat in the playground. 
We took some oars and 
spotted treasure on the 
Treasure Island!  All of 

nursery and reception have acted out the poem too, taking 
turns to be the owl and the cat! 
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Swimming lessons started again this term at Carlisle Pools.  Nursery children were very 
excited because they got to go swimming for the first week with Reception and Year 1 
whilst Class 2 and Year 2 were busy with their U-Dance performance. 
 

On 29th April we noticed very 
strange sounds coming from the 
Hall first thing in the morning.  We 
then found out it was a musical duo 
known as ‘Travelling By Tuba’.  
Throughout the morning Stewart 
and Chris took us on a musical 
journey around the world featuring 
many weird and wonderful wind and 
brass instruments and we were able 
to join in with the show.  
 

On 30th May Mr Anderson came to talk to Year 6 and Year 5 about their transition to 
William Howard School.   
 
On 1st May it was Mrs Warwick’s last day.  Strangely, we could not smell any food cooking, 
and we were also surprised at lunchtime to find no tables set out.  Then Mrs Warwick 
arrived with Fish, Chips and Peas in boxes – just like you get in a Fish & Chip Shop!  We had 
great fun sitting on the floor eating our food from boxes.  Thank you Mrs Warwick, and 
Good Luck in your Retirement.  We will miss you! 

 
The School Council have been busy for the second 
time this term helping Governors interview people who 
wanted to become our new Class Teacher.  We are 
pleased that Mrs Arnold will be joining us from 
September teaching English across the school.  
 
We have two After School Clubs running this half-
term.  Multi-Skills on Tuesdays with Jake from Carlisle 
United, and KS2 Sports on Thursdays with Iain from 
the Cumbrian SPAA Foundation.  Both sessions are 

really well attended and we have managed to be outside for most of the time, despite the 
unpredictable weather.   
 
Well done to Year 6 who have worked really hard in the run-up to their SATs.  Now that 
the tests are all over they can relax and enjoy their remaining few weeks here at 
Hallbankgate School. 
 
Everybody has been working extremely hard this half term to improve their handwriting and 
the quality of their written work, with everyone making fantastic progress.   
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Reception and Year 1 have written some excellent poetry about 
owls this term and have worked really hard to present their 
writing neatly.  The whole class 
made some lovely owl collages after 
reading ‘The Owl Babies’ and Year 2 
created stories using the ideas from 
the story, imitating the author’s 
writing techniques and adapting 
them.  We have also had a big focus 
on improving our punctuation and 
grammar in our written work.  Look 
out in the school hall after half 
term where it will all be displayed. 

 
Class 1 has been enjoying Michael Rosen’s books; including 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’,  ‘Bear in a Cave’ and ‘Bear Flies 
High’.  Year 1 created their own version called ‘We’re going on a Wolf Hunt’ and all of Class 

1 have learnt ‘Bear in a Cave’ off by heart with 
some excellent 
actions.  They 
performed it in front 
of Class 2 and the 
staff with fantastic 
expression and 
confidence.   
 
Class 2 has been very 
focussed and has 
produced some 

beautifully presented dragon poems ‘The Shy Dragon’ and ‘The 
Dragon Whisperer’, they created some excellent illustrations as 
well as fantastic handwriting.  
 

The children have also been very busy writing 
their own stories based on ‘The Warrior Troll’, 
we are looking forward to reading the finished 
pieces. 
 
This term in PE Ric has been focussing on 
competitive games and throwing and catching 
skills.  Class 2 showed great sportsmanship in 
the recent Kwik Cricket competition against 12 
other schools, reaching the final.  Well done 
everyone!  
 
 


